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My son f My son I 
Do I behold thy face ? Oh, fold thine arms 
Around me» clasp me to thy bosom, lean 
Thy cheek 'ffainst my fond cheek, and shade my breast 
With the thick ringlets of thy clustering hair ! 

What shall I say to thee, — how tell thee all ? 
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CHAPTER I. 



The sympatliy of Madame Roselheim 
and Meeta upon the occasion of Rupert's 
dep^irture was too perfect for them to 
trust themselves with the expression of 
it together : by tacit consent, therefore, 
they sepafated immediately after he 
went; retiring to pour out in secret 
those tears and those prayers which he 
so eminently deserved. Muhldenau, 
having given' way to a long train of 
«ad and serious thought after they 

VOL. IV. B 
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quiU^- fiilB^ ' kth^ /rbnh'it solely to pro» 
secute enquiries connected with the sub- 
ject of their grief. 

Every enquiry of the sort, then, and 
subsequently, proved fruitless. Who- 
ever had concerted the plan, had either 
done it« §p 3vell, of bribed so highly, that 
no traces of their route by land or wa- 
ter were to be detected j and Julian's 
afflicted friends were at length obliged 
to resign all hope of recovering him, 
conquering their fears by imagining 
him, however violent the means, placed, 
after all, in the hands of doting pa- 
i-ents. , 

Yet tliough not one of the family at 
the' Parsonage ventured to yield to 
sorrowful reflections, a cloud darkeKied 
all their hearts ! Every instsint they 
looked with habHu^l fexpectatiofi to the 
opening door, of the ■ genei^ sitting- 
room, for Rupert's smiling. countenance, 
or Julian's infantine one; and as often 
turned away, sighing and disappointed,. 
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A distant step, an indistinct tone, 
kindled all their looks at the sam^ in- 
stant : as^ quickly would those lights go 
out, vajnishing with the delusion that 
had given them. t»rtb. . , , 

Th^re was not a place in the Parson- 
age, indeed not a spot in the garden;, 
where they might not renaember to. have 
seeji both Rupert and Julian : so that 
.whether Madame Roselheim and Meeta 
occupied themselves within the hou€ie, 
or. »ught diversion of thought among 
.the flowers without, they could not 
escape bitter and sudden pangs. 

There was a tall cluster of hollyhocks 
close by the water'^ ed^e, which marked 
a spot, the favorite haunt of Rupert and 
Julian: it was at once sunny and shel- 
tered ; and the former used to sit and 
read there, while the other sent the 
heads of the flowers which the night- 
winds had scattered, down the stream of 
the canal. 

Meeta never , s^^w this spot without 
B 2 



4 THE VILLAGE 

thinking acutely of both : remembering 
with mournful pleasure the scenes of 
fairyland, towards which Julian's poe- 
tical imagination described his flower- 
fleet as drifting; and seeing again in 
her fancy, the frequentlyJifted eye of 
his observant and indulgent brother. 

Sometimes a strain of Rupert's flute, 
or a tone of Julian's voice seemed to 
come on the air, and startled her with a 
wild joy, which the next instant de3troy- 
ed : — yet still her heart beat long and 
tumultuously afterwards ; and the thought 
that she might, too j)robably, never hear 
either of these sounds in reality again, 
caused her to retreat far from every .eye, 
where she might yield to, or calm her 
sad distraction, in lonely freedom. 

Sometimes she wept over these re- 
membrancef in perfect despair ; believing 
that Julian's life would sooner or later fall 
a sacrifice to that early sensibility which 
made him so interesting j and that Ru- 
pert's love must go out with the last 
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spiark of his fortune. Probably, she 
thought, his prospects as a soldier would 
be ruined for ever, by this treacherous 
theft of his prisoner; since although a 
child of five years was certainly unim- 
portant in himself, the value of him to 
powerful parents, rendered him of such 
consequence to the powers of the Pro- 
testant League, that supposed careless- 
ness in guarding his person might be 
visited as sorely upon his captor, as sus- 
pected connivance. If so, Rupert's ruin 
was certain ; and she might live to see 
him she loved, with a broken spirit, 
as well as fortune;^— live to see that 
glowing heart become dead to its own 
fondest desires, brooding only over a 
blighted existence, and a dishonoured 
name. 

Such a living death of the soul, was 
frightful to the contemplation of a heart 
like hers ; and as often as it presented 
itself to her thoughts, she, felt .that she 
could rather bear to see him drop into the 
B 3 
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grave before her, or to hear that he lay 
with untarnished glory on the bed of 
honour, than thus behold light after 
light, of that mind and heart, ga out in 
the darkness of despair. . ' 

Obliged from tjsnderness for Rupert's* 
mother, and from fear of betraying her- 
self, to' her fether, ' to conceal . these 
thoughts within her own breast, Meeta's' 
fortitude iriust haVe utterly failed^ had 
she not occasionally supported herself/ 
on the hope that Aremberg*s prolongect 
stay might arise from the circumstance 
of Marshal Torstenson being still at 
head-quarters; and that with two such 
friends by his side, Rupert might: 
cease to dread harsh or lukewarm^ 
measures. 

To, this hope sh6 added many a . 
prayer : and when she talked with her 
father, who not unfrequently began the 
topic, she caught with eagern^s at the 
blessed conviction he expressed, that 
although it often pleases Providence to 
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try a good man, with almost every spe- 
cies of calamity and deprivation, it 
rarely happens that the loss of fair fame 
is included among&t the number. / 

If such were the fbrraentihg appre- 
hensions of her less-experienCed mind, 
what were those of Rupert's mother? 
These never slumbered. ! — Mjore thail 
once, a frightful imagination crossed her ; 
and it seemed probable that the person 
or persons whose barbarous selfishness 
had planned the seizure of Julian, might 
find a devilish delight in contriving 
documents, or allowing assertions to 
pass uncontradicted, corroborative of 
a suspicion, that the whole business 
was a collusion between the father and 
son. . 

Narrow minds might find a reason 
for such suspicion in the pecuniary ne- 
cessities of Rupert i and abler ones sus* 
pect him of being gained over by a 
higher bribe: thus selling his honour 
B 4 
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and betraying his trust, for future pro- 
motion in an adverse service. 

To this alarming idea, Madame Ro- 
selheim had nothing to oppose, except 
the confidence of one acquainted with 
the innocence of the person suspected. 
And if her heart failed her at intervals, 
fearing that her son's integrity might 
be borne down by eqvy or prejudice, it 
relied still too entirely upon a remnant 
of virtue in his father's breast, not to 
feel persuaded that an appeal to him at 
last, would be successful. 

There might come a moment then 
when this injured wife could address her 
husband without moral debasement : and 
if such a moment were to arrive, she 
determined, that cost what it might, she 
would herself demand his testimony to 
her son's integrity, as an act to which 
a father knowing that integrity, stood 
bound by all the laws of God and 
man. 
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» 

With this haven to look to, having 
once made up her mind to have recourse 
to it when all others failed, Madame 
Roselheim tempered her fears for Ru- 
pert : but for Julian her apprehensions 
and regrets often arose to agony* 

Could she have been quite assured, 
that the child she loved so fondly were 
well and happy, her distress on his ac- 
count would have been less pardonable, 
therefore easier combated by her own 
just principles j but his recent recovery 
from a dangerous malady, the timidity of 
his nature, artd the vivacity of his affec- 
tion for the friends he was torn from, 
justified the utmost extremity of her fears 
for hii^ life. 

There were times, when Madame Ro* 
selheitn fancied the death of this hapless 
child, and the feelings of its parents in 
consequence ; and, shuddering at the 
horror and agony of their reproaching 
consciences, she felt that there was an 
anguish of soul she had never known, 
B 5 
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and to which all the misery aiJd wrong 
she had endured, was light and tran- 
sitory, '■'•'■'.'. 

Meeta, while she thought of these 
parents, whether as connected with' Juliaiv 
or with Rupert, or with Madame Rosel-: 
heim herselfi thought oJf them with 
an unquah'fied abhorrence, which con- 
founded both in the same degree of guilt : 
the tempted with the tempter ! Unlike 
Rupert, she had no ties of nature and of 
early partiality, to soften her; judgment 
of the Count Rhinegravestein's charac- 
ter; nor yet any hoard of recollected 
love and happiness, like his injured wife, 
to balance indignation by tenderness. 
She had lived too, always on the laps of 
good and amiable persons, far from the 
busy stage of life, where more diflScult 
parts are sustained, and failure in ihem 
is consequently more frequent. She 
judged with the rigorous justice of a 
young heart, pure in its own feelings and 
intentions, ignorant of great temptations. 
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unconscious y^t of actual sin, and;nobly 
steadfast in the belief, that the ri^le of a 
Christian's life should indeed be the ex- 
ample of his divine Master. 

If her profound disdain and lively ab- 
horrence of Rhinegravesteih's character 
therefore, were not expressed like Esther's, 
they were only deeper rooted for being 
less apparent: and, though she never 
permitted a remark to drop from her lips, 
which might pain Madame Roselheini to 
hear, even accidentally, she no longer 
could rebuke the untutored Esther, when 
«he exhaled her indignant spirit in invec- 
tives against the guilty pair that would 
have murdered her lady. 

Since the siezure of Julian, this singu- 
lar woman had spoken of him with a 
kindness which even during his illness, 
her proud spirit would not suffer, her toi 
express. Sotnetimes slieabtuaily, brushed 
a tear from her cbeelc, while^she empKaj- 
tically prayed God to take him to him- 
self, ere he became as bad as those he 
B 6 
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was going to ! And ^hen Meeta sought 
to chepk the revolting pray.er, Esther, 
more than once, turned on her a look 
that passed like a two-edged sword 
through the secret of the other's heJtrtj 
muttering, that if Julian were out of the 
way, the rightful heir might come at last 
to his own, and so be able to make him« 
self and other folks that she loved, happy 
in more ways than one. 

From such remarks, coupled with such 
looks, Meeta retreated precipitately. 

The death of the Franciscan, and the 
danger of Julian, had called forth as 
much sympathy, as awe and fear, in the 
general inhabitants of Mariendorpt and 
its vicinity. A just dread of infecting 
the whole village, had indeed withheld 
even persons who had passed through the 
disorder, from offering their personal 
services, and the shelter of their houses, 
to any member of either afflicted house- 
hold j but they had nevertheless found 
means to supply their revered minister. 
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' almost gratuitously, with every thing 
needful for hi$ aick inmate ; presents of 
fruit, wine, and rare delicacies, being 
often left in the garden of the Par$onage» 
by Muhldenau's parishioners* 

Now that the taint of contagion was 
pronounced removed from the house, 
and the few remaining members of it 
known to be under affliction, these good 
people flocked in to condole with Ma- 
dame Roselheim, and to grieve for her 
with Meeta and Muhldenau. 

Sincere sympathy, from the humblest 
bosom, is grateful to the loftiest human 
character: and although amongst their 
village neighbours there were severa-l 
whose uncouth mode? of comfort were ill 
adapted to soothe the distresses of de- 
licate and refined minds, these found 
favour for the sake of their kind inten- 
tions; and others did indeed pour the 
balm of genuine benevolence into wound- 
ed feelings, with equal gentleness and 
judgment. 
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Mr. Vanderhoven was one of the few 
by whom consolation was rather required 
than given. His return to his home was 
marked by circumstances calculated to 
throw a damp over a stronger spirit than 
his. Father Joachim in the grave, Julian 
forcibly carrifed off, the charming Adol- 
pha removed to a distance, his nephew 
and Rupert absent, altogether formed a 
mass of melancholy impressions which 
the worthy man had not force to riesist. 

If he went to -the Parsonage, as was 
his custom 'w^hehfev6r his spirits were 
depressed, or any serious matter weigh- 
ing heavy upon his mind, he saw faces 
only that smiled, not hearts, as formerly ; 
and aware that they put a constraint upon 
themselves to cheer him, he went there, 
as seldom as possible. 
' Muhidenau's alvvays- pensive brow was: 
now stamped with a deeper print of sad* 
thoughtfulness ; and however he miglit 
seek to engage his family and visitants in 
discourses of a general character, how- 
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ever he might endeavour to provide for 
them and for hiitiself innocent or, laudable: 
occupation, itvvas evident that a very pain- 
ful anxiety possessed him, for the fate 
of Julian, and the result of Rupert's 
return to camp. ^ u. : : r 

In the midst of such important cares 
and deep regrets, less urgent ones found 
little attention. Madame Krazau and 
Adolpha were not merely spoken of, but 
thought of by their friends at the Parson- 
age, as ihe visionary personages oif! a 
pleasing dream. Not that -they valued, 
them less in reality ; but they knfe\(p them 
comparatively secure and happy ; andthe 
pleasurable time they had been knoWh 
in, seemed to have no connection what- 
ever with the sad and fatal on6s which 
followed. Aremberg's image belonged 
to old associations; and they often talked 
of him, and wished for him, with an 
earnest longing, not unmixed with anxi- 
ety on his account. Thus passed at 
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Mariendorpt, the first week after Ru- 
pert's departure. 

Rupert himself was engaged in more 
pressing anxieties. 

Proceeding with all the dispatch in his 
power towards the Swedish camp, he was 
careful to inform himself, as he went along, 
of the state of the war, and of the changes 
which must have taken place in it ; and 
in the politics of the different cabinets 
during his absence in Holland, 

Some important changes had, indeed, 
occurred. The latest news he received 
of the army, was from his tmcle, not 
long after the battle of Nordlingen, 
where a signal victory was obtained by 
the French, under the great Conde, 
over the Imperialists ; without, however, 
breaking the latter's strength so com- 
pletely as to prevent them from making 
formidable head again in the same quar- 
ter;; dyeing their adversaries* laurels 
J;here, and in other parts of Germany, 
deeply in blood. 
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The balance of success preponderated 
sufficiently in favour of the Protestant 
interest, to operate powerfully upon pub- 
lic opinion. While the French were 
actively fortunate in Swabia, the armies 
of Sweden (in which were included the 
lesser bodies of their inferior allies), were 
securing their conquests in Moravia, Bo- 
hemia, and Silesia, and carrying the war' 
rato Saxony. 

Alarmed by the progress of his first 
ally, the Elector of that country found 
there was safety for him only in a tem- 
porary retreat from his engagements with 
the Emperor : he therefore concluded a 
truce with Marshal Torstenson. 

To balance the loss of a friend by that 
of a foe, the Emperor then sought to de- 
tach the French from the confederacy 
against him, by liberating the Elector of 
Treves, (without, however, restoring his 
territory ;) the detention of that prince 
being the pretext of France for having 
joined the league of the Protestant 
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powers. This hope being frustrated, 
and the French still finding reasons for 
continuing to seek their own aggrandise- 
ment, under the cloak of keeping good 
faith with their ally, the Emperor saw 
hinhself obliged to think seriously of 
accominpdatioix ; and at the moment 
Rupert received this information of pre-i 
ceding event?, his Imperial Majesty was 
pressirp the conclusion of the peace ne-^ 
gociatisg at Munster, with a sincerity 
prompted by his drained resources, but 
which the first success of his generals 
would annihilate. 

Rupert heard also, that after having 
brought QiSairs to this point, Marshal 
Torstenson's shattered health had in- 
deed obliged him to give up the com- 
mand of the allied armies ; and that a 
peace of some sort^ was actually in every 
man's expectation. .... 

A peace, however J gratiiyin[g' to Ru- 
pert's benevolent feelings, must, in his 
present subaltern condition, be fatal to 
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his hope of honourable subsistence.. 
While he contemplated the probability of 
such an event, he drew an involuntary 
sigh of regret, that his boyish choice of 
a profession had not been over-raled by 
some strong necessity, and he forced inta 
, a way 6f life better calculated 'fcJrtlie 
acquirement of independence.' Bui 
glory is like the living object of mahV 
love, uti til possessed, he continues ta 
beiiev6 that rio other blessing can make 
him happy ; consequently, while that 
Impression remains — and in some na- 
tures it remains for life — i- no other 
does. Only the experience of mdny a 
misery, sometimes equally consequent 
upon the attainment of both objects,' 
leads the man to regret the election of 
the youth ; and to wish, not that his 
friends should have made thetnselves 
hateful to him, by opposing his desires, 
but that other obstacles * might have 
obliged him into a different course. 
These • thoughts, * however, merely 
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glanced, at times, through Rupert's 
mind : darker ones lodged there : and so 
long as a cloud hung over the public 
character of his father, and threatened 
his own honour, that which might burst 
over his fortune was little heeded. 

In the retirement of Marshal Torsten- 
son, the fall of Count Cratzenstein, and 
the elevation of General Wrangel, Rupert 
feared he read his sentence beforehand : 
for an enquiry into the mode of his 
prisoner's escape, he not only expected, 
but determined to court. 

Secure as he was in his innocence of 
foul collusion, or base anxiety to win 
favour from his father, he might yet, 
with some show of justice, be arraigned 
for negligence ; and if his judges were 
predetermined to find him guilty — and 
perhaps Wrangel's animosity might in- 
fluence the opinions of other officers, — 
it would be in vain for him to plead a 
soldier's dependence upon another sol- 
dier's plighted faith. The very relation 
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in which the Count of Rhinegravesteiri 
stood to him, and which led him the 
more steadfastly to rely upon that gene- 
ral's honour, would form, possibly, the 
chief ground for suspecting and con- 
demning himself. 

/ To prove guilt in his conduct, Rupert 
well knew, was impossible ; but he was 
aware thut it might be difficult for him 
to prove his innocence. Of that, indeed, 
he could bring no other proofs than pre- 
sumptive ones; such as a stainless life 
hitherto, his continuance in honourable 
poverty, the very circumstance of his 
having hastened directly to head-quar- 
ters with the news of his own misfortune, 
instead of going to reap the fruit of his 
supposed crime, in the camp, or at the 
Court of Bavaria. 

These evidences, strengthened by 
many minor ones, he could not doiibt 
would clear him in the eye of every law, 
military or civil j and in the judgnient 
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of unprejudiced men. But, would they 
establish his innocence, beyond a ques- 
tion, with the world at large, which is 
seldom inclined to doubt or enquire into 
inj urious reports ? Would they silenqe the 
whispers of envy, or; stop the under- 
ground proceedings of active m^ice ? 
If they did; not do this, Rupert felt that 
his whole life would be blighted. 
/ And, as if this sharp arrow were not 
barbed sufficiently, another stinging ap- 
prehension dipped its point in poison« 
Every private particular of Jiis own, and 
. his jparent's history, he ooncloded, naust 
-be dragged to light, before a set of indif* 
ferent persons, many of whom xaight 
never have known that history, but for 
this unfortunate examination. And 
though Rupert knew that he was now 
Aiiperior to that false shame, which in 
his boyish days, would have made the 
exposure of his own poverty, and his 
mother's dependent state, a burning 
agony to hip, he still shrunk from the 

7 
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prospect of heariog his father's deep 
transgressions freely discussed among 
strangefs. 

Thus, seeii^gjbefore him one of two 
misfprtupj^, jeitber unmerited disgrace, 
or a Ipqg check to his military advance- 
ment} .knowing also that if a peace 
came, his prospects were over, it is not 
wonderful that even his buoyant spirit 
shqtild fail under the weight of so naahy 
heavy anticipations. 

No o»e, he well knew, could essentially 
servfJ: hi?! jin this business, except only 
his f^tii^ : s^4 if he came not forward 
of 4iim$^f, to fclear his own and his son's 
honour,! Biupj^rt must believe him a 
p^rty to the bage transaction, and cruelly 
resolved upon his ruin. He determined, 
therefore, rather to perish than seek the 
testimiony of.such a father by any other 
jtnode.than.th^t of a public appeal to his 
justice.: . r , ; 

When be 4hu» doubted the conduct of 
one he wished not to believe devoid of 
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every noble principle, a severe pang 
wrung his heart for his mother's sake. 
So fondly confident as she was in her hus- 
band's abhorrence of all that society terms 
dishonourable, he dreaded the conse* 
quence if she should discover, after allp 
tJiat Rhinegravestein's dense of honour 
had followed the fate of his higher prin* 
ciples; or that, like another Samsoti, 
he had yielded up his moral strength to 
another Dalilah. 

Again and again that dear mother's 
image rose before his sight, oppressed 
with fears for him, with sorrow for 
Julian, and suffering perhaps from the 
joint effect of the last shocks he had sus- 
tained, and the blow so foully dealt her. 

, The last remembrai^ce was one which 

never crossed Eupert, without " turning 
his sweet blood to gall ;" for the instant 
liis very brain maddened ; and he felt^ 
that had he been nigh when that blow 
was given, the ruffian that gave it must 
have atoned for it with his life. 
4 
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From sQch distracting contemplations, 
he now and then allowed his thoughts* 
to turn towards softer visions. His pre-, 
sept stormy sigitations' requked some^ 
balipy breath to soothe and allay thiep).' 
He npw courted the recollection of those, 
looks and tones which he had fornxerfy 
turned from: in tremulous conviction of 
theii" danger ; and he did so at this period^ 
because whatever assured him of Meeta's^ 
devotedness to himself, rendered her ten- 
der cai:e of bis mother doubly certain* 
Yet ever as Rupert thought of the aflfect- 
ipg moment in whidi he had first ven- 
tured to utter his love, and to read 
hers in her blueing eyes, be sighed out 
a prayer for her future happiness "wilb 
one more fortunate than himself. 

M But my fate is fixed, Meeta," he* said 
to himselli during one of those Jita of 
solitary; communion, <^ endeared to me 
by scwes like those we< have gone 
through so. lately together, I caA tii^er 
love another. My mother must neVex 

VOL. IV. c 
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dream 6f a1)rilliant destiny for her son — - 
at least, not if marriage i^ to bestbw iu^* 
— And, with a sigh, he glanced an in-* 
atont at the recollection of Adolpha Fal- 
kenberg $ t^en forgot her again, iit ten- 
derer, Saddei* reveries about Meeta« ' 

The late eyenis had thrown ah tinusnial 
degree of gloom over Ktipert^s sotrt* 
For the first time in his life, he saw Witli 
distiempered vision, and bdiifeved every 
thing dai^ and lowering. Which^evef 
way he turned, whether reverting back| 
or looking forward, a black and dismal 
waste, haunted by the spectre forms of 
objects Ibst, and hopes foully murdered, 
«eemed stretching before him. 

tn this state of mind, he was happily 
encountered, when hiid-way in his jour^ 
ri«y, by his friend Aremberg. The sWr- 
prise of th^ latter was greats f&t he 
imagined his friend still at Mariend<)irpt. 
But what were his other feelings, Xtheft^ 
he heard the many calamitous events thiA* 
bad taken place ctoring his absence, a^ 
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period of litde more than seven weeks ! 
Afl^^ctionately and justly attached to his 
uncle» it may be confessed, that Arem- 
berg's first poignant concern was upon 
his account: since Mr* Vanderhoven 
was indeed a material sufferer in com* 
fort, by ^ose distresses which more 
itRmediately belonged to the inhabitants 
of the Parsonage. — - But after paying 
him. the tribute of his first sorrowful ex* 
pressions/ Aremberg dwelt with un. 
feigned sympathy upon the death of 
Father Joadiim, the apprehensions for 
Julian's fate, and finally upon the con^ 
ckiding misery of ^1 Rupert^s probable 
vexatbns in consequence of the child'i^ 
•etEune. v 

When Aremberg was at the camp, he 
liMrd that the negociation for the ex- 
chstnge of t^e little prisoner had been 
wspended some time before, by an uq- 
expected event, the death of the nol^ 
personage for whom alone the dlies had 
isonrnxi/bod to give him tip; It was pro* 
c 2 
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bable, therefore, that the knowledge of 
this circumstance, and the fear of another 
long train of impediments similar to what 
had preceded them, had prompted Jit- 
lian's parents ^ to this outrage, which 
placed his person again in their hands^ 

It was probable ths^t Rhinegravesteidf 
trusting to his own increased consequence 
with the Emperor, n,ow that the latter 
ha^ no powerful ally left except Bavaria, 
made sure of bejng screened in the act j 
ppssibly varnishing the business to others, 
as to himself, by the old gloss of reli* 
^oiis motives. 

Aremberg thought too contemptuously 
of Count Rhinegravestein's authority M 
a husband, and of his slavery to popish 
sophisms, to hesitate in believing hiin a 
principal actor in this shameful transac- 
tion, andhe had his own private iirtea^ 
tions in ponsequence. But his object 
now was of a different nature. 

However contemplative and retkivig 
by nature as w^U as habit, Arembeig 
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?»ras neither shy nor slow to act, when 
occa^on jequired exertion j he now saw 
the course he ought to take for his 
friend's biefst interests; and he willingly 
facriieed to them all the indulgencies ot^ 
^nfidence^ and of personal pleasure. — * 
fiis purpose was to follow Marshal Tor- 
i|tenspn without loss of time, while Jlu- 
peft should proceed) with equal speed, 
to head-quarters. Arembferg had so' 
lately parted with the Marslial there, ere*^ 
^ach of them commenced their diflferent 
rou^tes^ that he believed it certain he* 
'S^dld overtake him time enough, either 
tojnduce him to turn back, and give 
bis ppwetfiil cduntenance to his young 
aid«de>cani^*s character, or receive in- 
sjUructions how the latter ought to act, in 
the event of a formal investigation taking 

Aremberg had convinced himself so 

tjiproiighly of tiie Swedish hero's high 

opinion and personal regard for Rupert, 

that knowing the tatter's honour as 

c 3 
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pure as virgin gold, he would not admit 
that there was any thing to dread with 
such an advocate in prospect. 

He now detailed the particulars of 
^ the interview he had fortunately obtain^ 
ed from Marshal Torstenson on arriving 
in Suabia, and the gratifying encotnium 
that gallant soldier had bestowed upon 
Kupert'i^ varied military talents. He 
had said) that he owed .his life or liberty 
to him, on the memorable morning of 
the reconnoitring adventure; signify- 
ing his purpose of retaining Rupert'* 
name upon the list of oflScers attached 
to his staff^ whom at a future day he 
might hope to claim as his followers to 
the field; or in the event of a peace, 
pfier favourable situations in his govern- 
ment of Pomerania. 

Rupert, he said, must consent to re- 
tain the pay of the appointment, so 
long as he wished to preserve its privi- 
leges at a later period. 
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' Th^ Marshal spoke highly of his sue** 
C€i$sor as an able commander and in* 
U'epid soldier ; but owned he was rather 
jealous erf; interference j little inclined to 
pay particular attention to a recom^ 
mendation of the person who had gone 
before him, but certainly an excellent 
judge of merit where it was shtfwn» 
aiid likely, therefore, to advance it unr 
prompted. 

From another field officer, however, 
the Marshal anticipated immediate 
kindness for hi3 aid^e-camp : this was 
(j^neral IConigsmark; a young man 
himself^ risen suddenly to eminence by 
splendid achievements, and as remark- 
able for the generosity, as the impetuo* 
^ty of his temper. 

. To this patronage, the late Com-^ 
mander-in-chief trusted Rupert ) regrets 
ting only that his division was acting 
9t present iii a different quarter from 
that where Wiiangel commanded in 
person, and of which the. regiment Ru# 
c 4 
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pert served in, formed a part — but the 

shifting game of war was likely to bring 

those separate bodieaso often together, 

Ihat a single recommendation in getterat 

terj»s,. promised ultimate advantage to 

the young soldier continuing to study 

4:he finest military lessons under another 

paster. Marshal Torstenson remarked, 

that . his ^d*de*>caaip was yet young 

enough to wait for promotion ; and not 

knowing that he. had a private reason 

for apprehending actual hostility frOm 

the Commander-in-chief, conceived no 

Qtber measures were necessary for his 

ultimate good. 

. Aremberg, in r^eating the substance 
of .hi3 interview^ , withhdd parts with 
which he had no right tp acquaint his 
friend at present ; and in despite of the 
latterfs pnusual pensiveness, forced him 
into smiles, when he described the nerv- 
ous trepidation of the Marshal on his 
sudden irruption into his tent, and the 
difficulty be. had i in establishing any 



OF MAIlIENDOR]PT. S3 

thing like ease between two .such per- 
sons. ^ 

Rupert's, spirits were roused by sb 
many proofs of Marshal Torstenson 5s 
esteem, and lightened by the hopes they 
hddout to him : for the first time since 
he parted from all he loved at Marieti- 
dorpt, his brow cleared entirely, and 
Aremberg saw his friend again. The 
'former waited only to confirm this gra<- 
iifying change, to answer briefly and 
satisfactorily a few hasty enquiries after 
the ladies he had conducted to Lauter- 
bourg, then hurried in an opposite direc- 
tion from that which Rupert was to 
^ake in pursuit of Marshal Torstenson. 

In seeing Aremberg again, Rupert 
felt that he had recovered his good 
angel ; an union of sound sense, with 
deep feeling, which coupled with less 
intellect would have formed a romantic 
character, peculiarly distinguished Arem- 
berg, and rendered him as sure a guide 
as a sympathizing companion.^ x 

c 5 
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Rupert was yet youi^ and inexperi- 
enced enough to feel, or believe,. thsMi 
he could not wholly rely upon his own 
judgment in the great concerns of life : an 
affectionateness of heart, rather than de* 
ficiency of mental energy, making him 
Jove to lean on some friendly breast, he 
had continued so to lean upon Arem* 
berg's, when his own strength was be- 
come sufficient for his own support. 

If his thoughts., now rested with com- 
fort upon that excellent friend, they 
w^re disturbed and unpleasant whenever 
they turned towards Colonel Roselheim. 
Rupert was aware that he must prepare 
for a disagreeable meeting with him ; 
both on account of Julian's escape, and 
the supposed conduct of his father. 

Rupert loved his uncle too sincerely, 
not to grieve that any thing was likely 
to embitter his satisfaction at finding 
him spared by the war-blast which had 
kid his first patron. Count Cratzenstein 
in the duSt*. He would have given much. 
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.euuld he have ipsured their meeting un- 
der diffei*ettt auspices. It was always 
with poignant concern that he allowed 
himself to see the spotted side of 
Colonel Roselheim's mixed character -^ 
that begrudgment of other men's fame, 
.which made him pleased with occasions 
^f detracting from it. He could only 
r^olve to endure this, and every other 
disagreeable, with patient respect ; still 
reserving to himself the right of main- 
taining his own claim to upright inten- 
tions, tliwarted as those certainly were 
now, by the base conduct of some oth^r 
person. In his father's cause, Rupert 
meant simply to follow his mother's ex- 
ample, and beg a suspension of judg- 
ment, until the a£&ir could be formally 
notified to the Count, and an opportu- 
nity consequently afibrded him of clear- 
ing his reputation. With these views, 
and in ;ihi& temper, Rupert proceeded 
towards head*quarters. 
- . c 6 
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The great body of the Swedish army* 
at that time^ had just takea iip a strong 
position on the border line betwe<^ 
Suabia and Franconia ; but the advance^ 
which consisted of German anxiilariest 
had pushed oi> to the Palatinate ; and a$ 
Rupert journeyed along the Bergstra&se, 
he saw detachments posted in every one 
of those romantic villages which are 
invariably to be found at the mouths of 
all the valleys leading downwards fromt 
the Odenwald. The wild, and wooded 
heights of* that mountainous chaia of 
country, with each its ruined castle, or 
hastily-repaired fortress, seemed . threat- 
ening, like the war, the pretty hamlets 
at their feet. The hills, indeed, were 
warm with the ripening vintage, but in- 
stead of children scrambling . to gatlier 
fruit amongst them,^ or girls washti^ 
linen in the brook below, he saw grim 
or thoughtless soldiers, revelling to day^ 
in what they might destroy tormorrowj 
and heard the tramp/ and splasli of war- 
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hofses through the sparkling roountain- 
streams that watered every valley. 

: It was not the first time that Rupert had 
felt the painful discordancy of such scenes 
^d such accompaniments ; but he felt it 
tile more now, for having so lately enjoy- 
ed' the pis^ace and simple pleasures of Ma- 
riendorpt. He remembered those beau- 
tiful evenings of summer, during which 
the inhabitants of the Parsonage used to 
walk out all together into the neighbour- 
ing meadows, where Julian gathered 
daisi^ ta make necklaces for Meeta, or 
sought rarer wild flowers for his gover- 
nor's herbal. The trees that shaded 
those walks, the gentle waving of the 
leitfy boughs above,' the sweet smell of 
the grasses around; the soft air itself, the 
looks, the voices of his dear companions 
were all as if present to him. Then 
changing the picture, he saw the same 
dear persons assembled, in the season of 
frost and snow, at their morning meal, 
the huWiane Muhldenhau tlirowing out 



98 THE VILLAGE 

-the ooUected crumbs to expecting r^los 
at the window, while Meeta was awing 
his four-footed favorite into respect for 
their little pensioners. Every piece of 
furniture in that room was perfect; hi, 
Rupert's recollection } he remem1>ered 
-all their appropriate places aUd all thdr 
-afttiquated forms : nay, he could number 
eveiy tile of the stove, and have drawn 
every landscape which figured in white 
atid indijgo china upon their smooth sur* 
faces. What true affection and enviable 
tranquillity dwelt' in that humble home? 
and why might not Rupert, standing in 
the midst of disputed villages, imagine 
equal love and comfort in many a house, 
even humblef than his own, which fear 
and flight had now left desolate. 

Had Aremberg been a partner to these 
reflections, perhaps he might have added 
another, and I'emarked how much more 
tenaciously memory adheres to scries of 
simplicity and pastoral pleasure, as asso** 
eiated with the images of lost or absent 
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£rieikU, ihm to scenies of showier ^iwce 
and giddier amusement. Who is it that 
oay rec^. the person they love hss^ 
^i^€T amid the crowd and splendours of 
acity> or under the noiseless shades of* 
tbe^ country, that does not. prefer, the 
latter recpliectjon ? Nature, therefwe^ 
^eaks in our hearts to the end of our 
Uves; reprovipg our factitious pre&r^ 
encesy with the voice of truths and rcr 
nfinding us that man first dwelt << in a 
garden/' 

When our hero quitted the army in 
the spring, its head-quarters was in the 
vicinity of Brunn in Moravia: these 
were now removed to Suabia, where Tors** 
teiffiou had lK>i^d to form a junction 
with the French, intending to entar Ba^ 
varia with their united strength, and force 
the £lector of that country to follow the 
example c£ Saxony. 

General Wrangd, on whom the gallant 
Torstenson's baton of coinmand now de. 
irolved, presented the «ame schemed' 
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war } Rupert therefore might expect to 
fiod a formidable array of great militaiy 
dbaracters in the allied. camp, if the pro* 
jected junction should be effected ere hm 
arrival. . . 

. If his conduct were to be Jnvestigfated; 
^le wider the scrutiny was, and the 
iioblei> the men by whom it was undt{r# 
token, the naore surely he might rely upoa 
a just and honourable result. But joo 
junction liad been effected. The French 
and Swedish troops were checked by the 
sudden appearance of a strong body of 
Austrians, under an Archduke ; and 
these, occupying a position between the 
Danube and the Neckar, prervented the 
French from passing the latter river j 
and at the same time awed the Swedes 
posted beyond the former^ from advaiii* 
cing into Bavaria, which Ehinegravestieu 
was just rctentering, after defSeating the 
troops of the Union on the/Egra. 
: Military affairs werciin this state, when 
Rupert reached Ponawert, a fortified 
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town, which protected the SwedMv camp, 
and formed the temporary residence oif 
the Commjander-in-chief. His lir^ act, 
^n entering the town, was to present 
himself after the usual formalities to 
vGeilenl Wrangel, state the unpleasant 
dficumstances which brought him theri^ 
wtd deliver himself up to wh^tdoever 
private reproof or public investigation 
. that officer might think fit to inflict upon 
him. 

- : By what petty springs are even mindi 

otherwise great sometimes moved I >^ 

The mean resehtment of disappoitited 

vanity, or a baser passion baffied, and 

• the pleasure of repaying mortification^ 

were distinctly visible in the reddening 

up of Wrangel^s fine* looking face, and 

the quick ^arkle of his large floating 

,ey^ : but be knew enough of decorum to 

assume th6 distant air of a: Commahderi^ 

in^chie^ approached by an inferior officer} 

and^e addressed the latter in terms of 
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,<M^dU^ly poUtef though cold condo* 

, HiB copf^sed "tliat hia misfortune 
MM most unfbrt^nMe/' that of course it 
£Wbjected tiie young cavalier to fiuspici0tr» 
jon account of his known relationship to 
«tiie ppsoner, and the illustrious person to 
srhom the action would in all likelihood 
ibe traced ; that it would require^ there- 
ibre» the . gravest investigation $ and 
pblige the Commander-in-chief to mea* 
eures apparently very severe, since he 
•must apprize Rupert not to be shocked 
If be found himself placed under iou 
mediate arrest the moment be lefb hie 
presence* ? 

; General Wrangel^ while affecting fp 
omsider .a^ny baseness as impossible in 
;the young hero before himi took paipf 
to repeat the different reasons^fo^suspect^ 
iag him of collusion with the enemyi 
^hsch might be urged as arguments 
Inmost his cause in the event of a triid« 
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J^ibM tie ccJUected from Rupe^t^i owtt 
•iliiple statement^ with remarkable aecu* 
McyfZtxA marshalled with wonderful pre»r 
idlsion. Amongst them were the facts irf 
'BiipeitV drigiftat f^igion, being that df 
hia^i^thiBr^s church ; his subsequent ih^ 
Wikcy il^itb one of its^ zealous members^ 
theFraaciscan ; his possible re-conversioii 
by that priest j and the unlimited power 
which catiiolic priests are known to ftavfe 
over their converts. He touched, «s if 
contemning such suspicions for his young 
officer, upon tlie splendid temptations ia 
the power of Count Rhinegravesteih to 
hold out to his disinherited son, and 
fainted at the force of pleasured anfi 
Honours over youthful ambition ; yetj 
still he repeated, that he was confiderft 
no such weakness would be discovered 
by those who were to search and suppose 
it possible. 

Wrari^l's looks contradicted his lan- 
guage; and provokingiy courted Rupert^a 
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observation of their insulting meaning* 
Rupert, for an instant, stood on tha 
brink of ruin: his temper was already in 
a state of unusual irritation, from thd 
annoying nature of his distresses^ andtbd 
exclamation, " Unfeeling coward 1*' waA 
jiist bursting from bis very heart, when thli 
timely image of his mother rose and 
checked it. He felt, in a moment, the 
destruction he must bring on himself 
and the desolation on her, by this vain 
braving of a powerful enemy j and rein* 
ing in his contemptuous indigqatioDf 
he unfastened his sword, and oflfering it 
to his general, as is the rule in pases of; 
fiilMtary arrest, said, with a glance which 
the other might interpret as he pleasedf. 
<< I suppose now, that I must deliver up 
<ny sword to your Excellency; but 1 
wotild not yield it so to an. enemy in 
the field/' / 

Wraiigel was silent a few seconds, then 
looking round upon one, of his aid-cte*: 
camps, (for they were not alone,) coolly 
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bade him advance^ and receive Captaiti 
fioselheim's sword. 

Rupert then said something about 
comiriitting his character, unfearing, to 
the scrutiny of his brave companions, in 
artnst professed himself secure in the 
Idyalty of his conduct, but ready to re^ 
ceive, with the humility becoming his 
yoUth and inexperience, any censure 
they might think he merited, for too 
firmly relying upon the faith of a gallant 
foe; 

The agitated tone in which Rupert 
pronounced his father's name, and no* 
tided his hitherto unsullied reputation 
for fidelity to all his public engagements^ 
gkte QeneralWrangel a new engine by 
which to torture him. 

He aflfected now, to commiserate bun 
for having trusted too romantically to a 
reputation evidently unfounded; aswrt-^ 
ing that the escape of Julian could only 
be planned by Count Rhinegravestein^ 
and executed by his emissaries ; appeal* ^ 



4^ n» muJLom 

Vig ;tQ Im ^id-de^ramp^ whether the 
Ck>unt had not applied for. a protectioqi 
ff^ his CoiiotesSi to vmt a dying rel^tion^ 
in Cologne ; whether she had not ac(;u« 
9lly. gone ^ther^ two o;* three months j 
ba<:k, evidently now^ for the sde purpose^ 
of smmaging and securing her . son's ^ 
seizm^e. 

Bupert^s blood boiled up again at this. 
W^udlifi^d assertion ; perhaps the more, 
because the information coupled wi|bit^ 
staggered bis own confidence: he wm 
o« tbe point of denouncing the Couatest 
bei^elf, as tbe sole inventor of the act,; , 
wb?i> remembering that by doing so^ he 
igras committing tibe very fault he blamed ^ 
19; bis GfW^raV^*- prejudging a possibly^., 
guiltless person, he only bowed) and said 
calQi1y», " I leave the Count of Rhine- ^ 
grmfesteiofs honour, as I do my own, in 
the hands of justice; Till a fair scrutHiy 
redeem both, I must submit td hear them 
qoe^ened by ev^ry private in the aiWy . 
-^following your ExceUeney^a example/' r 
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The last seuteiice, though the last^ 
words were indignantly ftpoken, started 
a tear id the eye' of the young soldier ; — ; 
Torstenson would have said that tear 
became his nobl6 aspect. But his pre-' 
sent commander only looked at him with' 
increased bitterness, saying, sarcastically,' 
•• I do not advise you, Sir, to appear thus' 
forward in the defence of a fkther, that 
does not appear to give any vhiMdptoiffr 
of his affection fbr your person, orshbir 
any visibte care of your fortune.*' And'^ 
Inlaid k biting emphasis upon the word^ 
v«5id2?, tbus twice used. 

'-His malicious purpose was, however/ 
too obvious not to defeat itself, by put- 
ting the object of it upon his guard : and^ 
Rupert, having purposely kept his eye^ 
down, remained without changing b!s' 
countenance, or his position, as if virhoily 
unmoved. 

Vrangel thought he had yet andlh^ 
arrow out of a different quiver. AH at 
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once, he condescended to enquire, after 
the state of his young oflBieer's be^Itlif 
lamented that his gallant conduct ip Bo- 
hemia should have been followed by such 
serious consequences to it, as his total ^ 
change of appearance made evident, had, 
been the case. Wrangel was weak 
enough to condescend still further, say- 
ing something in a more familiar tone, 
importii^ tj^at the once handsome cava-^ 
lier would have small chance now^ of^ 
making conquests of a differjent nature, 
from those obtained by sword and pistol.. 

At any other time than the present^ 
Rupert would have had difficulty in re- 
pressing downright laughter at this pitiful 
attempt to mortify him : even now, he 
was amused by it ; and a smile, of which 
be was unconscious, crossed his features, 
as if to sliow his former rival that they 
wanted only their customary expression, 
to become as formidably charming as 
formerly. 

He answered the remarks upon his 
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health by a respectful inclination of the 
head ; and the expression of a hope tliat 
he might be found more competent to 
the fatigues <^ a campaign than his al- 
tered looks led others to expect: and 
Wraogel perceiving that he was less 
vttlneraUe on this point, than he had 
a^eared on preceding ones, resumed' 
tile Gommatider^-ehi^y aild stiffly; re* 
tnmding 1^ that he must now confiiie 
ixmmAi, ^I'^fiittber sunders, to his owa 
immsediate quarters, dismistod him mtk 
ititfimiini^ ceffwnoFiiy. •} 
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CHAP. II. . 

As Rupert went out from Generd 
^tatigel's presence, with feelmgs 2ji chaffed 
%y th^ various modes abd, Hubjectilt^ at- 
tack with which it had pleased that offi^ 
^er's malice to try his pattetiee^ JM Uained 
himself for feeling thus ; admitting, that 
as he had hitherto lived amongst amiable, 
if not always amongst good people, he 
must consider himself in the light of si 
spoiled child, and prepare, therefore, to 
submit with becoming grace to the dis- 
cq>line of bad tempers, and little minds. 

The sweet peace of Mariendorpt then 
rose upon his soul, like the uprise of the 
summer moon ; he contemplated the soft 
vision till it tranquillized him completely ; 
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and then bis thoughts turned with grate^ 
ful regret to the idea of Marshal- Tor ^ 
stenson. 

How differently would that hero have 
received any man under Rupert's painful 
circumstances {-—equally correct in dis^ 
cipline» and firm as Wrangel in the ejce*^ 
pution of all those forms and laws which 
constitute military order, p^aps mwe 
incorruptible in final decision, — so long 
aa the question were yet to be aigued> of 
v^hether dishonour did or 4id not V^lpog 
to a name hitherto unsulliedt so long 
would that great man have shown gep^Sf 
rous confidence in the fidelity of the aq* 
cused, and have treated him as a brother 
soldier undeir misfortune, tH)t as a cnmir 
na| branded with disgrace. 

It is true ^General Wrangel had ^b^ 
pressed sentiments of a tolerant n»t^e} 
but he had not looked them; he had 
mamige4 tp threaten, even w;h||e alM:;H'g 
to pondi^; and although Rupert; had 
recovered fropi the alarm whioh mxe^ 
D 2 
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him on first dreading an imputation on 
his character, and was therefore fearless 
now of the result, he knew that Wrangel 
would have infinite opportunities of dis- 
tressing and goading him, while the af- 
fair was pending j that he would perhaps 
have it in his power to prejudice and 
poison opinion beforehand j consequently 
he lamented more than ever the removal 
of his noble friend. 

- Something the Commander-in-chief 
said during the late interview, showed 
JBupert that he meant to mortify him in 
the point essential to his future advance- 
ment. This was the avowal, that al- 
though immediate application would be 
made to the Imperial Court for its disa- 
vowal of the business in question, by 
taking measures to restore the prisoner 
seized, the examination into the conduct 
of* their own officer could not be mftde 
by the Swedish Grenerals till long after, 
-wards. Public service must not be in- 
terrupted for private or trifling businew } 
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and if Rupert found himself obliged to 
remain in his present uneasy situation 
until the f^eld officers were at leisure for 
tedious formalities by going into winter 
quarters, he must do it with the belst ^race 
he could, as military regulations would 
tiot admit of his hayipg any share in the 
compaign while thus suspected. 

From tiiis discourse, Rupert clearly 
understood that he was to be considered 
under arrest all that time; and thus 
would be so long condemned to irksome, 
humiliating inactivity, losing, consequent- 
ly every possible chance of promotion. 
This to him was not merely a mortifica- 
tion, but a serious calamity ; and as he 
thought with filial anxiety about the fu- 
ture provision of his mother, should events 
deprive her of his uncle's bounty, the 
loved image of Meeta seemed to remove 
still further from his vain hopes. 

Grieved and perplexed as Rupert was 
by the cloud that hung over him, he soon 
had to acknowledge that it was not preg- 
D 3 
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nant alone with vexations ; it dropt some 
favours also. The moment his arrival 
and situation were known in the towii 
and the camp, his brother officers, in- 
stead of shunning his prison-room, flocked 
to see and cheer him $ treating the afiair 
with the levity of friendly youth, and 
repeating with good-natured pleasure the 
chagrin of the common soldiers upon 
this confinement of their favourite offi- 
cer. Rupert's was a heart easily warmed 
into cheerfulness by the breath of kind- 
ness ; it was one that loved to love its 
kind ; so that ere he had been under ar- 
rest four-and-twenty hours, hiii looks and 
his spirits rose for a while to their natural 
level. 

It was not long ere he received a proof 
of what he might expect from General 
WrangePs dislike. The resort of so many 
evident well-wishers to his person was 
no sooner known to the latter, than un- 
der pretence of keeping the young sub- 
alterns to the study as well as practice of 
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thejr proffeiswn, hQ;ifisqe4 i^p <9^ that 
no «i^ W8^tP be lacjmitsted: to the , room 
©f the ; officer under an;est» withput ex^ 
press, penDisaion.&oai ;himself^ the Comr 
ipan^er-in^^hief.. This ^nexupapled aer 
verity^ ;thoogh artfully professing to aia 
at the idle habits of boyish: ofl5cers,/ga\5e 
Rupert fearful promise of what hemi^t 
expect hereafter j and his soul revolted 
at the t¥an|;on tyranny of a man against 
vrhom he had never committed any other 
ofience. than one ccmtemptible in itself^ 
wd puorely unintentional. When the 
Imgfat eyes at Halle^ which Wrangel 
vainly coarted^ had beheld Rupert so 
admirii^y^ he little dreamt how dearly 
he should pay for glances which he dis- 
regarded^ and for commendations which 
he nevK^r sotaght to bear. Such are the 
strange caprices of our destinies in this 
life! 

Refii^iig now, for the sake of the 
ycamg men themselves, to admit any of 
his brother officers' visits, and condemned 
D 4 
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therefore to complete solitude, Rupert 
sought an asylum for his veered spirit in 
books and the pencil. At one time lie 
resolutely plunged into matbematicsd cal- 
culations ; at another he forgot all Mspetty 
mortificationsandgraver anxieties, ina sol- 
dier's enthusiasm over the immortal work 
of Cassar, a work which has left posterity 
at a loss which most to admire in it, the 
great master in war, or the great master 
of stile. Thus enriching his mind while, 
condemned to bodily inaction, it might 
be said of Rupert as the quaint Hacket 
says of a different hero, << Imprisonment 
to him was no more than it is to a flower, 
put into an earthen pot, straightened 
for spreading, but eveiy whit i» sweet as 
iatbe open beds of the garden.^' 

Yet there were intervals, during which 
Rupert felt his present confinement hard 
to bear, in the morning when many a 
drum beat the cheerful reveUIie; in Xhe 
evening when the bugles of the. cavalry 
were heard at different distances, wind* 
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irig tbeir long-drawn melancholy strains 
over the softening river, or among the 
swelling echoes of the neighbouring 
hills. — At these times Rupert could see 
from the windows of his room which 
looked down upon the cam|), different 
parties proceeding out, or returning 
from duty : and as the well-known sounds 
of military array reached hid ear, as he 
knew them to be going or coming bad 
from some successful enterprise, a keenei 
sense of his own thraldom and inactivit} 
♦* entered into his soul.'* 
: In the sitence of night other thoughts 
obtained possession of himf. -«-: Those 
occupations which through the day 
enabled him successfully to combat 
uneasy reflections about his mother, 
and those sights which had no associ- 
ation with her image, were then nc 
more; and wakeful from want of exer- 
cise. Unable to escape frbm whateve 
idea forced itself upoa: him, Eupeiv 
found that his saddest, in some degree 
D 5 
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his sweetest hours, were those he thus 
involuntarily yielded to her and Meeta* 

He had been several days under ar* 
rest, when his uncle, whom he hisid aban- 
doned the hope of seeing, in consequence 
of his post being at a distance, and the 
General's unwillingness to let him quit 
it for bis sake, — suddenly appeared. 

Colonel Roselheim came all in heat 
and dust, after a ride of full fifteen 
miles from the small town, of whidi he 
had recently been made commandant. 
No sooner had he heard of his nephew'is 
return and the circumstances^ of it, than 
he wrote to request permission to come 
toDonawert for a few hours, together with 
the further favour of an order to see his 
unlucky relative. General Wrangel could 
not deny such a request to one of such un* 
d^iiable conduct as the veteran in ques- 
tion, and contenting himself with strictly 
limiting the Colonel to the time he pro^ 
posed, gave the permission sought. 

Rupert's apprehension of much dis- 
7 
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ligreeable and winding coaversatioi^ 
with his unde ^ere they should sep^urate^ 
was not done away, merely by ^the ardour 
with which the Colonel caught him in 
his arms^ h^gged him to his breast, 
telling him in a voice between crying 
and gladness, that he was the happiest 
man in^ the world at seeing him again, 
and the very sorriest too, at meeting 
him under such confounded circum* 
stances. 

Rupert's grateful affection for past and 
present kindness brightened hi$ looks, 
as he more than once returned his uncle's 
hearty embrace, and glanced over bifi 
hale and homely face ; it was the sao)^ 
face as^ he had left it: except that 
the mustachios which Rupert's .rempn«> 
strancea used formerly to keep in toler* 
able order, were grown into^ the beards 
and soiled more than usual by the slo* 
venly use of tobacco. 

Colonel Roselheim began by saying 
that be had not five minutes to sb^, and 
D 6 
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in that short time desired his nephew 
would answer positively and fully to all 
the following qtiestions. — <* How his 
mothw was? How the devil he could 
let his prisoner be carried off? Whether 
he did not think the honouriable Count 
Rhinegravestein and his titled concubine 
were not both at the bottom of it? 
Whether he did not agree with him, 
that the old Popish Governor of the boy 
deserved to be hanged for aiding and 
abetting them ? What he meant to do 
to clear himself and bring the real cri- 
minals to justice? And lastly, whetlier 
there was any one thing in the world by 
which he himself could serve his nephew 
on this occasion. 

In all this catalogue of questions, 
there was not one couched so offensively 
to Rupert individually as he might have 
expected; there was neither anger nor 
triumph in the manner of asking them, 
and the latter felt with overflowing plea- 
sure, that if his uncle's infirmity of cha« 
4 
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racter were called into action by anotbifei^s 
f)rosperity, the advmity cf that very 
person, attracted hk instant kindness : 
under such impressions Ropert squeezed 
bis uncle's hand emphatically, while he 
replied to his questions as hmfly as pos- 
sible* .. : i 

Colonel RoseHieim's hard-favoured 
features underwent raanychanges during 
the narrative J and at the descriptimi of 
the Franciscan's respectable conduct and 
melancholfy death, he exclaimed aloud 
in the simplicity of a good heart M Now 
God forgive me!*' His looks inflamed, 
when Rupert began to speak of Julianas 
seizure : the former, afraid of kindling a 
fire which he might not afterwards be 
able to smother^ forbore to m^Hion the. 
blow ^ven to his mother by one of the 
ruffians; i»ince the quivering agitation 
with which he himself still thought of 
that dastardly act, warned him mt to 
i9tamp it upon the memory of his 
uncle. 
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He passed by ome of Cdosel Ros^ 
heim'd queries without answering them^ 
excusing himself . oh the score of tiiQ^ 
and proceeding to such as wisxe of real 
importance : nay, he said be most reply 
to his uncle's last question^ by asking 
one in return^ Whether it would not 
be better and more respectable for 
Rupert, for his fiiends to show them^ 
selves confident in his integrity, and 
to remain quiescent. 

Colonel Roselheim was of his opinion 
directly : there being only two or three 
opinions of his own, which had any. root 
in his mind. These indeed grew there, 
as into a rock : for they were the only 
subjects he pondered over a^in and 
again, as belonging to his personal ex- 
pectations and personal grievances. — 
Among these was his strong envy of 
his brother J tod much too well aware 
<rf' that, Rupert contrived to divfert his 
conversation from that channel by ask- 
ing some well-timed question about a 
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surprise timt had taken place lately, in 
which Colcmd Roselheim had especially 
distinguished himself,! and obtained for 
his high reward the command of the 
place surprised. But though this diver- 
sion was ably n»ule by Rupert, and 
suiimated the Teteraii's ^scourse fm* 
a while, it dUd not tdaXLy rescue the 
foiwer from the evil he dreaded; aod 
he was forced to endure the pain of 
bearing assertions of his father^s base« 
ness^ and his own pusillanimity in con* 
sequence, unless he branded that base« 
ness with the name it deserved* 

Ccdonel Roselheim n^Mie ^ scruple 
of attributing the transaction, as much 
to Rhinegravestein's resentment at hia 
son for having refused to live a dep^kU 
ant in the house where he had a right 
to command as heir, as to his desire of 
regaining the offipring of his second 
marrii^e; and bluntly gave it as his 
opinion, that the proud generd of the 
Elector, already feared his son's growing 
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laurels wmild eventuaUy ov»rtq> his 

Rupert's inward: thoughts were un-^ 
happily not so completely at rest upon 
the subject x>f his father, that they were 
incapable of disturbance by the sugges- 
tion of odiers : they were now put iiitO: 
painfU agitation again. But h^ sensf 
of misgiving, arose from the prpbable 
influence of the countess who was Ig^own 
to seek her husband's participatioQ in 
censurable acts, as his forgiveness fifter 
any oflence given by her pride or 
jealousy, by means degrading to woman's 
dignity and delicacy ; — by all the 
blandii^neiits of hkvkh flattery, s^nd un* 
te'idled foiKiness ; •— by profuse acknow- 
ledgments of transgression without real 
contrition ; and by unnumbered slavish,, 
yet refined attentions to every thing 
which in public could gratify her hus^ 
band's vanity, or exalt his m^gniflqent 
pleasures. To ; those, her varied and 
uncommon talents^ richly enabled her to 
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^-ohtribute i and Rupert well kaew th^t 
scenic representations of which her hu]S- 
band^s exploits furmsfaed the sulD^t, 
and her own music and poetry the execiv 
tion, were often the means i^e employed 
to extort his gratitude or his smiles, and 
so win back the favour her fiery temper 
had forfeited. Secretly admitting the £u^ 
of his father's weakness, he yet re- 
pulsed the most unworthy of the mo- 
tives attributed to him by th^ CoLonelt 
with a vehemence which made the latter 
take fee. 

« Well sir/' he said at last, as hi^ 
uncle ended an angry speech, ** let m^ 
pray that this subject may rest till it i 
canvassed and settled puUicly, ^^ for so 
of coarse h will be : then if my unhappy 
father is found concerned in the busi- 
ness, I will give bim up for ever, ais^ 
shall only intreat ymi to considw.ithat 
I remain his son, be he what he lOAyl 
and that all which either God or OEidn 
can demand <^ me, in such miserable 
circumstances, is silent acquiescence in 
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the ileeisi<m of the world agwist.h^ 
You trmild not, mj dear uncle, have 1119 
exult over the transgresaiohr of ft par 
rest ?-^ I believj?, tears rather—" 
> Tears did indeed, interrupt Rupert's 
explanation of what he deemed the duty 
of a virtuous child to an erring piEU'ent, 
andes he turned away his face to hide 
what honoured him. Colonel Roselheim 
hummed once or twice, i^en tried to 
whistle, and at last started on his feet 
at the sound of the town-clod£ striking 
a later hour than he fancied : — shook 
Rupert afiectioniately by the hand; said 
he never saw so good a soldier, so great 
a fool upon certain ocoasicms, and 
abruptly bacte him farewell. 

The spirits of Rupert were nk>t destined 
to long suspense^ either upon the subject 
of his father cnr of himself. ' Officisd re- 
monstiUQce to the Austrian representa. 
trve at Mtmster, through the medium of 
the Allies' ministers there, were only 
upon the road, when a iSag of truce ap- 
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peared at Dcmawert bearing a letter 
from the Count of RhinegraveMeiD then 
just occupying Bavaria. 

The letter was short, earnest, and 
manly, written directly ^et learning 
the fact of his youngest son's seizure 
from the lips of a Swedish officer, cap* 
tured on the frontier by a roving band 
of his troopers :—« it expressed strong 
abhorrence of the act, and pledged the 
writer either to restore the boy before 
another month terminated, or to deliver 
himself up in his stead: — he added, 
that whether the scandalous deed were 
the effect of misguided friendship for 
himself or tiie subtle contrivance of 
some enemy, to#uin him, he felt equally 
bound to demand of his Sovereign Lord 
the Emperor, an imperial mandate for 
the child's restitution* Upon tke actual 
return of Julian into the hands of the 
Allies, or his own vduntary relinquish^ 
ment of what was only inferior in a mim's 
heart to honour, «— his home, his staticm, 
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ti^ hi» public duU^ — he would rely 
for tlie vindication, of hi« cbaract^r. Till 
then, he trusted fearlessly to the candour 
pfrbt-aveff^emies. ^^ 

^ This letter, which caused a strong 
9«9li^l^n at head-quarteils aisongst the 
Mp^ricMT officers to whom it was »6* 
p€^s$rily communicated, as being ad- 
dressed to them all, was read and spoken 
<^* aCQprdiog to the diffei^nt humours of 
the diflEerent readers. Some admired 
^ wild n^leness of the proceeding it 
promised : some laughed at it ias & pcunp- 
ous f^lly : others considered it as of a 
piece with Count Rhin^*avestein's cha^ 
r^cter iR)r popular exhibition ; and a few 
]#Q](ed)Qn it ais a mere stratftgem ta gain 
ji^pii^and preserve reputation until some 
juplfy turn in politics might enable him 
to x^^[Mn the disputed child:—- it was 
ttOt; ^communicated to Rupiert until 
j^remberg returned from his pursuit 6f 
Marshall Torstelison, and being itiformed 
ot' the incident, hastened to relate it and 



OF MAItiENDOftPT. 60 

the event of his journey to Iiis secluded 

friend. - . • 

- Unconscious of any personal ilUwiU 

existing between his successor and bis 

young aid de-camp, and little capable of 

unnecessary exertion, Marsha! Tw^sfeft- 

son was induced b)r his attendants* to give 

up his first idea of retracing bis road^ 

and content himself with writing bis 

opinion of what was going on, together 

with his high testimony to the cbarai^er 

of the suspected person* Arember^ MW 

him forward the same testimoniat. to 

the Swedish Chancellor Oxenstiern, at 

Munster^ accompanied by bis ci^n^ctidii 

that nothing but the mere form of 'a tc^ 

gular investigation would be dedmcid xtiM 

quisite by the Allies ; and tha^ ralhdr to 

quiet the unfortunate youn^ c^oier's 

mind, who must wish his inti^grity manii 

tested past a suspicion, Uuhi* to 'Satisfjr 

themselves. : . . ; c. j 

The Marshal desired Aremb^g to tel 

Itupert, that no 'man of coiitm0tt sense 
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could entertain a doubt of the iatter's 
innocence, from the simple fact of his 
OHning himself to tell the story, and court 
examination* The whole load of in- 
famjy he observed, must fall upon the 
Amtrian andBavisuriw courts, unless they 
ob%ed the perpetmtor of the act, to 
j^imiuce and return the prisoner. 

To the kindest repression of cimcern 
for his present uneasy feelin^^, the Mar- 
ibsd. Na4lde4 *^ a bcfie that his aid»de* 
camp would talce the first cmvenient 
opportuiuty of paying him a ymt, in Pof 
mexwmt imd giving him an opportunity 
of. aeeiiig whether he were as agrees^le 
« campaiiiQii among cabbi^es and apple- 
^eefe^M he h^ found him a sure sup- 
port ili:the 9idst of armed enemies/' 
, With sueh^proofe of friendship as these, 
^mi snKtb a.maiif Rupert blamed him- 
^f &r(ktti»g the animosity of such an 
one as Wrangel pain him beyond an in» 
Vtmii^ tnd when to tfapis gratifying and 
cboning aecowi^ of his embassy, Arem- 
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hexig . added tbe important, information^ 
that Count: Rhinegravesteia had wiitten 
a vindication of bis own character to the 
Swedish officers, Kupert's heart was op^* 
pressed and overwhelmed with joy.^-^ 
Tlhat was^^ tide fi^r iriii^, indeed,, he wdi 
ttot prepaved, and> asiiethoegbt of what 
his mother would feel ^ on the occasioiii^ 
gratitude was added to sudden, pfea- 
sur^ • ^ r 

iWticipatiag evenly ; with lua^&iendi: 
Ansmbei^ owned that this letter had 
spared him the pain of seeking an inter- 
vii^v with Ri^at's father; a st^ to 
dKmM ^ have bdieved Mmsdf* JHipn# to 
take otherwise* This vt^sA^ 4u^tion jof 
Rbinegi^vestein's, he sMd» l^'^himil) 
hope that .better feelings v^tperesumtag 
tiHsii^ infliienee over the Coimfs toind^ 
and bis Coutites&'s poiwer>decreasii^ with 
that of holMv; distinctions andddudilig 
vafiitie8.r m;'.: ; \ 

Aremberg knew the Christian pl^isisfe 
a6r€|6iciiig-over a is^ntaint siniier» tad 
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he could ther^ore sympathise m . tbe 
ifeelifigs both of the mother and soo^ 
when they confessed that all other earthly 
happiness, however greajfc, would be iw^ 
perfect in: their estmiation so loi^ as 
they saw Rhipc^^ravc^teiii ;|ff0oeediilg 
with an .uiiawakei^d^ conscieiu^ in- the 
proud career of his fiirtiihe. ; 

}. To convey thkgladdenii^ inteUig^ce 
to his mother, was Rupert's first wirti ij 
and Aranberg, uniwilling to Leave: l^m 
duly Sx the purpose of bdng the bemefe 
of it, pfoppsed sei^qg a letter so &i^;oii 
ita xpad to Mariendorpt as . the neti 
Btessragck' to the congress could, ta^ iU 
Rupert wroise such a letter npoa the spot; 
iliremberg .delivered it unsealed to, Gf^ 
neral Wrange}, who not daring to vio* 
late, his ^character; as a^ gentleman,; by 
loolrii;^ at> its contents, coldly desired 
hifisetuietaiy to. -close it propedy^^ aad 
forward it by the first dispatch to Miub' 
ster. .■'..'.'.. ' . .i. 

'When thei ComarandeMn-chief^s im^ 
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gracious manner was commented upon 
by Aremberg as believing it habitual to 
him, Rupert made his own dispiriting 
reflections : but* unwilling to pain his 
friend uselessly, or to draw more largely 
than he had done, upon the patronage 
of Marshsd Torstenson, — ingenuously 
ashamed of stating the despicable ground 
of Wrangel's rancour against him, he 
prepared himself to abide much of slight 
and offisnce and minor wrong from the 
latter, while he determined to let no ill 
ima^ turn him aside from public duty. 
He thought, with the hoping spirit of 
youth, that he might safely trust to Pro- 
vidence and future events, for removing 
him from the immediate circle of his 
powerful adversary. 

Meanwhile he pressed the sitti^ig of the 
court that was to try bim, as earnestly 
as respectfcJly^ for suspence was irk- 
some} and the system of vexing him, 
was evident in the difficulty which even 
Aremberg had in getting admittance to. 

VOL. IV. E 
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his quarters. General Wrangel stilti how- 
ever, coHtrived to defer the sitting by 
that variety of expedients ^bioh the 
head of an army, with an enemy almost 
within sight, could easily devise for ren- 
dering such a thing inconvenient '^ it was 
not, however, in his ability to oppose the 
positive instructions of the assembled 
representatives at Munster j and u^n the 
arrival of a messenger from that place, a 
court was called, 

Rupert had his triumph, WrangePs 
malice its defeat. The Court took its 
complexion from that of the instructions 
just mentioned: it was merely a cmiit 
of inquiry. The Swedish Ghistncellor's 
official letter had invited the members of 
it, simply to go through an established 
fbrm necessary to the private feelings of 
the brave individual concerned, but not 
at all called for by public opmioh.. Ox^ 
enstien, quoting Matsh^ TorteiiSon^ 
dispatch, as his authoirityi' added, that he 
only required to know a few circum* 
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stapc^s ofti^ecamt ta be satisfied . that jio 
gr^vej: severity w^s ^rfequidite* 

The CpiHt opdnod* by puttiiig some 
questipne to the person examined ; Ru** 
part's statement of facts was heard ; the 
Co^Qt of ^h\ii^B»e9/tQm*% \sliiet tend. 
It wa3 :th#a aak^ed, if 9my one present w«r 
ipt;^p^ed to tw the officer befone thuxi 
with <>oUu^ioii w criminality of any aocty 
with regard, to the affidr in qu6sti(»l} 
aH4 if 8^9 if they were prepared also to 
siake goad tbeic charge ? No one ap» 
pe9ur^r-^ j^ one spokB :-^ The di^bteni 
Qpinioos ware then aought and giren -^ 
these wesce iieariy imanimQus. Rupert 
wMhpXkcn;0*ably aofuttfced ; and dismissed 
without Teparimandior censure. 
, Geaesal Wxangel, who was pr«ait# 
tbou^ m)t 9- memb^ of the court, 
aimttggeilap hiejshoulders aa die decisiOB 
w» fTqsm»mcBAi aoiid^ striviiig to hide 
his discomfiture under an air of indi& 
ference^ congratulated his young officer 
in good s^ terms. 

E 2 
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Every other person present shook Ru- 
pert cordially by the hand, expressing 
their satisfaction at having him once 
more amongst them in the tent and in 
the field. 

Rupert's heart was full ; he returned . 
the kindly pressures of so many friendly 
hands in silence ; and, leaving Arem- 
berg to say something for him, precipi- 
tately left the council-room. 

Thus had the cloud which hung over 
him passed away, as many dreaded ones 
do from others, like a breath of smoke ! 
his own honour cleared} his father's 
scarcely doubted. — Friends had thicken- 
ed round him ; atid the only substantial 
evil he had to apprehend, after all, was 
the continued ill-will of his commander. 
This evil might, indeed, obstruct his 
advancement, though it could not tarnish 
nis name, and was one, therefore, which 
Rupert's friends must wish overcome. — 
To overcome it by any act of his own, 
seemed impossible to Rupert: impos- 



OP MARIENDOaPT. 77 

sible not to his pride, but to his prin- 
ciples. — He might, indeed, refrain from 
offending the man who was not to be 
conciliated by merit and forbearance, 
but he could never court his favour by 
base compliance with his vices. ^ 

When Aremberg joined him, after 
exchanging a pressure of the hand with 
him, which had all the energy and em- 
phasis of a congratulatory embrace, 
Rupert for the first time spoke of Ge« 
neral WrangePs dislike, and its original 
source. 

Aremberg was the last man upon earth 
to counsel unworthy solicitude about an 
unworthy person : he had no reason to 
exhort his mild-tempered friend to pa- 
tience under possible injustice or slight 
hereafter; he simply recommended a 
steady performance of his commander's 
orders, and great care to avoid entering 
the GenerxJ's presence, except when 
called there by the routine of duty, or 
the customary forms of military respect* 
E 3 
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B^ this m^hod, Aremberg cdbfeenwed, he 
would grAdnally withdraw himself from 
Wrsintgera menKMfjr as a man, and be 
thought of onljr as ai meritoridu& otileef^ 
By skucb a ftttthod^ and sueb & method 
alone, could R^iert hav^ any diacice 
of conciliatiB^ t^is pbwerfiil onemy, 
Vrithont degi^ding himself. *-> Ari^mb^i^g 
coujci with difficulty coHaprefaeniild how 
nmk Ibdrmidabte^ itt^flt oould^ hsive grdwn 
Pitt; of audi pd«r}^ gfouu^ ad riVdh*y ni 
tbefivoHTof » GOtimry-^a^e# beauty: 
— much less could he understand Hs 
cootimnmce so longt after the lifted 
inclination! which gatte risd to it, wstd 
oyer m the GendralAs bfeast. Hef «h«i«- 
fore propheaefl hs: Baltarat di^ktK l^y 
sdoii^ pcoi^ided Rupert did not ki^i^p' it 
alive by an indiserete display -^ whi^h 
Was, not likely wi^ \m cbaractet— oi' 
the gracesi and accompfiskmetits wh^^ 
won admffation for himw-'-^And^ thuft 
dismilBing the subjeetv be^ ^^oice ^ Ms 
own deputui!e«. 



OF MARIENDlWtPT. 79 

Arembbrg's own duties noM^ sum* 
hioned him back to Marieiidorpt. Hay^ 
ing folfiUed both itere bxid at Lautter^ 
boui^9 hk Evident cosHnissSon of usefaU 
ness, he was bound to losd'vo tiiie in 
relieving this pilinfUl anxie<7 of Rupert's 
BMther^ atid hastening id re^anuriatfe the 
depresfiied J^ritb xjf ait uncle whom he 
iegtiirdeil iti the li^bt of ai futben 

Ardmbe^^s idMicdk duties were as yet 
whdly VdkdCafy t Jinit^ attac^dtoMa^ 
tieiWiotpthy ab kkfij^ n^efibbrancesj as 
present ties, he had of late mide up his 
iffimd to ci£^ ^atiiiti^uft dssi^tance^ to 
the very infirm loid bardehed ministei 
eia iieighboarii% pcq^lous parish, where 
b« might faive lull seoperj^r the es:erd^ 
6f ^ety sacred functioni without »dter-» 
Ming with the province ttf* Muhlde&W/ 
or tefiftoviffg ffomf the cdnn&etions of hisi 
etoly Hfft 

Aii^jhberg'i easy ^irctmifistahces^ ^nd 
eV^mual kt^pe&Mom feifiti^red k^dme 
im iA^cf With him^ ^& XMt He a^uld, 
£ 4 



80 THE VILLAGE 

without imprudence, thus establish him- 
self in a situation of no emolument ; and 
wait the probable chance of ultimately 
settling as the successor of the good 
man he asysted. 

These visions, while floating in bis 
mind, he had, from time to time, com- 
municated to Rupert : he now spoke of 
them as fixed; telling him, with a mixed 
smile of regret and cheering, that, like 
a parent bird, seeing her nestling fairly 
launched into air, be left him to his owix 
wings for life* 

Rupert shrunk involuntarily within 
himself at this expression, and a look 
of extreme pain appeared upon his ooun^ 
tenancy " My dear Aremberg,'* he 
exclaimed, with a tone which attempted 
cheerfulness, << this sounds dismally aw- 
ful !— I have had you so long at my 
elbow to prompt me when I was out^ 
and to catch me up when I w^s falling, 
that I shall feel more like a child with* 
out its leading-stringSi than i^ fledgcicl 
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bird, when you leave ine to myself. — I 
say nothing of the dismal solitude here/* 
he added, striking his breast with deeper 
sensibility of look, yet preserving the 
careless tone in which he spoke. " Not 
solitude; my dear fellow,'* Aremberg 
answered, •^ my remembrance will have 
plenty of good company there, I am 
certain. ^ And so long as we have dear 
and excellent persons to think of, and 
to endeavour to be more worthy of, we 
have much of the very best sort of hap- 
piness to be thankful for.** 

Rupert felt the salutary kindness of 
the last remark : it only showed him the 
more, distinctly how much of comfort 
and instruction he would soon be reft 
of; but willing to appear less selfishly 
grieved than he was in fact, he uttered 
some playful folly about his friend*s 
invariable eye to his profession of admo- 
nition, and proceeded to ask him some 
question connected with his future plans. 

Their conversation soon took a deci- 
£ S 



iaHy scrioui* cheuracter; Ri^rt, with 
all tb^ eaa^nestoess of aflectiMi f@(r Of»$ 
oBjeci^, afid^tbe cd0^6i%« 0f i^niatuitiiav 
l^esoi^glM:' Atmbi^g te» tmtick over the 
eemfbn (tf hb motheri^ ^d i»(^ to ormt 
^ p099il^kropp(»tiiQity^f letting b^bear 
of all he lovei^ at; Marii^n^dttipt. Mi^ pr^N 
iftheAj 0& Mis' party to^ be lU^watehliltfbr 
similar opporttmifiesr j nevfer td^ irturfi 
mt6 dtoger without ai just^fialftoK obji^cft 
krviewj ancf always to remtBittto« tlmt 
^ffienevei?* any exigenc^^ requir^^ ift he 
had a father's pilrtse in^t^M 6i^ Mr^ V^t^ 
dferhoveHj to have rdcou^e tb, attd a 
BrotBer^s- iir that (rf Ai?embrt^. 

iTiis way was* tlie only atie in- wbteh 
these &i6fidi» spoke tff money tbgetlitft^ 
Rupert would- never alfew* that it w«9 
jastifi^lein aman^ to inek^alse tbo^f^sp^ 
pihgs of his siliQation-^for SO' h0 cattbii 
many things' which others deemed itrdis^ 
pensible, — by dl-awing^ updn tttfe gm^ 
losity of friendb. ^ A maw's' f^tuw/' 
he would s&Yf *^ is his post j he must 



k«^ t<y i% iB loiig a^ it k ten^bie. 
Whett it is m teflgei' ^a, then h* tndy 
e^ in help.'^ 

Aremberg fSllt the ncfb][di«ss itfd just- 
ness of liris sei^^tiieitt) aerd h^ tesigtied 
fl^refor^ from i*«]^ect f<rf it, the liimty 
it would have befett to hfen t6 pour Gpmi 
]^ fritiikd silt thode eiegaikdis and oain^ 
forts ivbich he disi?egarded ferf hmisdtf; 
9nd which hfs income could ha'^^e ptir- 
chimed, hid he willed iu Renewing his 
assurance of a- ton's <3btisiderafic^ for 
Madame Roselheim, and promising to 
go outof his toad €6 bid adieu to Colonel 
ftoSl^Hydih, and tdlk With him over the 
late ^^tt^s, he tottk a hasty leive df the 
fMend he l«v«d abc!<^ most earthly things, 
ind WouM h^ve itft him, had ndt Rupert 
itttdst^ up6n seeStig him d mile or two' 
dti his vfiy. 

As (Jutttirig the tbwn, they rdde to* 

gethei^ thtoiigh the liftes of the caitfp, 

IRipert was itiartled by aC Stiddeh sliout 

firdm ttte dlen ; h€ looked routed to sei^ 

E 6 
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wlnyat occasioned their acclamations : but 
when he found that his acquittal was the 
cause, a bright colour overspread his 
face; and with feelings even more. agi- 
tated than those he had so lately experi- 
enced in the military court, he lifliedllia 
hat and passed on, bowing from side tp 
$ide, with lodics that acknowledged the 
honest greetings of bis humbler associr 
ates. When th^ burst of enthusiasm for. 
himself subsided, h^ was equally gratified 
to perceive the concern of the soldiers at 
Aremberg's departure from them: the 
looks of many of them, showed that they 
knew his intention of going, not to return* 
Aremberg now repeated it to them, addt 
ing, that he left his blessing with tliem, 
and his entreaty that they would oilen 
call to mind what he had so often said on 
the subject of their duty as Christian 
soldiers^ fighting avow^ly fi>r conscience. 
Some of the men promised obedience 
at once ; others said they would remem- 
ber, if they could ; ^d a few, perhapa 
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more doubtful of themselves, but equally 
alive to the good conduct of others, 
merely cried, *• aye, God bless your 
honour, any how P' and walked on* 

A mile or two beyond the camp, the 
friends agreed to part. Once more they 
grasped and held each others hands in 
silent concern for a moment or tw<^ 
then mutually wrung them, and nod* 
ding the farewell they did not trust 
themselves to utter, turned their horses* 
heads in an opposite direction. 

Rupert immediately pulled his hat 
over his eyes, and lightly spurring his 
charger, galloped back to his quarters, in 
no mood for company* ^ 

But company quickly intruded, and a 
kindly mob of brother officers rushing in 
to congratulate him upon the termination 
of his wearisome confinement, revived in 
him the animating feelings of gratitude 
and pleasure. 

These feelings were, indeed^ revived ; 
and the certainty that Aremberg, though 
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Idst tti him for i WM^t \Wis dif rying joy 
to his mother, sooii ihi^de hM c^sid^r 
hfe departure a^ a sifbject of gladness 
rather than regi'et. 

But like liiost other peiwns, after part- 
ihg from a friend, Rupeift rem^ttibered 
ilumWli^ss: things he had left un^said, $md 
as- tiiBtiy qd^^idtiaf irnslsk^d, t^hich he 
wdhdei^d o6iiId have escaped hi^ notice 
at the tittie. He! was surprised fo fittd 
Howfittle he knew of Arembei-g^s joit!rney 
into Alsace, or of his d^abl0 cotopianidtii*' 
thithcir ; arid he blaMied himself for hav- 
iftg A) inconsiderately fitted nearly Mt 
their conver^tiotis with hia 6wn itimt^e-^ 
diate interests j leaVifig so sth^lll a portion 
tb Mendship' and Sympathy. 

Be now rtfcolfected, with shame, that 
more than once he had turned the dis)- 
course from the themte of Madame Kra- 
zau's suffering state, and Adolpha Falk* 
enberg's exemplary attention to all thfe 
sick, sometimes ^u^ttlbuB fancies, oTthat 
poor invs^d: and while remembering 
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ihisy he admired his friend for delicately 
forbearing to urge a theme, which was 
most likely begun with the wish of kind- 
ling a warmer sentiment in Rupert's 
breast for that dtarming^ ;^oung woman, 
than the latter had acknowledged to him 
<bat he did fed^ or the evenh^. of bit 
pariaiig witib her at Maritndorpt. fiitfc 
tcio sadly c(»aviiiced, that Adolpha cM^d 
never now, ^be m&tt to^ him^^ than an a£* 
fecttonately considered itelath^ey Rupert 
etmi^^led hiirlself iec tUe aMi^ingiinHtten^ 
tmte to his ftiead^sebjeti:, by thieking^ 
tbaty at smy rate^ he^ hatd not a^viakened 
expectations whiefa hetntustfaer^aliCT dis- 
appoint. 
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CHAP. HI. 

Released from personal restraint, and 
restored to active duty^ Rupert lost nor 
time in resuming the business of his mili- 
tary situation; he found, however, no 
assistance from those directly in authority 
over him. The successor of Count Crat* 
zensteiii, like the successor of Marshal 
Torstenson, seemed little disposed to 
afford him opportunities of evincing his 
talents or displaying his bravery. He 
was a minion of General WrangePs ; ex- 
pert in discerning at a glance, where 
favour pointed, or veered from ; and pre- 
pared, therefore, to check the enterprise 
ing spirit of the young soldier whom 
the Commander-in-chief evidently beheld 
with a jaundiced eye. Thus he con«» 
trived to bind Rupert, almost wholly, to 
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mere parade duty in the town, or to fo- 
raging parties in those quarters out of the 
likely range of the enemy : purposely 
keeping him out of every expedition 
where real service was to be done» and 
credit acquired. Others Were entrusted 
with reconnoissancest or surprizals^ or 
employed in difficult convoys of provi- 
sions, ammunition, &c., while he was kept 
in the eye of the camp os a mere toy- 
shop soldier, drilling recruits, and over** 
looking accounts, &c., till his patience 
was nearly exhausted. 

Never was there a grleater trial of 
temper and ^loderation than such a one 
as this, to a young and spirited man, con- 
scious of former desert and present zeal. 
One of two things, he knew, must bei in* 
tended by this treatment ; either to stamp 
upon him the character of being yet un- 
cleared in the private opinion of his 
judges, therefore not trusted ; or to sink 
him by degrees in the estimation of his 
military companions. 
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Hk oompamoos in af ms^ howevef i 
wetemdre just thaa tbo6e that oppnssB^d 
him had hoped to fi&d them : l^y .daW 
thcdi: brave as9oeiate f^tered to ifi^cri^ 
6uB tgshfiy likb ni>rsmi discarded war-hors^i 
l?ho hears the eoufid df the trumpet a£ir 
off in the day of battk^ atid struggle to 
rush ixitc^ the rafiks of Ms former fytbei 
tb00, remdmberiDg that hb belongs to a 
diffiferent mastery droops aidd yieids to 
his dianged destifiy. 

Rupert's mimediaed met], mtittet^dini 
secret many a deep euri^ agaitMl hij 
dolotsel: for tfa^ gultdi^ «0t> that this 
^ppres^atk had a higher tour<ie ; knd 
g^eEaMyconcluded tbeii^ ^udeeikSoAiium^ 
upott whatever l^rave exploit took ^lace, 
by iStetyJflg that it was a shame that Ca^* 
««^ BK^^elhdin ivasi previstited frottH 
sbarittg i» it. 

tlupert had en<^h (^ the ilifirmitjr 6f 
hmida^ i^ture, to be tetnpted to Vi(dat6 
«h€i tk\^ he had imposed upoii his ovftt 
conduct, that of neveip ftteeking^ to dii^tii!!- 
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gttisb himieWi idd€^p«itdemly of public 
sttvkse : it irauld dls» biti^ been 6asy for 
hkn, to have eovdr^d MtflMlf «rkh that 
90ft off^ko9y wbkh ^^etes* dl e^es, eic* 
cqri; these of ooti|>lete flfidsiei^ k wiir< 
CVmId he h«r«flit O0ntefitedty« under the 
doliviotiMi lAieLt he b^ spilt bk own attd 
ottewB* blood, trkh nogrkMr < objeet 
than to hear his MttleOniee^diOte echoed 
Mfhhi suxhm, he mlghe hstve mttde op> 
pocfomcies for fot«l% p^tiM ti^' th« 
eseiity into lis^esB &M .baaaydoufi Jgbt. 
- But.&eni fihiv ten»platJo% ieonseienc^ 
d£feqtQ»lly setured hiai;) aftftou^h iio 
sense of d«tft^ r^ht cdtild ftteel hiei faeaVt 
Agi&ntikihe'ttBgtMi'OlUei^ng, or fkdcyit^ 
tiiob )M^8«ir, his> tmtty Mrdls drc^hig 
tokfvby ld»fy isttder the' cold bli^t of 
«ttV|y. • A^vmt -2^ ^j^MIike ^is, Rdp6^ 
Kftd flotlking tso^oppose : it Mriy Ma^er <^d 
bis> aiild, yet d^etffkl ^rki and deo 
priii^d e^alfy o( hisi mtdetA fcindty 
tfdcv^^ as of A^cHiibi^g''^ mOre efifeclsuftl 
tOttrfiiMrtittgdj 6e i«Mk ihto a; depresition 
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of heart, which assumed the appearance 
of disease. Rest and appetite forsook 
him; and though he retained either 
strength or resolution sufficient to go 
through the routine of vexatious duties 
allotted him, the mortification might 
have struck a mortal blow to bis mental 
powers, had not an unexpected event 
aroused him out of himself. 

During the period of his confinement, 
and subsequent penance of inaction^ 
Rupert made frequent enquiries of those 
most Jikely to know, concerning the con- 
duct of the imperial court, with respect 
to Julian. From these persons he re- 
ceived important information. Greneral 
Wrangel was not a man to be questioned^ 
and he never volunteered any thing to 
those not authorised to enquire. The 
public news of a hostile court were not 
easily got at by the members of an oppo« 
site party, so that Rupert collected only 
imperfect, often contradictory, accounts. 
It was saidi that the Count of Rhine- 
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gravestein's application to the imperial 
authority for an order to obtain his child 
from whatever hands detained him, had 
been counteracted by a private appeal of 
his Countess's, avowing the act j justifying 
it on the plea of religion, as her child 
was at the time of his seizure deprived 
of his spiritual director, and ex|)osed to 
the influence of heretics, the more dan- 
gerous from the power they had obtained 
over his infant mind j threatening to 
carry the cause to the Court of Rome, 
in case the Emperor should be so careless 
of the souls of his faithful subjects, as to 
order the restitution of Julian. 

With her usual mixture of boldness 
and address, this practised woman had 
thrown out several hints of her deter- 
mination, either to exert her influence 
over her powerful kindred, for or against 
the cause of the Emperor, just as his 
favour to her, or his adverse conduct, 
sliould point out Hoping, doubtless, 
that his perilous situation, at the present 
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juncture, frotft the (iesertk^ cf «o many 
^U^s, wojuWi make him ^toop io mj^ 
«i^siu:e$. for repptiriog his ^lured for* 
tmiie* 

Some persons assertiE^ that this letter 
was; answe^red by a» assuraoce of protec- 
^aa; ftoBfi thei Ausitriap Court, by a gray* 
declaratioA of the \¥xHer'& pious abrm 
foi: her soa'i^ spiritu^ wel&re; md that 
after a few welUgptfUp^ scenes on the 
P^rt of hen Iwd; s^ch aa oouoter-peti-^ 
tions^ pvatesl;s« expii^asiom of profotmd 
cojjcern,. as, a mxk frf honour, but of 
uuquallfiedsubmissjpii, «3 a gmd C^tho^ 
lie, the whote a^jr was Qcmsider^ ended, 
the boy sa£i$ly l^dg)^ laAiler the patemal 
roof) ^^. the AliUes left ftiee to rail, aiad 
fi^t on,. 

In (q)positioQ ta thie^ report,, adiffienesit 
one was. circuliEUQd* Ife wias stated, that 
the Emperor had decided on the honour- 
able side, and pronounced his opinion 
accordingly : that Rhine^gf ayestein, after 
applying in vain to his wife for the place 
IS 
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of her soa's eoflieealnicnt, hafviiig equally 
failed in threats and soothings, hsd 
broken openly with her, ^ougb still 
intent upon the recovery of his heir. 

The fir^t in^orioua report could only 
pain Aiipert, as a malicioiis ^sebeod : 
a&er hi$£rtherf3 letter ti^ theConunander^ 
ixi^hie^ he had neiver entertained* a doubt 
of his int^rity j and he therefore fielt 
inclined to give cre4«t; to much of that; 
which presented him» as he beiteved^ 
he deserved^ 

The confueion of tumultoary wishes^ 
andimprdiable results, wUi<^ this <qi>iiiion 
gave bhrth to, on the subject of his mo^ 
therV may be; imagined, but need noibe 
dwelt on. They Were the transient 
drelim of a heart that somethne^ ^kim* 
bered ove^ tb^ memory of what grieved 
it most: biit onoe^ awakened, to siidi 
recollections, every aiiy scene of hap. 
piness^ in Which his iatiie^V imi^e, 
shared with that of his mother, Tainished 
into nothing. 
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Rupert's mind, at this period, had lost 
its power of extension : it was unable to 
stretch beyond two subjects. The first, 
was that of his father's unredeemed 
pledge, either to restore Julian, or to give 
himself up in his stead : and the second, 
brooding anxiety over the only event 
which was likely to remove him from the 
irksome state of contemptuous inactivity, 
to which he was kept by the united de- 
termination of his Colonel and his General. 

This was a battle : and that was talked 
of as certain, if the French should sue- 
ceed in crossing the Neckar, in the face 
of the Archduke's army; because with 
such an addition to his force, even should 
thp Austrians think fit to retire without 
a blow, it was Wrangel's intention to 
enter Bavaria immediately, and attack 
Rhinegravesteiri, who was stationed there 
to cover Munich. 

^ A battle either lost or won, if it did 
not provide an everlasting asylum for 
Rupert, against every species of earthly 
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wrong and sorrow, would probably c^use 
a material change in military dispositions ; 
and the regiment he belonged to, might 
then be added to some division under 
the commarwi of a general less preju- 
diced against him than his present com- 
mander. 

To this Solitary hope, Rupert looked 
with the feelings of a man journeying 
over a pathless waste, guided by a sin- 
gle star which is every moment on the 
point ^of sinking behind impenetrable 
clouds. 

The dear ideas of Meeta and his 
mother, of Julian and Aremberg, the 
respected one of Muhldenau, aU that 
used to thrill him with joy, or melt him 
into tenderness, appeared no longer in 
his forlorn musings. Yet the very es- 
sence of what seemed his present self- 
absorption, was in fact the love he bore 
to these cherished objects: since their 
vital interest in his honour and advance- 

VOL. IV. F 
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ment> made both more momentous in ha?- 
eyos. .. . : , ;■ •. '- -;. 

In thi^^ mood, one. evening, : after being 
relieved from Idutyby the oflBcer of the 
night, and returning botDe, he was met , 
by a non-commissioned officer with ai' 
message from the commander-in-chief, 
desiring his immediate presence in the 
council-room. Rupert signiBed cbedi^ 
ence by a kindly inclination of the bead, 
for he was in no disposition to talk j ^nd 
quickening his pace, so as to precede 
the man, without conjecturing why ha 
was summoned, walked on in silence. 

Having reached the GeneraPs quar- 
ters, and given in his name, he went 
forwards after the servant in attendance j- 
but observing a sort of gaze and expect^ 
ancy in all the faces he passed, be stoj^ 
and asked with some eagerness,, whether 
the enemy were advancing ? 

The per&on he addressed was about 
to answer, when an aid-de-camp of 
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Geberil WraogePs sadd^nly opened the 
door of the apartment they were seek-, 
ii)g, and Rupert entered with his ques- 
tion unsatisfied. 

A group of General oflScers stood at the 
further end of the hall, discoursing to- . 
gether. The tallest of them turned his 
head( rounds at the noise made by. the, 
openiUgjcl0or,;andJRtupert saw bis father. 

The: shbcfle:dfsyeh a; surprise was like 
a thunderbolt; he stagger^/ and ^ fell 
against the side of the apartment. 

Rhinegravestein*s face, \yhich had 
flushed vw^ylon his son's entrance, now 
wholly lost its colour ; he made one or 
two;atfeps forward : but evidently recoU 
^lecttnglhin^self^ the place he was in, and . 
the character he had to support; perhaps 
also, afraid of a humiliating repulse, he.. 
drew, back, and resumed his format 
graceful air of manly ease. ; 

Rupert bad neither lost consciousness, 
nor the power of assisting himself; bwt 
while te was hurryingly trying to extri- 
F 2 
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cate his arm from a young officer, in flie 
fiavarian uniform, who sprung immedi-^ 
ately to bis assistance, he heard sounds^ 
and beheld objects, which had no reality. 

A confused sentiment of rebutment 
at General Wrangel, for betraying him 
into this exposure of private feelings, 
restored instant and deeper colour to his 
cheek, as he resumed an erect posture, 
and by a violent effort, asked in a dis- 
tinct, though rather indignant voice, 
" What were his Excellency's com- 
mands ?** ^ 

Wrangel evidently found pleasure in 
prolonging the hard task of self-command 
in the two principal objects before him j 
for he made a tedious speech, when a 
short one would have sufficed, purport- 
ing that the Count of Rhinegravestein was 
come himself in person to re-deliver up 
his heir into the hands of the Allies ; 
redeeming, therefore, his pledge to that 
effect : that he, the Swedish Commander^ 
had tleemed it right to send for the actual 
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ci^tor of the boy, that be might eith^ 
resome former responsibility on his ac- 
count, or consent to transfer him en- 
tirely (art the price of an equivalent for 
his ransom^ which the Allies would 'pay) 
to the Allies themselves. 

While General Wrangel was speaking, 
Rupert's senses began to confuse again, 
and his heart to beat oppressively. His 
eyes he purposely kept fixed updn the 
speaker's fa«, to preserve them from the 
fascination of 'Other objects ^ yet the 
countenance of bis father seemed abso- 
lutely printed upon virion } and a low, 
ipleai»i\g m^mur, like the fining of a 
yoQBg dove, kept thriUing in his ear, 
convincing him that Juliati "Mras in the 
itpartment also. 

Hiese inqpressions were sufficient to 
unman a robuster nature than his. His 
heart, aJineady oveiifiowing with number* 
less affecting recollections^ yeart>ed to 
his in^cent brother } ahd tlie suspicion 
that his lather had risked hk safety, per- 
F 3 
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hapi^ Ms military ' chiaracter, only to sec 
his face again, melted all the resolutions 
of dispassionate afnd strict justice. He 
felt, too, what an eflTort it must cost his 
father to maintain any appearance of that 
perfect self-possession which was reqcd- 
site for the dignity of hi& stafibn. ©Hef 
and self-abasetiiient,^ he _ fondly hoped, 
must be i» his father's heart; for if not, 
that heart ni list have grown callous to 
every sentin^ent of virtuous i^hame, and 
every sense of obligation, 

-' Whether RhinegraVestein were or were 
not looking at him,' all the time bis son 
was listening to General Wrangel, Rupert 
knew not; but he felt with keen scorn 
of himself that his own complexion was 
undergoing such a variety of changes, 

*^as must nuike it ea^for every by-stander 
to read what was passing ivithin him*^ 

• The Gbiflm^Twderi-in^ Chief had to re- 
peat the questiobvwitb; whidi he closed 
his harangue. - ; * i'o > .iv. * . . 
" I have spoken to this ^stkm. be- 
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,fore, please your Excellency,** said Ru- 
pert, recovering himself. " Field Mar- 
shal Torstenson had the goodness to re- 
port my answer to. the Allied Powers. 
I hope, therefore, it is not netessary for 
lAetQ Repeat it npw. But your Excel- 
. cellejjqy jnust > be . aw^re that ail inferior 
ofiGbeiL engaged in aqtive service cannot 
pledge! himself either to his commanders, 
or to the friends of his. prisoner, for the 
safety and person of that prisoner: I 
must therefore beg tp. be: instructed on 
this subjetfU'* 

Rupert still kept his bead turned to- 
wards General Wrangel : the latter an- 
swered brusquely, ^( You must take the 
difficulties you choose for yourself: I 
profess. Sir, that I coidd never under- 
stand the punctilio of not wholly resign- 
ing your right in a prisoner whom you 
cannot dispose of without the authority 
of. the very powers to i whom you refuse 
him/' ~ Rupert merely bowed: Wran- 
.gel went op. 7*- m The Allies are ready, 
F 4 
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^ven now, to give yoa a fair pricse for 
him.** Then turning to Khinegrave- 
stein with sarcastic civility, *< but what 
are the wishes of the young Lord's 
friends?" 

<< To ransom him at any prlce^ on the 
instant!'* answered the Count with vi- 
vacity. The sound of his Voice made 
Rupert shiver audibly; but he only 
clasped his folded arms tighter together, 
and remained still looking another way. 

** Will your Excellency allow me to 
make this propoiSal again to *the ASies ?^* 
resuoied the count with dignity: then 
in a tone of deep feeting, ^* to .kilian's 
brave captor, I -ofibr only --^ a fath^'$ 
tbanksr* 

The phrase was equivocal, but it went 
straight to a scm's iieart ; and the tenda** 
ness and anguish it wrought there, were 
agony to controul. 

Rhinegravestein's j^ncl^ed lip quiver- 
ed for a moment after die la^ expreraion 
escaped him, and his -eye, m which 
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a miic waft *did^fcrible> U&gereA y^t 
longch* <6h ihb figure of his -mn ^ but 
qtiicfely r^stitning litttn^eA^ he a^ded, ^< If 
money cantiot {)upchase my boy^ »ego- 
ciiaticMi tiiast 4)6 tri^fl agaiiu Till tbe^i, 
gend(3mc$t), do with him a& it^seans bei^t 
to ifteii <tf ko^iour : sooi^ ©f yoa, per- 
haps, aite p^r^frts alsa'* 

" Comtt Rhiiaegrg.vesteiti,** d[>se^ed 
Wrangel, with an arr of contempt, vaiirfy 
cloaked trndeft a look of bliint raillery, 
" in all things you revive the days of 
romance !—- ytM seem tb forget that 
80und pofiey has more to do with expe- 
^dfenfcy, ihm generosity i if we are to do 
Justice, we trtost provide agaansft d isrecoiid 
seizure of tliis chiW, wteth^r we arfe, 
or a^e no^ pai«en!ts.'' 

Rhii^egravesteiA jui^t tin^^d ^his f*U, 
fine eye ^pon -feim with tii ^expression of 
calm disdaiii : then, m if dowipletely dis- 
gi^ted witli the printipal, looked rotmd 
tlpon the ^jther «ienibers df «hi6 hastiiy- 
.coUected council, and said, " Of course, 
F 5 
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my propasi|t for ttiy son Jij^im^s-nmom 
: or exchange, will be made to liigher 
authorities, even th^n those witk Hrhieh 
1 have the honour of treattpg novr. I 
eome hither simply to. deliver u^ my 
boy, and to redeem my owti bpnauiv: ' 
• " Your .Excellency has done both, at 
some risk,'* General Wrar^el rejoined, 
with that supercilious air with which 
worldly minds endeavour to throw ridi- 
cule upon the noble daring of loAy 
ones. 

*< 1 have confided myself to the ho- 

. ncwr of brave enetmies : — no odier risk,'* 

^ Rhlnegravestein sdt^ilingly said; << and 

if there were, it would be worth some* 

thing, to have gained the p;*e8ent oppor- 

tunity of expressing my unfeigned admi- 

. ration of the mosfe gallant troq>s in^ the 

world — except my own ! — Gentlemen, 

you must allow me to except my own..'* 

, And "having his plumed hat with that 

-mien of noble ; frankness which distin- 
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..guisbed him, be smiled agaia upon tbe 
company pf'esent* 

Rupert wa* onc^ more witbin the 
sphere of his father's fas(;ination ; and 
alarmed at the flood of fpro^er feelings 
which was pourii^g in upon hl^ s^oul, he 
. i;epeajted his request to Qeneral Wr^gel, 
tliough in a less steady voice than at 
. fii'st, that be would say what was ex- 
pect!^ of bim with regard to his sur» 
veiUance of the prisoner. 

** If you will again be answerable with 
your life, or your good name^ for his 
forthcoming," replied Wrangel careless- 
ly, ** you may name his prison your- 
self/' 

" Then be it the monastery of 
St* John's in this town," Rupert said 
promptly* accepting at once the risk 
which. must depend upon the good faith 
of one personage present. " 1 should 
hope such a situation may please all par- 
ties/' .\V./ '. * ■ 

. . F 6 
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This proposal was immediately can* 
vassed by the different officers, whom the 
arrival of Count Rhine^ravestein's flag 
of Iruce had assembled at General 
WrangePs call. iThe character of the 
Abbot of St. John's stood high, both 
with catholics and protestantsj his 
house, therefore, was likely to remain un- 
molested, whatever might be the ultimate 
fateofDonawert itself: and the opimon 
was unanimous in favour of the proposal. 

This opinion pronounced, after that 
discussion concluded the ostensible bu- 
siness of the meeting, General Wrangel 
pulled out his watch, and prefacing the 
uncourtly remark, with a slight apology, 
told Count Rhinegravestein that he had 
only so many hours left for his return, eie 
the time of truce granted would expire, 
advising him therefore to iinisli whatever 
he might yet have to do. " Youi' Excel- 
lency perhaps wishes to be alone with 
this young gentleman for a few minutes,*' 
he said, rising with a parade of consi- 
14 



deration at tmce tiB indelicate tis i\U 
placed. 

" Our business, I befieve, is over,*' 
rejoined Rhinegravestein with digriity, 
withdrawing his eye which liad immedi- 
ately glanced expectingly towards Ru- 
pert, and which now turned from' his 
averted face wirfi something like disap- 
pointment. 

** Captain Roselheim !'* he said, with 
instant firmness,and coming forward with 
Julian in his hand, " I restore yon your 
prisoner.'* ^ . . . 

From the collected air with which 
Rhinegravestein 1)egaTi this address, it was 
evident he meant to have said somethitig 
more — something complimentary per- 
haps, to his son's valour and generosity; — 
something to baffle the obvious disposition 
to scortiM triumph discernible in Geneffal 
.Wrangel; but his nature was too soft, 
his inward humiliation too i5trong, io 
bear hhn ably through the part he would 
have acted J and his voice faltering, in the 
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•isjoiddle of the short sentence, wholly 
failed him at the ccmclusion. 

Rupert .met his advance in si|e0ce : 
he received Jidian's hand; with inward 
trembling and outwftrd composure ; still 
^ keeping his eyes steadfastly fixed upon 
the ground. But his father drew a 
short, quick sigh, and Rupert instinct- 
ively looked up } — their eyes met. Tlbe 
feeling of that instant of time, was never 
effiiced from either of their hearts, to the 
endof their lives. 

As if every other person had received 
the same impression, an immediate still- 
ness took place of the brief bustle with 
which the diffisrent officers Mere moving 
frcmi their places* 

The whole scrae seeaoed to go round 
witb Rupert : but he remained standing 
xaottonlesa aa a statue, claa^ng the hand 
pf. Jjodifiii in both his, and looking down 
upcni the d^d's upraised face, uncon- 
scious Qf what he locked on. The- sen- 
sitive little creatujT^^ste^ pale and 
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laotioidess : he was evidently schocded 
beforehand, into patient 8ubmi^ion. 

Khinegravestein passed his^ ^and hastily 
across his forehead, then ttgbtenkig his 
doak round him, motioned to the aid- 
de*camp that had accompanied him^ to 
i^ow ; and bowing with that graceful 
and noble air which msd^ the manly 
beauty of his appearance ao striking, 
bade the Swedish officers good night; 
addingf ** Now, Gentlemen, which of 
you will do me the favour of blinding 
me ?'• 

Something was said in reply, Rupert 
knew not by whom ; nor what was spoken* 
His father's eyes were bandaged, a pre^^ 
cautionary form customary on similar 
occasions; his aid-de-camp submitted 
to the same usage : a confused stir of 
bats and swords, of salutes and other ci- 
vilities^ succeeded ; after winqh all was 
^^, and he found himaelf .fell alone 
with the Commander-iorchief and the 
Kttle Julian^ 
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&etreraiWrangel roused Kim from life 
stupor, by coldly Ibtddmg bhn conduct 
ills young charge to tJie sanctuary he had 
chosen for him. And isignifying the few 
formalities of a centiriel, &c, tibruptiy 
had'e him good Tiight, 

Rupert led jFdian by the hand/qtiickly 
Tout of the hall : but the moment they 
were beyond the door, he lifted him up 
from the ground to his heart. The child 
threw his iittie arms about his brother*s 
neck, and bursting into a convulsive 
passion of sobs and tears, clung there 
with a confidence of protection, which 
touched Rupert to the soul. 

Our hero would fain have taken him 
to hiB own (Quarters, at least for a while j 
but General WTangel*s orders were posi- 
tive : atid ralfher seeking to shelteT the 
chiid*s feelings fro'm the observation of 
passing soldiers, thati to skreen his deli- 
cate form from thfe night-air, he wrapt 
bis cloak over him writh one arm, while, 
with the other, he held him close to Kfs 
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breast, and proceeded thus, deliberately 
and sadly, towards the monastery of 
St. John's. 

Many were the profound and troubled 
sighs which Rupert drew as he went 
along ; many were the tender pressures 
he^ gave this dear burthen ; many the 
whispered sootbings he mixed with kisses 
as he bent bis face down to that of the 
weeping and exhausted child, and :tried 
to re-assure him upon the circumstanices 
of his new situabidn. His own heart meaQ- 
wbile was wmng with the most poignaiit 
pity. T-here jwas sonudthing inexpressilidy 
affecting to his imagination m the hard 
destiny of an innocent condemned to 
suffer for the faults of others ; hantesed 
with alarm and fatigue, bewildered twith 
present suffering and dreading more, 
bearing in his guihless person the punish- 
ment due to a wicked mother and erring 
father. 

It was evident from what theiittle J«- 
Uan said now, and his previous iicha^our 
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in the council-room, that his gentle spirit 
was completely awed into endurance of 
whatever was destined to him by strange 
hands. It was only when he felt him- 
self agiain in his hieart's home, the arms 
of that brother whose affecticm's stamp 
liad efl^ced the lighter imprdssions of 
infancy, that he seemed setf^privileged to 
vent his gridf and testify his terrors. 

Rupert became quite convinced of this, 
when, after reaching the Monastery, and 
asking admittance to the Abbot, he was 
told the fraternity were at midnight mass, 
and was bidden to wait in one of the 
empty rooms. 

There he had leisure to look at, and 
questionr Julian. 

The child's wan and sunken cheek; 
. his altered countenance, altered from soft 
playfulness into an expression of eager, 
anxious expectation i the tremulous in- 
terruption of his dejected voice, rnad^ 
one question unnecessary: it was im- 
possiUe to inquire whether be bad been 
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happy when he got back to his parents. 
Rupert forbore such mockery ; but, 
again and again, sealing his lips upon the 
pallid forehead and quivering eye-lids of 
-the little victiiii,; with a choaking sensa- 
tion ia his ownv breast, he merely in- 
•quired : :ho\?: he hakl been . since they 
.jpaPtedJast? ':i , . . . 

, Julian's young heart burst its* flobd- 
I gates on this : his story was short, and 
told confusedly ; but Rupert gathered 
enough from his broken recital to be 
certiun of the following facts. 

The ruflBans by whom the boy was 
taken from Mariendorpt^ had not exe* 
'Cuted their task with much consideration, 
either for the health of the young beir, 
nor for the state of his mind : they had 
most likely considered a child as little 
better than an image unconscious of re<- 
moval, for. they hurried him onto Cologne^ 
\through the various changes they were 
obliged to makein.timr mocte of * tsacveU 
]iBg to esc£^ detection, without takii)g 
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the slightest trouble to appease his alarm, 
or to lessen his exhaustion. 

Either the Cpuiitess Rhinegravestein 
had been forced to seek her instruments 
among the dregs of society, or this care- 
lessness in t!he choice of them, spoke 
convincingly against her maternal feel- 
ings, — Her feelings, indeed, were of a 
diflerent sort: irritated self-willedness, 
hasty contempt of public opinion, wrath 
at being so long baffled by the obstinate 
adherence of tiue Aiffies to their first de- 
termination ; somethkig too, of ^iritual 
pride in thus braving disgrace for the 
•sake of rdligion ; above all, jealous hatred 
of the woman she would willingly have 
trod out of her hui^nd^ memory, as 
;sbe had driven her from bis bosom : — 
these combined, stimulated her to an act 
-of unescampled audacity, and supported 
her in defending it afterwards. 

Those communications from Holland, 
from Fath^Joacbim, which had awaken- 
ed many a atembering regret in h^r htwu 
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band's bi^aet, aiM; given biFth to real 
remorse there, had operated upon ber, 
like a malignant poison; and although 
after th^ first mixed burst of invective 
and dferision, with which she had canvaiS*. 
sed the Franciscan's first letter, Rhine* 
gravestein had retired from tfee subject^ 
with a steadiness she could not shake ; 
this intemperate woman found aaqde 
torture for herself, and fresh food for her 
animosity against his form^ injured wife, 
in the occasional depression of his spirits, 
and the frequent alteration of his looks. 
Slie fancied his heart returning to its 
earliest affections ; and she saw, with 
the vexation of 9^ nature insensible to the 
highest ordar of attachn>ent, that in pro- 
portion to the increase of those sad or 
mortifying thoughts in her husband, the 
lustre of those personal advantages was. 
tarnished, which were to her rain and 
sordid fondness, beyond all : of mind or 
heart. 
The Countess w^ suffiQiently awaro 
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of htr lord's nice feelings on the subject 
of honour^ not to venture at making him 
a party in the base scheme she meditated^ 
ef revenging hersdif upon the Allies, and 
afflicting, or disappointing some unfa- 
thoniable scheme of Madamie Roselheim : 
bijt she relied: upon the cCistomary iii- 
fluence of her d^rading blandishments^ 
to nmke him forgive the act now com- 
mitted^ and permit her to secure the 
imperial and papal mandate for her 
retaining the child, on the plea of his 
religious faith being assailed by the 
persons^ with whom his captor had placed 
him. 

Thus the Countess had, indeed, tried 
the fidelity of Father Joachim, through 
a secret emisaaiy, immediately after her 
purposed arrival at Cologne ; and failing 
there> had empkyi^ another agent to 
effect her wishes. 

When^ after his govemor^s death, and 
his own severe illness, the little Julian 
w$/s, at .lengthy seisedt and brought into 
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his mother's presence j her shocks and 
disappointment at seeing him, fully 
avenged those upon \^hom she had in- 
flicted the anguish of his sudden loss. 

Imperfectly, recovered from extreme 
weakness, with the disfiguring marks of a 
fearful disorder still on his colourless face, 
exhausted from want of sleep and foody 
(for the perturbation of his spirits, during 
his hurried journey, would scarcely allow 
him to take either,) and all tremulous 
with fear, the poor boy stood before the 
Countess, rather like a victim, conscious 
of immediate sacrifice, than with the joy 
of a child, unexpectedly brought withiQ 
sight pf its parent-bosom. 

When one of the ladies present, think- 
ing Julian had forgotten his mother's 
features, • tdd him ** to kiss her, for it 
was his mamma;" the Countess thrust 
him from her, exclaiming, he was 
changed i^ito a Uttle i^onster! The 
scene th^t foXiomed this cruel exclama- 
tion, mt^ be imaging She c^uld not 
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doubt his identity J though in her first 
fierce ravings she tried to do so ; — but 
she insisted that his beauty had been 
bewitched away by those vile people in 
Holland : and finally more enraged than 
every at the circumstances which had 
caused this mortifying change in the 
child she was proud of, not the cherished 
nursling of her love, she dispatched him 
on the instant, to the religious house, in 
another quarter of Germany, which she 
had previously destined for his asylum, 
till she could secure the protection of 
the Emperor and the elector, for him and 
for herself. 

Report had done justice to her lord, 
when it described his indignation at the 
steps she had taken : his protest against 
Julian's seizOTe and detention, was im- 
mediately sent off"' to the Congress at 
Munster, and the Swedish camp j while 
he hastened to throw himself at his 
sovereign's feet, intreating a public order 
for the instant delivery of the child, by 
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whatever person had htm in GiiStody; 
declaring otherwise^ his resolution to 
throw up bis military command, with all 
his honours, and do as has been stated — 
place himself a voluntary prisoner in the 
hands of the engmy. ' 

Not only the Elector of Bavaria,, but 
the Emperor knew well, that Rhine- 
gravfestein was the tnost^powerful arm of 
their cause; and although the political 
influence of his Countess had often done 
the latter gfeat- servdce^ that influence 
was evidently less powerful noWj With her 
princJely relations ; and tberefbre if a 
choicjB were to be made between them, 
self-interjBst could not but decide for the 
husband. 

•Thus the imperial mandate ivas ob- 
taine4 and issued, which foficed the 
* surrender of Julian by the Jesuits, in 
whose college he was secreted. — 
- RhiniBgravtestein ordered the child to 
be conducted to him at his camp, -^re- 
fused to see his Countess, until she 

VOL. IV. G 
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should express comtritiQn for what' be 
chose to dencMnioate her. inordinate zeal 
for her son's spiritual welfare ; md made 
arrangements for departing himself wi^h 
Julian, s6 soon as the latter should be 
recruited, after his hurrying and ch^lh 
less journey.: 

Eminently oliljied in cre^^tii^ (h* r&t 
viving affection, the few bri^ hours 
during which ]3.hinegr^vpst«iiii had Julian 
to himself made him completely majstei^ 
of his boy's heart again : hia compassionr 
ate and self-acci^sing tears washed the 
altered features of ^ fac^ where tl^ 
same sweet spirit of in&ptipe pqri^ a^id 
af&ctipn^ spoke more eloqujently thgn ia 
its days of health; but from .wbu^ s^ 
mother's eye had twrtied witb loathii^*;^ 

Before thJLs child alon§» did Bhinegrayti 
lutein give loo90 to the varied angm^ of luyi 
soul; often d^sping hin^i ciudd^^ply an^ 
closely to his brea^ aftep: a long Ipo^ at 
him, exdi^ming, «My potpsT: bc^y I My 
poor boy!" , ; 
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When the little Julian, by degrees re« 
covering from his stnpifying alarmi told 
the artless tale of all he loved and 
bad left at Mariendorpt — of all he had 
suSered since, his father's emotion rose 
to agonj^; and smiting his hands together 
in absolute, tearless despair, he excbuim- 
edf " Am 1 ever to be forgiven? " 

Well might Rhinegravestein, who had 
given this child such a mother, who had 
driven ^m his bosom such a woman as 
ufian'ii gttileleiss gratitude depicted, ask 
that question of his own heart, and 
Heaven : the one spoke not to him yet ; 
the other answered -* never. 

TcHTents of relieving teiars at length 
£^ from his eyes, while listening to this 
dear -son, now dearer than ever, from 
many a sad yet sweet association, and 
from all that he had innocently endured 
throi^h the fault? of those to whom he 
belonged. The hero of many a bloody 
field, vanquished by remorse and tender- 
9e8s, was now changed into a broken- 
o g 
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hearted, self-aflbhorring man, with whom 
t^e veriest wretch on earth, could He 
have read his soul, woiild ' not have ex- 
changed situations. 

But even in the midst of despair, Rhine- 
gravestein presented his natural .powei* 
of endearing ; and Julian, accustdmiid ^ 
to kiss away the often-stealing 'tears &f 
Madame Roselheim, and playfully to hold 
down the swelling heart of his brother 
wbeft he sighed, dimbed his fatheK^ 
knee to caress atid comfort him, believing 
that he wept at his altered looks; atlxl 
grievod for his kind governor's d^a'th. 

The mere attempt to soothe carri^ • 
c^nsjt^lation with ^it ; Rhinegi*avest^in^s 
tumultuous feelings subsided by degrees,- 
aikl'by the tina6 it Was right fbr 'hifti' to > 
set out for the Swedish camp, he 'had • 
acquired suiBScient comitiatnd ' Ovfer* him- 
sdfi to school Julian into silent obedi- ^ 
ence. . • * ' ^ - ' 

•To the chivalrous act of comttiftting 
himself tluis into ^he power of enemieV 



OF MAHIENpOHPT. ' Vi5 

^ Rhinegravestein ^as protupted, perlitlp^, 
as much by naturaj longing to se€i a ^oe, 
whose early reputatroq caused Jiina/^a 
feeling of paternal pride^ as in the .desire 
of retrieving his honour by somje action 
.which might oarry danger with it to.him- 
,selC Behind him, Jay the Swedish forces 
.under General • Koningsnvark j jb^efbrie 
<bim were those of Wrangel ^^ and further 
op, lay the splendid troops of France. 
Iff by any chance, his temporary absence 
from his camp were made known to 
either of the iirst-mentioned bodies; or if 
Saxony should treacherously complete its 
;4?s^rtion of the Emperor, by suddenly 
changing its present neutrality into ac- 
tive co-op^atipii wiUji his enemies, coii- 
sequences might ensue, fatal to Rbine- 
grave^tein's fame and fortune. 

But something must be risked, ere he 

.could believe himself wholly cleared iiom 

the foul blot oa his military good faith, 

given to it by his qwn wife ; something, 

tlie father at his heart whispered, which 

o 3 
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might rdleem him in the optnion of his 
son J sOTiethiDg, to rouse in that son a 

ilcindly sentiment towards him. 

What feeling of this unhappy man 

^ pointed towards the mother of Hie son 
who had sheltered and cherished the in- 
nocent usurper <rf' his rights, perhaps wfe 

-ought not to inquire; he was noWUle 
husband of another, tmd accbrdhig to 
the perverted judgment of arbttraiy law% 
civil and reh'gious, •— -^ the liemful hu^imnd* 
Thus there seemed guilt, even in hi* very 

' repentance j and whatever were the «eri- 
timents he felt fbr the wife of his youths 
they were driven down ^eep into his 
heart; they were carefully concealed 
there, even- from tm own examination ; 
and wjienever they rose and stnng him, a 
desperate eiort annMSieted and deadeneti 
them for a while. 

With his judgment upon his owncon^ 
duct thus hoodwinked by the ^eiy ie» e£ 
seeing' H in: a different light than^fllat be 
had done some* years before ; indined 
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yet to 4e^id faitusitf by what iie bdieved 
reason, idiile UMophiBticated consdence 
condemned hidi, Rhinegravestein had 
come to the meeting with hkt eldest son^ 
ia tiiat unsettled. state of feeling, which 
left ids imiduot in some degree at the 
maoy of cbrcumstaaces. He oame to i 
humiliatfed rather than repentant; un- 
feignedly resj>ecting the superior inte- 
grity of his soni yet retaining some dis- 
l^teasure at his rigid abstinence from all 
coQBeciian with himself: yeaniing for a 
§sm iqdments of mi witnessed emoiaon^ to 
^qpress his gratitade, and allow his* re- 
grets to be imagined, yet withheld from 
asking, this gratification, less through 
; awe of Rupert, than, from dread of bis 
cwk biadaUe contritioil being guessed at 
^y otlie]^ and ftiade a ground of cootemp- 
tnotis pity. 

With this feeling, when, on announ- 
cing himself to General Wrangel that 
offidoff immediately proposed summoning 
< his usual associates in council, and $end- 
G 4 
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ing for Rupert, RhinegraVastein at once 
acquiesced, hurt and' disappointed at not 
finding the delicaite taqt of concealed 
sympathy with his private concerns^ 
which he Would have shown in a similar 
situation. From that moment he en- 
deavoured ai much as possible to look, 
and 2|ct, and speak, as: though the cap-! 
tor of his heir were merely a respected 
stranger. - 

Fortiinatelyj he' had prepared Julian 
for what he called the behaviour neces- 
sary to support his father's dignity^ 
Like all persons accustomed to courts,^ 
RhikiegraVesteia wa§ particularly sore to 
ridicule, and dreaded what the French 
call a sdene Ivith disturbed apprehensive^ 
nes's. His ^ye atad hand, therefor^ had 
to recall Julian more thail once, during 
the late interview, to a sense of where 
be was, and to his previous promise of 
restraining both joy and sorrow. 

To all of those circumstances which 
tlie yOung Julian could tell, Rupert 
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listeided . with an affliict^d spirit j yet 
sometfaiiig .oi* pleasurable, mixed with 
this pain, as the same well-known ac- 
x^ents repeated names familiar to his ear, 
in the place which Rupert loved to deno- 
minate his home. ^ 

Julian spoke of his father with evident 
fondness ; and as he described, in artless 
<aTiconsciousness. of the feelings he was 
awakenings the tear^ and exclamations 
of the cdunt, daring their «liort interview, 
Rupert was forced to conceal his s.a4 syra» 
pathy, by burying his face in his hands. 
The hurried/glance ii0 had taken of his 
father just ere they parted, in the presence 
of General Wrangel, had left an impres- 
sion upon his memory, which agreed well 
with Julisui's moving account. 
' Rupert well remembejred bis father's 
l^uoyant and beaming look in the early 
days of what the. latter fajlsely . deemed 
his happiness: that look; was,, cha^ijiged. 
Still pre-emment in figuirei /eatures^ and 
manly complexion, the .radiavjce of the 
G 5 
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infortniftg qwrit was^eithar dulled bjrikl^; 
or clouded by hea?ythlwghtew l^fetight, 
in short, was witMrftw^ firofis tliia^ qiobl^ 
countenance: and fiCij^ert ci»dd lave 
grieved at such a.mariwg of Nature's 
xttasterpiece, had not filial piety inadeJnm 
rather consider the thangeas a sulgect oi 
gratitade. Once afflfected to ^ousness 
and sadness, Rhingmvestehi's otmous 
remorse might at last amount to j^mi- 
teiice, and justify his son in restoiuig to 
him all a son's tenderness. 

The gallantry of his father's conduct 
alsd, could not fail to touch the ixeart of 
a young soldier, naturally inclined to ac- 
tions of romantic generosity ; BXkA Rupert 
was rapidly running over in his mind, aU 
that his father had said in the Swedish 
cduncii-room, and xx>ntrasting it with the 
ignoble observations of General Wrangelt 
when the entrance of the abbot of St. 
Jdm's interrupted his reverie. 

The abbot was too good a catholic not 
to rejoice at the deposit committed to 
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him : Rapert received bis pledge not to 
deliver the child up to any one, who came 
without authority from the allied powers; 
and receiving also his permission to visit 
the monastery, whenever duty would 
pennit, he lifted Julian ip his arms, and 
pressed him affectionately to his breasts 

Julian was now familiar with patience; 
he returned his brother's farewell kiss 
without complaint, only praying the lat- 
ter to repeat, that he would come and see 
him every day. As Rupert did this, put- 
ting the little creature's passive hand into 
that of the abbot, he thought of the 
buried Franciscan, and fancied he must 
often have experienced what he felt at 
this, instant No father's heart could 
have been ftiller of concern, anxiety, and 
compassion, than Rupert's was then. He 
made but a few steps to the door of the 
room; and smiling back upon the piteous- 
looking child, tore himself away. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Rupert's care on returning home, after 
making the du^ reports at General Wran- 
gel's quarters^ was to communicate the 
most important part of what had just oc- 
curred, to his mother and his uncle. A 
letter was got without difficulty to the 
latter; but, it was afler much pains and 
frequent disappointment, that the one he 
wrote to Madame Roselheim wa& dis- 
patched through a mercantile house; to 
that of Mr. Vanderhoyen. 

The contents of both letters may be 
imagined. Whenever Colonel Roselheim 
was exceedingly displeased with the senti- 
ments of a correspondent, he never an- 
swered their epistle : and Rupert there- 
fore knew by that token, that his laud- 
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able Joy at his fa^faer^s Jafe action jiad 
notimet.Aieith similar feelings in the breast 
of hisbncleibut trusting to the effect 
of personal influence when their different 
duties should allow them to meet and 
discuss the subject temperately; he rest- 
ed satisfied with having acquitted himself 
of what he believed a duty; and dis* 
mi^ed the mortification from his miad. 

Rupertwasnot now in a mood to foster 
melancholy: the late events had. pro* 
duced a most salutary change in his feel- 
ings : he had so much to thank Heay^U 
for, that he would have deemed hiifts^If 
sinful had he continued to droop, even 
under the oppression of General Wrangel, 
and the empty life which that commauder 
forced him to lead ; and though he equld 
hot alter his allotted tasks,. he could per- 
form tliem dii9fer(5ntly than be had hither- 
to done: so that a very few dfiya re- 
covered his spirits, and restwed cheer fuU 
hess to his looks. 
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A dnily ^t to Juliaii contributed 
mainly to this renotatiion : to teUc even 
with a diild» of Meeta and Us mother, 6t* 
Arembergi and the father of Meeta,^ was 
the heart's holiday to Bupert. It was 
delieioas to bear that mf^nt vmce prat^ 
tling t^^ir praiaesy and recalling many 
a vanft^ed scene precious to memory^ 
It ^was delightful, too, to mark ^ 
amazing power iirif rapid vicbsitudes of 
suffering and sitnation, upoat^e charac-* 
ter of a little creature, who if kept for 
m espial time upon the lap of indulgent 
fondUiess, w<mld ]Mt>bably have shown 
some taint of that seliishfi^ss which 
indulgence pampers. 

Rest of body, and happiness c^ heart, 
qnickly renovated that 8uscept^n)le child. 
l%e monks (^ St John were kind ; tibey 
treated his delicate co^titutuHi judi- 
ciously, and the vi^ts (^his bj^ther were 
cordials of more efficacy than miedicipes. 

Either Julian's featurea were recovering 
their early regularity, or Rupert's eyes 
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mtidetlidcltiirm tftey 6aw ^ t^iam} for 
the Ittter ofteniorictd tadmiiiD^y at hm^ 
%d<ih isdigiiaBt recoUeotkm of tbe cruel 
e&cAamatioa attered hy hh lAuint^ral 
DMther : aa- raciamatioii i^hisc^ Julian's 
young liearC, Mtimd likely to eclK> m(k 
fear and nvoaiony to die md oF tis life* 
Rupevt-could not, would ndt und^rfake 
tOfftirflenthat in^ession; tbe extent, of 
his ferbeimuice widi regard t6 that un- 
principled woaoan, amounted fM:toly to 
fiBenee: and as Jt^an rirdy did more 
thttu glance at ker name^ Kfter the^st 
fall ti& of childi^' cobfidMce had sob- 
sided^ he was enabled to peraevere with^ 
out difficulty in this lihe of ooiiduct 

Possessing now an object of deep Mid 
tender interest in the person of his little 
brother, Rupert ielt the vexatiom of his 
situation less keenly than before ; i^ipo*- 
site considerations bsJaqced each other 
in bis mind : if his military duties w^e 
not of a nature to afibrd him glcury or 
profit» tiiey exposed him to less dacqij^ ; 



136 / THE VILLAGE 

and it was essential to Julian's wellnloing, 
perhaps, that his truest guardian should 
be preserved from the accidjents of War.} 
and if a battle were still at a distance, that 
might spare him the horrors of finding 
himself opposed in the field to his father. 
The expectatioil of a gener^ action 
had now, in fact^ died away. The French 
<irmy, instead :of endeavouring to cross 
the Necka, and join that of Sweden, 
had suddenly fallen back; ufiderlaj^en, 
and completed the reduction of Trev^ j 
-reinstating its prince, whom the Empfe- 
Tor had released without restoring his 
dominions, and thus terminating their 
share of the campaign. 
' General Wrangel, placed nearly be- 
tween the armies of the archduke Leopold, 
^and that of Rhingravestein, was only pro- 
tected from attack by one, or both of these 
generals, by the masterly dispcwitioaof his 
qamp and ^;He circumstance of General 
Kouigsmark's troops being on the skirts 
of Bohemia, ready to fall upon the rear 
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of the BaviarisiQ general, should he adven- 
ture a junction with the Archduke. . , 

,Thus each adverse cQQiaiartde.r seemed 
waiting for one of those : unexpected 
strokes in :the game of war, which opep 
new chances to him th^t first seizes it. 
tAfl&irs of posts were irequent between 
4he Austrian a^d, Swedish , troops^ And 
the pavalry of the latter, more th^a once 
distinguished themselves in a mdnuei: ^ 
brilliant, that ; ttiipert's breast swelled 
^esh with bitter mortification. . . ^ 

His uncle's fortuije, howevjgr, had 
taken a lucky, tiirn. : his defeiice; of a dit- 
ficultpost, and his bold surprize of one 
more important from the ^neivayj was the 
camp theme . for a period longer that 
usually allotted to similaij matters j arid 
when Rupert wrote to congratulate Jiim 
upon these new laurels, he wrote with an 
iionest warmth which elicited an afieo- 
tionate reply. 

'... Colonel Roselheim, afiected to treat 
the matter as^ a trifle, his custom, upon all 
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^^H^asions when oibws did him ju^oe^ 
enquifed, why the plague lie imver htttd 
^ his nephew exc^ as paifarolKtig the 
stt'eet^ or ntounting giuffd over gate«? 
aftd, put into complete good humoar by 
Im^^ptm sttcoess^ kidded a h^e ^t th« 
young^.cai^ilier was ratib^p purpo^d to 
F&i Adolpha Falconbefg l^ martial tci^ 
{doit^ than go sibling ^about for her^ Hk« 
a stdc 8bq)herd* -!*- He made no allui^oift 
whatever ^tber to his brothec or the 
y<Hii)g JiiKan ; butspoke largiely of Mo^ 
dame JRweibekn}' coogratulating Inm- 
«eU*npon the i»Mns which his^ fortunate 
capture had, afforded him^ of fovwarding 
her a few more ducats than ordinary. Id 
his{)06tacript'he evinced to Rupert^ tiutt 
fee had eith^ heard^ or guessed the reason 
of fajs forced inactiviiyy by tdling him 
he thought there was wider ^:^pe for a 
young soldier under a bold, bUindering 
fellow like himself, than binder cooler 
hmds^; and that being in want of some 
more force to muntain theadviHrtages be 
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hadgained^ be saitby tbe bearer <rf^ this 
^l^ter, ^ime to 4he ComtiiandeF*in^cbi«ft 
requiri^g^siidb a ^np^^j, and asking tlie 
-fwmroi lumag ^8 ii^>fa4sw included 
amcHigst tfaem. 

. HofvevM diitressed l^upert might be 
4it ^ idea of qotttilig a ]plaee where he 
^saw JulttMi ervery day, aiid contributed so 
4arg^y to bis comfort be cimld not fail to 
ifeti the fall foi^ce cfhis^ uncle's kindnesji. 
. Whatever irete Colons Roselhetmis 
4^ieuliaritie% however Ms careless inaiY- 
aeca might occaadonallyakock good taste, 
or his prejudicHss Teacliberd ftelii^ there 
mm so:|nuch to wlue in hkn o^rwis^, 
and Rupert 3va$ ^Kydeqify sensibfe of his 
goodirass ta*fak mother^ that hechid htm* 
self at this momentifor tr^dbg h& fiulmgs 
too r^oi^msljr* **^He£ukd not td remark 
haw qiikklj / Cdond fioaelheim's ill- 
bumotir passed awajr with the burst of 
farour or fb[mlarity Jwhidi had escitfed 
it ( aiid tiiafeit was only necessary for his 
mostbated enemy to &li into misfortunes/ 
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to become an of^j^ct of ze^Idus interest 
and honest concern, to this strange com- 
pfcKind of g^fterosity and littleness.. 
: Rup0rthad experience iii his own per- 
son the effects both of the^ good and bad 
qjualitiea; and it inay be supposed how 
irhmediately he 4>anished ^H recollection 
of the pia3t, in grateful estimation of that 
aflfectioojate alacrity, with which CoJonel 
.Ros^lhelm Was noW inviting.pc^sible moc- 
tification foe his own temper hereafter, by 
-tryitig to give his nephew an opportmiity 
.of repairing his. tarnished laurel?^ .. : ^:t'- 
Compared: with Marshal Torstei^on, 
, Colonel iloselheim had perhaps sunk 
beyond calculation inthe scale of actual 
•grisatness ; but. compared with General 
^Wrangel, at least in all the qualities of 
: heart, he rose triumphant. There was a 
-cold^hk^oded, persevering, petty malice 
in the dharacter of that man, which macfe 
. Rupert positively begrudge him the. few 
illustrious qualities he possessed.; not 
that bur hero envied those qualities the 
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admiraftion they 6btaine<l ; he merely 
thoHght thirt/' th«3y might better, have 
sftited a. better man : they might, in ' 
truth, all be resolved into a strong mia* 
tal power, using ably and resolutely, its 
instruments of a vigorous^ body, and irpn 
nerves. * 

• Maiiy a nobler spirit, lodged differently, 
failed, ' wliere this inferior one, by dint of 
hardier clothing, succeeded. 

• Awakened to the h(^ of joining Kis 
good relative^ it was with'^pcJignant vex- 
ation that Rupert saw part of another 
regiment of horse sent to reinforce 
Colonel Roselheim, instead of that to^ 
which he belonged.- It wjfe not' possible 
for htm to make any remdnstranee against 
a choice, which rested solely in the 
Commander^n-chiers will ; and swal- 
lowing his indignation,, he returned to 
his ordinary inglorious duties. But 
chance destined him a sptecies of revenge 
which he little anticipated. — 

Returning late one night from a so- 
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litaiy ramble beyond the catip, he 
scarcely noticed^ a man, wlio eon^r^ 
out of a loae house« aod sodd^ly trying 
to turn another way without being seen» 
lost bis footing, and fell down the broken 
steps of a bank, bordering the road. As 
Bi^ert hastened to assist him, some per-- 
sons ran froth the doot-way of the house 
to do the sam^ calling on him by some 
common name, cotqpkd with phrases of 
afl^ctionate alarm. What was Rupert^s 
astonisbmentt as he caught a glimpse of 
the fallen person's face^ tp recognize 
the.pecuUar features pf the Commander- 
in-chief h^nseUl 

The coarse soldier's cloak Wrangel 
wore; the nmne given to him; the in^ 
nocent looks, of the pretty gjrl who had 
i::aUed him by it; and the veiry decent, 
thoi^b exc?edii^y poor appearance of 
the man that seemed her father, struck 
him at once with horror at th^e palpable 
purpose of his Ge^nqraly and with humane 
concern for its mtended victimsr With 
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the mQs% ^dicHous pres^ice of tmnd, he 
passed on, as if he had not notked the 
General, and walking forward till he 
saw him out of sight, turned, retraced 
his steps, and found the old man still 
standing thpugh now alone, under his 
clay^-arched door* ** Who was that man 
jrou helped to rise just now ?** he asked 
kindljf. 

The peasant, alarmed at this question 
frofn an officer^ and perhs{)s proud of 
the honour he was going to boast of, 
an&wered frankly, "An honest fdlow, 
that will marry my daughter when he 
comes to be corporal j no oflTence, Sir, J 
assure you that he is out of camp : he is 
quartered to-night further on.** 

Rupert took the rumple peasant's hand, 
and lifting his hat quite o|F his head, to 
show he wished no concealment, said, 
in a convinciiig voices— "My friend, 
take a stranger's advipe : before you 
trust your pretty daugl^ter any more in 
tl)at man'js company^ com^ into the 
4 
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town, and 'go to morning parade^- get 
clo^e to t}fe great gdn' in the reviewi 
square; and look well at General Wrangel; 
get near enough to hear his voice, then' 
ask any Soldier beside you,' and' you will 
learn* that the Generalis married. As 
you value your 'daughter's peace or inno- 
cence; do as I advise you." ' . . 

tlupert staid not for reply, but hasten* 
ing in ta the open air, ran in a different 
direfctiori-ffom that his commander ^had 
tsMetiy towards the town. ' * 
' Hefeltstfangdy; for he was conscious 
that^y thrs act of benevolent duty; ff 
the'se pfeopl^ were efther weak or wi<cked,' 
he mi«fht hav6 ruined himself for ever.' 
Yet he could hot wish it undbn^ ; homa^ 
riity, not veiigean ce, had proiiYp ted ' it ; 
and' though; he might fall' id tryirtg'to' 
s^ve ptIVers, he' stilPfdt that the gteat 
14w of *cHn'stian charity ;d6toWded it of 
him: that conVictidh' consoled him. 
* Whether- the poor countryman did or 
did not fallow his counsel, and discover 
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Jby bis own ears and eyes the villainous 
purpose of General Wrangel, Rupert Iiad 
no tn^ans of ascertaining ; for before 
morning parade, he received orders to 
follow with his troop of horse the cavalry 
that had gone the day before to Colonel 
Roselheim. The motive of this order he 
could not doubt ; it was obviously thp 
uneasy apprehension of possible discovery 
on the part of Wrangel, wlio might not 
be quite secure that Rupert's non-observ- 
ance of him had been re^l ; but not stayr 
ing to scrutinize the former's reason fo^ 
thus ^udd^ly yielding up the power of 
annoying him, he hastened to take leave 
of Julian, and repeat many an earnest 
injunction concerning him to the abbot. 

Julian's little heart, softened by late 
happiness, gave w^y under thi^ unex- 
pected stroke j he was for some time ir^- 
capable pf comfort; but the abbot gravely 
admonished him in the name of saints and 
virgins, and Rupert cheered him witlilhp 
hope that his absenqe would be but tern* 
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porary ; thetf forcing down hie onrft teeU 
ingSf while soothing those of this hapless 
child, he parted from him with a long 
and earnestly-taken kiss. 

Colonel Roselheim received his nephew 
joyfully; and^forthe ft'st hour of their 
meeting, was so occupied in showing him, 
ihe fine state of his regitnent, the defences 
of the town, the weakness or strength 
of certain positions, &c., that he had not 
time for other subjects j their first hours, 
therefore, were purely pleasurable to 
'them both. 

Biit a cloud, if not a storm, was sure 
to succeed this sunshine; and Rupert 
was not taken by surprise, when his uncle, 
after a short whistling reverie, suddenly 
asked, " How the devil his fatlier was 
able to look him in the face when he 
came to head-quarters with his poor pup. 
pet of a boy ?•' 

Rupert gently deprecated any thing 
unkind about his little brother ; and wil- 
Img to avoid useless altercation, merely 



stated the exact circumstances ^f that' 
interview, unaccompanied by ofhei" re- 
mark than an expression of satisfaction, 
that the military honour of* the name ef 
Boselheim was now cleared from stain. 

This was, perhaps; the only point t^ 
view in which the angry Colonel could 
' atee the subject had any reference to him- 
self ; it topched him at onc^ : he grumbled 
out some sentence indicative of a sensef 
of family honour; and appeased by hi* 
nephew's forbearing language, as much ^ 
by the agreeable surprise of learning that' 
be had never spG^en to his father ; b^ 
put his own construction upon this fact; 
hastily conjectured that Rupert wa^ 
coming round to his violent sentimeAfs» 
and betwixt a feiugh and a curse, told 
him he could pardon him for being' 
asl^amed to confess as much. 

Rupert contented himself with briefly 

and distinctly saying, that he should al* 

ways continue to believe himself bonnd 

by filial laws to sdiow more sorrow thaa 

h2 
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anger at his father's dereliction from 
right} and awane that his uncle in his. 
present mood must have some theme for 
railing, he made a diversion, though not 
in.his own favour, and drppt the name of 
Adolpha Falkenberg. Colonel Roselbeim 
seized it instantly, protesting that he 
never conversed with so dull and blind a 
person as th^ir quondam chaplain; aU 
tliough h^ had questioned him upon the 
subject of the charming Adolpha's visit 
to Mariendoi'pt, and asked every possible 
qu^tion about the aflSur between her and 
his nephew, it was always — lie had not 
observed this — never heard that, &c. ; in 
abort, the Colonel said if he were to fomn 
an opinion from Mr. Aremberg's unsatidr 
factory information, he should be forced 
to thinly the whole thing had come to a 
dead halt ; and if so, if his nephew liad 
suffierjed such a creature, with such a for- 
tune, to slip through his fingers^ after she 
had actually come and delivered herself 
up into his hands, he could only say. 
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that he heartily wished, for his pains, hi« 
future reward should be the arrantest 
camp-follower that ever tramped after a 
thrice^whipped poltroon. 

Rupert's laugh and bow for this oblig- 
ing wish, was accompanied with so good* 
humoured and lively a sally, that his 
uncle's wrath, which rarely exceeded 
what th6 wise man compares to " the 
crackling of tfaorns under a pot,*' disap- 
peared at once: he joined iii a hearty 
laugh at his own ridiculous Violence, and 
more quietly expressing a hope that the 
business, would come to something iti 
time, received Rupert's promise, that 
when the war was over, he would serioiGsIy 
set about finding out, whether the girl 
had a fancy to him or not. ' 

Tlius restored to harmony, Rupert wai 
afterwards careful to avoid any species of 
^onrersation likely to renew disagr^* 
ment ; and thus takipg to himself the 
occupation of preserving his good uncle 
H 3 
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in satisfaction^ he no longer found leisure 
to in i|«e hricBself into sadness. 
; iCqlonel Rpselheim soon found him 
fitting employnjent^ The objects' for 
.which he had-demrmded a reinibrcement 
pf cavalry were undertaken, a»d one 
4H?:oniplished. A conv<^ of winter cloth- 
$11^ for the Archduke*$t army was seized 
M^^'CSMTfied off.at gr^ai risk by a body of 
h^ff&)^f amongst \vho^ J^upert and hi^ 
iXQop. particularly 4ist4Bgu}shed ; tliem*- 
^^es} while those ^i](q)jbyed in « differs 
f^t' quarter to^ suJ?prise the remount pf 
lap Austrian regiment, wejr^ cut off fa 4 
mp^ip, though mow adfa^tngeoutily/siiiif 
^ted thaii thekr «uece3i^9iil comradles^ In 
:^e letter case, ^o blcime fgll to the share 
of Colonel Ro^^eim^ who plaoi^d thfe 
.^ack, the failure being i^tributable to 
m^^t <^ conduct m the leading men;, and 
ju the former, I^upert failed not to obtoin 
jtA ample ttiead of prai$Q fot his unch^ 
1^ asctibing.hiia owft success chiefly tatte 
previous instructi<*ns.pf the former* 
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For Riipert's own comfort the oon* 
sciousness of useAikiess was al^cme neces- 
sary ; at a»y ttoue he could He contented 
wilhoiit other testimony. Wheh in the 
pativ of duty, the voice of glory was to 
htm only Uke titat tnspinng masic, which 
beguiles the weariness of tlie soidier tm 
^ march } its sound was neith^ has aim 
nor im rew^d; iand it was only when 
eondemned, as he had lately tkeen, to in^ 
fifjerited oblivion, feeling bimiBelf tlpmo^n 
by like a withered kmf^f >rhiie y»t cont 
acioiis of sap and verdure, a^d protading 
9bade, that hh ^oml revolted against the 
ii^ii^stice <^ th« a^ti^and hm spirits drwped 
uadei: it$ ^ontm^amq, 

a^tored to all his beat miMi^rydnimg 
l^««l4ih and cheerfulness came wil^ themj 

tbftt thieve were mor^ torturing griefs than 
nwr^ seqptaration from those he Ipved^ he 
^ not pertnit hi^s?]^' to dwell oftea ox 
iptientJy rtppii the rei»^mbirftnce of Meets 
and his mother. The idea of Julian fte* 

H 4f 
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fjUently caused him a sigh, and whenever 
liis father's image presented itself, he 
felt an emotion of gratitude for the Provi- 
dence which placing him thus nearer the 
hostile troops of the Imperialists) removed 
him from the dreaded chance of engaging 
with those of Bavark. 
. Thus re-instated in his profession, and 
conscious of being both a delight and an 
unsustpected assistance to his less^gitled 
uncle, Rupert had been some time under 
his command, when a message was deli- 
vered to him, while sitting with his imcle 
over their early breakfasti notifying that 
ati aid-de*camp of Cou^t Rhinegrave^ 
stein's was come into the town undera safe- 
Conduct from the Commander-in-chief, 
fi^m whose hands he had received the 
young iQrd Julian in exchange for a pro** 
testant prisoner of importance, and that 
he had now brought the child, in^confor- 
tnity with certain previous instructions, 
to take leave of| and to thank, his origin- > 
al captor. 
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" Rupert would have gone alone to thef 
hotel where Baron idenstein (so the Ba- 
varian officer was called) was waiting his 
invitation J but his uncle at first insisted 
upon ordering llhinegravestein's minion 
fo c6m^ to them ; and at last convinced 
by his nephew of the discourtesy of sucb 
4 mandate, he declared his intention of 
accompanying him ; to see, he said, in 
what manner the Count of Rhinegrave. 
stein*s aid-de-camp would behave to that 
lord^s first and lawful son. 

Alarmed at this determination, and the 
hostility implied in the mode of wording 
if, Rupert would have dissuaded his uncle 
from his purpose, as derogatory to him in 
his character of commandant of the 
place: failing in that, be besought him 
to spare them both the pain of such a 
useless piece of civility. Colonel Rosel- 
heim's purpose was fixed, for his spirit 
Was chafed, and the Jbul Jlend raisecl 
tigain, by this new proof of his brother's 
high consideration and extraordinary 



fO^et over his sovereign master j andrhe 
bunmed for aa opportunity of veotmg the 
^elk^ it excited, before one, wk ta 
report it to the Qb|ect of hia jealous 
c^er. ^ 

Unless he chose to come to an pp^ 
quarrel with his^ uncle, Rupeit could Hot; 
pf ei» his wi^s or fears more urgently u 
he d^t^riffined, however, to make th^ 
visit as short as po^ible, and they set off 
together fo^ the place appointed,. 

He preceded bis unck <mly a few set 
cdnds tip the broad staircase of the inn, 
tnd entered the room fir^t, of course; 
i«i^re Baron Idenstein was sitting hum- 
miog a tuae to Julian upon hid kne^.^ 
The diild immediately jumped down, ajid 
ran to his brother with open amis. rBaron 
Idenstein, who bad accotnpanied Rhine* 
gravestein in his visit to Dooawert, re- 
saembered Hubert directly : the latt^ 
had take© no C€>gni2ance, then, ^f him j 
ytt the yoiitig faussar^s w^s D«i|h^ t^ 
count^iance nor n^ rtmu to b£ ^ip^ott^n^ 
19: 



jfH^Uigenti %nd the other prepos^e§9iagly 
^j^q *ai)4 pe?uiiftr> Ruperit'fi first e^jmf^ 
iopk -^f tl^ BavariaQ's fac^ ^eteraiMiQ4 
hiro 5 ** May I estreat you, Sir/' he said, 
j^ndi^ to U(s ear, land ^jp^a^ing in 4 
ISi^ri^ voice, ". to bear ^ith the iC^c^fe- 
l§l|t iijfta who fpUovrs me pjerfprce! M^ 
js my father's Jbrother.'* .* 

Th^ creatVi»g of* Colonel Rf]M^U^iq!i» 
Jointjess feootfti and the chunking of hi* 
§09rroftWS spurs, wetre at tbst ipom^J 
]^Md in the dftftr-w^y } he ept^d^ Mi4 
j^pp^t feisl^ what he had tQ jaay i^ ^ 
hasty whisper to Julian. H^ wi^f^W 

l>p di4 SQ, a^d f^li^g bade with *n.^r €>|* 
riesp«^tM4§fereiiGe, nana^d hi^ imcje t^ 
the y(Mjng o^er* 

]^W Jd^fl&tein made a profound oWh 
f^nqe^ with th^t Ippt^ pf d^^tar^ ]^f;^P^/Pl 
fh^ to ^he highf!f( piihtary aut^bority p|* 
t^ towv^i th€;n T^uo^ing h|^ pjirdinary 
q^i ^^d^^Hwg lyitlx a i»opiiy^r gm^^ 
H 6 
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which had nothing offensive in it, he eJl- 
claimed, « Were I ^ver to change my 
name, it should certainly be to Rosel- 
heim ; it always belongs to brave men.*^* 

^ Aye, to your pow and honourable 
ories,** returned the Colonel moodily, 
ashamed to let his nephew perceive the 
e&dCt of this well*tiraed eomplknent : 
" your prosperous Ones choose otliers^ 
Wisbaden and Rhinegravestein, for in- 
stance. — But I thank you. Baron, fot 
the intended civility. May I trouble you 
with Br message to the Count of llhine- 
gravestein — if he is not too great a man 
to receive one.'* 

Baron Idenstein bowed ; Rupert was 
on the tsicki After deliberately and con^- 
ten^ptuousjy eyeing the awed Julian^ 
Colonel Roselheim resumed in the same : 
rough fashion, wWch he rather affected 
as the reverse' of his brother*^ gallant 
courtesy. " Then tell him. Sir, from 
me, that if he wishes honest men to be- 
U^e him sincere in his abhorrence of the 



infamous action which robbed it lawful 
captor of hi& prisoner-* a poor priiK^ 
God wot 1 — he will do well to bring t^ 
perpetrators of it to justice; apd w'h^a 
he does s6> he will find his brother 
agaiiu** 1 

Menstein, whose character seemed t^ 
be xme of great vivacity of feeling, wfw 
about to say something, but glandng hjp 
eye upon the agitated Rupert, he check- 
ed hiniself^ and merely bowed a sec<^ 
time. , . 

Colonel . Roselheim looked elated. 
** You were going to nam^e the real peiv 
petrator or rather deviser of this scheme, 
I perceive. Sir,'* he said,. '^ by way, of 
showing that the Lord of Rhin^rave^ 
stein and Wisbaden could not well dia- 
gi^ce the wife of his bosom ; bu^ I«t me 
tell you, he k used to treat his wive$ 
with very little cerernqny^ and the 

vile -'' ;' 

«. Hold, Sir!'* interrupted the aid^do* 
camp, fire flashing from his eyes while he 
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Colonel Roselheim with amazement and 
vague apprehension, now reddened at 
this call, and drawing a sealed packet 
from his breast, put it into Rupert's 
hand. 

«* You are to take that, for my sake, dear 
brother,** he said, in a low voice, ""as 
you love your grateful Julian, conde- 
scend" — here the little creature was 
but in the words of the speech framed 
for him ; but his heart was true to their 
meaning, and he added, with earnest pa* 
thos, some artless words that were in- 
finitely more powerful over^ Rupert's 
heart, than all the set phrases of over- 
anxious study. He took the packet, and 
drew back into the recess of a window^ 
to examine its contents, leaving Colonel 
Roselheim in front of theaid-de camp. 

The former, recovering from the stun- 
ning cdnsciousness of uncivil violence, 
said, hesitatingly, <^ 1 h6pe I shall never 
put your gallant boast to the'proof, Baron. 
But if you please takt our ditference of 
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optlnion of Count Rhinegravestein^ renti 
till we can fight it out in the fair field, 1 
shall be glad to ofl^er you to-day, a soU 
dier*s welcome to a soldier's fare.'* 

Baron Idenstein excused himself with 
niucli politeness, alleging the precision of 
his orders, to proceed without delay back 
to Bavaria, explaining his present halt, by 
mentioning his positivei command to see 
iSr certain paper lodged in the hands of 
Captain Roselheim, by his young charge^ 

While speaking, his eye often reverted 
to the figure of Rupert, whose fixed at- 
tention to a paper he was reading, and 
frequent change of complexion, did not 
escape the observation even of Colonel 
Roselheim. Rupert suddenly crushed 
that paper in his hand ; and coming for- 
ward with looks disordered, rather by 
softened feelings than ruffled ones, he 
pressed the whole packet back upon Ju- 
lian, saying, with perturbation, « No, no, 
my dear Julian ! — one farewell kiss, sweet 
i>oy!— never any thing more!'' — He 
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i^ught the drild up ki his arms a3 h« 
cohdndedj raised him to bis lips, bis eyes, 
pressed him s^tnst bis heart, a^ vfith 
a couiltenance all glowing between tears^ 
and shame of those tearis, bowed the cour- 
teous fM^vreW hie could not speak to 
Baitoii Idbistein, and hurried out of tht 
supartment* 

Astonishment kept Colonel Roselbeijaft 
silent y fcoBcern produced the same edeot 
43poQ; Rhiv^gravestein^s confidential ai(|> 
dercamp : but Julian called after his bro- 
ther in passionate and pleading accents; 
knd when be fbimd he would not returni 
J^aci weeping ^ comfort to the horojD.'is 
isheltering arma. . 

^« Wliy, what the deuce is all this?^ 
-aidced Colonel Roselheim, reddening be- 
tween atiger and lineastness* Idehsteha 
look the disordered packet from Julian, 
•arid putting it into Roselliei^*s handa^ 
jaid witfe miich eaisiestness, ^* Use yxmr 
in^kteoce^ hrari^ eolonol, iipon this occa- 
sion, 1 pray j - you will see that it is for 
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your gallant nephew's interest; ^^d* \ 
trust you won't think it would dtshonouf 
him*— -I vow to you/* he add^d,. in. an 
ea^r tone,. " that in this case I — ' here a 
lucky cough finished the sentence for the 
young Bavarian, and turning . quickly 
upon his heel, he snatched Julian up in 
one arm, while with tlie other be waved. 
)ik eaihroidered cap^ and caljnig ahmd 
ibirbk horses and sefvants, diaappeatred 
beSne the colonel could decide whethef 
iaie onght to retain the pack^* Colonel 
AoseUsehn lost no. time in examinii^ it 
afbei^ wards* ~f He found it contained a 
litBe^ed,. and a short letter wi-ktem in 
tfaC: mme of* Julian^ but breathing the 

aeatisiQntsof Bhinegravestein. 

In this affecting epistle, the writer ha4 
distii^ly recapitulated all the signal job* 
%atiohs, for which, the child must ever 
be.Rupert's debtor; repeating many of 
Aem ttom the wiittenteatimony of father 
Jdachitn; and then aakii^, as the crowii 
of all these favours^ permission to testily 
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gratitude, tind repair injury, by putting 
into Rupert^s hands the writings of his 
mother's forfeited . estate in Bolhemla ; 
assuring him that it was now purposely 
bought from the person on whom the 
Emperor Jhad bestowed it after its con- 
fiscation ; that its annual revenue there* 
fore would be duly sent to the Amster* 
dam bank,^ for the young soldier's use, 
and that in the event of a tolerating 
peacei he might take personal possession 
of the place himself^ and adopt the 
country of his mother. The letter con- 
cluded with the child^s petition, that the 
brother he loved as a benefad;or as well at 
l^other> would accept this small ofiering 
at his hands, both for love of him, and ia 
j^ity to the feelings of their father. 
^ Here the letter abruptly ended, and 
the feelings it alluded to, without descrilv 
ing> were visible enough, in the blurred 
and blotted line that mentioned them* 
Such a termination bad completely un« 
manned the son ^ it was not ui^elt by 



Colonel Rosellieim ; a gust of afiection 
came over him, such as he had not known 
for his brother, since their boyish days^ ' 
when that sense of superiority in e\^ry 
pj^sohal and mental endowment, that 
complete conviction of a different for^ 
tune, which afterwards biffnted the sting 
of envy in the elder's breast, and excited 
something of contempt in the younger, 
was not engendered. - 

In . fact this letter had touched the 
iacred and vulnerable part of Roselheim's 
soul:; it had shown him his envied bro« 
ther, the victim of remorse ; and con*» 
templating him in that point of view, he 
forgot the proud leader of armies/ and 
the flattered ornament of a court* 
^iWben Rupert returned after a brief 
and tranquillizing absence, he found his 
uncle still standing, pondering, andstar* 
ing upon the open letter ; his first emo# 
tion was concern at the circumstance ; 
but when, on nearer approach, he.ftaw 
tlie Colonel!s altered countenance, glad^ 
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musftucceed^, and a few sentencas suf- 
ficed to ^Auyw dfiat it was sidt W coun* 
ienance only that was changed. 

Rupert could not refrain fr^m seizing 
itis uno)e*s hand at this, and pressing i^ 
fflom^fitarily against bis bpeast. 

**I mm sorr^fpr him 1'^ was the Cob)* 
tiePs lingering notice of this expressive 
action. -** It is not all bright, you see^ 
when the sun seems brightest Pm a 
imppier man, aiter b11, and fed myself a 
greater one (for I need not go cringing 
and confessing to my own son)/ thaii tire 
mighty Count of Rbinegravestein and 
^isbaden. Well, God send him more 
giiace still. — That infernal woman! — 
if there's one place in hell hotter than 
jmodier, it is getting ready for lier. Vd 
give my best scarf to see her vexatioa 
when ^e finds that you are master of 
&irendahl, in spite of her devices!" 
: •* What, my uncle," exclaimed Ru* 
pert, ** yxm do not ¥ridi, you cannot 
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«^hat can't I cKpect? what wa I' 
not to wish?" enquired Colonel Rosel- 
heiin^ in his^own rough note of familia^ 
hluQiness, somewliat tinctuFed with dis« 
pleasure. " I do protest^ that if yen* 
are going to play me the fool's trick ovet 
again^ which you did when you refused 
a fair equivaleiYt'for your prisoner, on his 
first axpiUT^ I «baU wash my hands of 
you and your concerns for life.*' 

Rupert did not venture to avow sad^ 
an intention, though resolute to- act liy it»- 
and he remained, theteforei without re^ 
plying. 

Colonel Roselheim lifted up hiis han^ 
nnd eyes •* Thou born fool!" he ex-' 
claimed, ** I see what you mean by your 
confounded ^ience: but you shall an-' 
swerve. Do you,; or do you not, intend 
taking your c^fibred right? and it is bUt^ 
half your right, after all." 

« I cannot aocept^ any thing from my 
&ther," was Rupert's steady answen- 
<* Pat*don mcy my dear uncle^ I will nd^b 
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offeod yoa by defending thi3 refusal; 1 
pray you only to indulge ray weakness 
in it, if weakness it m*jst "be called." 
. «* Pooh, pooh, Sir !'* said the more 
irritated, because softening Colonel Ro- 
selheim, «* Pll have no borrowing your 
pother's pretty, submissive ways, to get 
tlie better of me; it's all fair in a wo- 
Ufiao, but I hate it in a great, blustering 
fellow like you.** Rupert smiled at this 
extraordinary portrait of himself j the 
^olonel went on, ~- <^ I do insist, Sir, 
upon your telling nae direct, without, 
trick or turn, why you refuse to accept a 
laAvful independence for yourself and 
your mother ?" 

Rupert's cheek glowed. " It wiU cost 
me something. Sir," he replied, «< to an- 
swer you without being hurried away by 
my feelings. From the first hour, then, 
in which I wedded myself to the cause 
and protection of my mother, I resolv^ed 
never to acoept any assistance of money 
QT interest, from the father, who had vo- 
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luntarily degraded her, and iUegitimated' 
me. — Principle, not resentment^ was the'^ 
ground of this resolution : in consenting 
to become the pensioner of the Count 
and Countess Rhinegravestein, I should 
consent to my mother's dishonour and to 
my own. While I refuse their bounty, I 
conihiiie my protest against the act that 
has dfsihherited me ; and whatever kindly 
feeling I entertain towards my father, is 
then beyond suspicion. I now pity my 
father, from my soul; for [see he begins 
to condemn himself, and whenever he 
proves his thorough reperitance <^ his 
cruelty to my mother, 1 shall believe 
myself justified in becoming his son 
again.'*: V ' 

-•• Why, he proves it now, you mad. 
braSied boy P' fexdmmed Colonel Rosel- 
hetta; staittbg dn him, as though he really 
thdtight himout of his sehs6s; not iiiwai'fe 
of the p^^obf Rupert secretly wisHed and 
hopied. ** He proves it by the Vei^ res- 
titutioh in question :^^ he proves it by 

VOL. IV. 1 
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t^ very p^raae in this letter : -^ let ipe- 
teUyou, ray conscience mnst be at its wit's 
end, before J, could bring ipyself to as|c 
any body to pity me ; so what sjtate nsust 
your poor, proi^fl father be in! — The 
1;ables^r^ strangely tun^d, ind^^ whe^ 
I live to cry mercy for him^ and you refuse 
qWTter^ By tqy life, I believe yott. can't 
live. without having somethiiig to \^rgq^ 
s^bout; and Ij^pause I am disposqd t;o be 
sp^ry/ for yquf father, you se|; yourself 
stiflOl^ agfP^^i ijiip/'-f— Rupert controujt^d 
hi^isidf } he felt at once tf^^foUy of try- 
ing to. explaip his m,eaning t6 qqc w]v?^ 
mept^. pBrcep|;ion^ were defeptivp^ he 
9iight^ as wiis^ h^e. in^isfecjl i^pqi^^^ 
purblind, seeing objects as they jU'iihr 

. ' Cq}pBd[ Jloi^elhejLm resumed j and, 
jumblipg together a set of argum^^t^^ 
as jarring ^ opposite ^leipents ; jQrst 
takii^ th^ ,sul?ject in one poii^t of ^ifw^ 
a^^en applying the sam^ lemarl^s to 
it^^ejQ^^.pl^ed in ^otlier; ^e ;j(^use4 
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sudh a confusion in bia- own ideas and 
those of his nephewy that it soon beqame 
iinposdible for the latter to do more than 
r^)dsit hia xesohitioii of returning the 
deed of tl^e BohemiaB property, and pe* 
miunijig a pprtioiilesa soldier stilL 

^M%ese romantic heroics are migbly 
fine and eaeiy Just now/' observed tb# 
Colonel, with rising cooler j *^ butj if 
any tbti^ were to happen to me, or to 
that ; worthy o)d -n^an in HQlland, and if 
you you^df were to get knocked on the 
head into; the bargain, wfaatis to become 
of: yotm mother? hqw^is she to be stq^ 
ported p In my {)lain ^nion, it would 
bietter; become you to think of providing 
for her^ and takkig back her own, than 
picquing yoursdlf upcm this pride of in* 
dq[>endence for her. Suppose, too, that 
AddpliaiFalkenberg takes a liking to a 
brisker wooer !-^ three's that prospect 
gone* «^ £gad, if you were but in love 
wiltb some, gild without a penny, I should 
I 2 
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soon se? an end of these theatrical 
scruples!'* 

Colonel Roselfaeim had unwittingly 
touched more. than one chord that vibrat- 
ed through the whcde being of Ru- 
pert. Meeta's lovely image passed before 
him, reproaching him for his resoluti&n. 
Independence offered her to his arms': 
and the seducing vision of life spent with 
b^r, and blessings showered upon her 
father, by his gratitude, suspended him a 
single moment. But his better angel 
arose upon bis soul in the shape of the 
mother he knew superior to every un- 
worthy weakness, and the tenfptatioir 
vanished. A deep and startling sigh 
burst from him ; lie passed his hand over 
his forehead, saying, in a sufibcated v<»ce,' 
«* Since my mother is the object of your 
kind anxiety, dear unde, let me leave my 
justification to her ; if she approve my 
conduct, I hope you will cease toUameit. 
|f she counsels a different ooey I ple<^e 



OF mariekdorpt. 17s 

you my hoaoiir> I will follow the path 
she prescribes : *-^ I may safely promise 
this/' . And as he spoke, he fold^ up 
the packet which Colonel Roselheim in 
the heat of discourse had unawares suf* 
fered him to ^:^ainy and made a move* 
m^nt towards the door. — The Colonel 
followed him, grumhling and sulkily. 
Into the stfeet} at last' he said, bluntly^ 
« Eor the life of me, I can't see the d\£^ 
{fvenoe. of your letting your mother be 
t^bliged to that gQod man in HoUandy 
who IS no blood to her, and obliged to 
ixie, as she fancic^, but she is not obliged 
to .me'at all } J only say it for argument's 
sake -r- 1 can't see* the difference, I say, 
b^ween that and hier taking back her 
own lawful' property — nay, I thinki-^" ; 
^*Tliere is agreatd^fference, dearuncle^'.* 
interrupted Rupert in his mildest man^ 
ner, aware of what the Colonel was going 
to add. — • ** My moth^'s property is no 
more her lawful right now, than that of 
any other expatriated Protestant would 
I 3 
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be hers. She chase between her con* 
science and her saverelgn's decree; It 
is nbt her SDvereigq who restores it, iiiit 
he£ husband^ who first buys, ahd then 
<>fiers to give it. She refuses therefcM-d 
from himj, m I doit i^ her, Which is th4 
mme^ ^ gift of such magnitude^ in short; 
ady. i^ft } because <^igati^i is a sort of 
jbond, 13c0 natural onei, which we canrios 
l^realc,. wsdiont sel^rqiroach. Itisswedt 
id be cjj^ed to good wad honoured per<» 
jtoas, my diear uncle;*' Rupert added^ 
jprdssing bis uncle's hand with unfeigned 
iafi^tion^ *f ai least^tbe yoke is: light, md 
I can b^ar it from it hami like this^'' 
, « Get abcmt your Imsiness, Six V* ix^ 
daimed the Colonel,' [mshii^ -him awli^y> 
abd trying tp escape without exposing 
biaroused sensibUity ; ** Go and «ee if that 
barradc-^ihaster has looked tdtbe damaged 
coin ; coine and report to me if he bas« 
I'll be plagued no more to-day' kbout 
yoar fantastic splittings of hairs, and 
oiit*of-the*way feelings^ t^at ndttody; is 



OF MAaiSNDOKPT. 175 

"wfee epough to understand excq>t yoiro- 
self. — Get you gone;*' and pointing one 
way, while he turjied towards another, 
the uncle and nephew separated* 

The Colonel was no sooner out df «gfa1^ 
than Rupert flew to the regimental at»* 
ides, mounted his horse, and enquiring 
-ai what gate the aid-^de-camp froaiComit 
Rhfinegravesteln had quitted the tomi^ 
HTode after him at fulL speed. > 

' Baron idensteih, encumbered with a 
^hild ift his imHcv (Julian being pl^cied ism 
4h^ saddle before a careful servant^) wai^ 
iftining ^ i» his mettlesome steeds mA 
t<MJaxiiig h^ to keep an Easier pace, wheft 
^Riipert ^me in, i^ght» At the eagiar 
call of the latter, the baron puUed up^ 
-aindmotiidiilnj^ to the two horsetnsn in 
'his^<]iompaay, to ^rotimyStopt under some 
tredS'Whichscreeiked the ro^. ' : ' 

SUtppily, Julian was so enveloped by 
Mie large military cloak pf his conductor^ 
^that lie neither heard nor saw hta brother, 

I 4 
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SO that the agitation of another parting 
'Was spkred them. 

, Taking ofi* his hat, Rupert galloped up 
to Baron Idenstein j his hair ruffled by 
tiie autumnalr wind, discovered his inter- 
^^ng and noble countenai^ce,^ all pale 
irith ansiety* The' graeeMness of his 
actt(in>.and the gallantry of his mien, evi* 
dently struck the young Bavarian, whose 
0WD physiognomy^ and %ure, while lt&- 
ib^ hk hussar cap, and more gaily return* 
ing iihe salute, were; ^ually strikinj^, 
though in a difierent style/ Cire had 
never ^blanched his che^, nor corroded 
bis breast ; so^ that aldH>ugfa full five 
years elder than Rupert^ he look^ii 
barely ot*the same age. 
: ^ Had an indifferent spectator been ob* 
serving both cavaliers, perhms he would 
have found it difficult to have said whicli 
countenance presented youth under the 
inost interesting aspect: Whether that* 
.where it shone, aa if neither cloud of evU 
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passion, nor of evil fortune, had yet darki. 
eneditj or that, where, with equidly 
benevolent an d brilliant be^un, it struggled 
through many a vapour . t^irea^nipg it 
with extinction, but not menacing others 

Rgpert at once held;out the padiet, 
accompanying ^be action \yith a grateful 
compliment to the Bavariapi for his con* 
duct to Colonel Roselheim ; then p^^it^ilg 
a folded paper back intQ his breafftt he 
added, *• When you do me the favour of 
re-delivering that packet to the Count 
Rhinegravesteip, you tii^y tell him, if yp&| 
will, Baron, that there ismuph in this let? 
ter, which I would npt part with for any] 
other gift It is the besit keep-sake Lord 
Julian could give me. And I know not. 
how my hurried feelings made me fpjrget 
^hat.it was not necf^ssafy to return.it,, 
along, witl^ that uselesg yrn\ipg.^\ , : .. 

Tl^e aid-de-ircamp^ not pretending t<^. 
remark^ upon thea& ei^prj^ssipns, from a, 
vpan whose private history he had nq 
title to sI\ow his aqquaii^tapce with, sim^ 
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ply teemed the packet with fiolite att^l^ 
tiveneis* Rupert then wished him isLgbOd 
jouriiey^ and was turning felbdbti wheii 
the Bavariian stretdiing oiit hii^ hftfi^ 
exeliuntied : -^ 

« ^^By toy fiutbi this must not be bur 
iast meetings Captain RoseHieim ! ^hSVft 
the goodness to remember^ if the chail($e!il 
bf war. should ever throw you into 6ik 
hiandsy that you inay always c^mand 
rty Ifest services j add if there' cbm'^ n 
pea<?e» j^ass tiot within falc(^^s iKjg^t of 
Gtififenswoid, without turning out ^ 
your road to prove your first ftatteriiig 
complimentt sincere**^ 

Rupert smiled pensively bs hegavi^ th6 
promise requested, believing' b^ s^uld 
^ver enter Bavaria after his military du- 
ties were over; then hesitating a ihom^tf 
added, <<'Ours is a very short, ^riahge 
Acquaintance, Baronw I scarcely know 
whether ^t warrants -^ but your cbifiite* 
dance encourages me: What I aiA, J^ 
know J what. I feel, I please myself to 



0^ VAtHEi^DOIfrT. l7d 

^tlfiM: you can imagme ; it will Hot seefil 
^xtraordinaiy to ydu, therefoife, if I con* 
:fess that it is necessary to my «as6 of Aind 
to hear something of that dear child be^ 
fi*e us — I have no means—*' 
' «* I comprehend you,'* interrupted 
Idenstein^ seeing one of his men looking 
back } " you shall hear of us whenever 
it ^possible ;** and shaking hands • with 
his new friend^ he gallopped o£^ mori 
exhilarated by the DOvelty and, romance 
of this adventure, than affected by ^e 
sad and solemn feelings which caused its 
existence. • ^ 

' The impression lefl apon a man to 
whom life had hitherto been btii one 
contiiiued jour dejekt was as vi\dd ^lid 
fleeting as that widi which we come iaw»y 
from sympathizing with die hero of a 
wdi-wiought drama: l!he business df 
every*day concerns, and tb^ bustle «f 
more mteresting scenes, iA Which Riipcort 
played no fmrt, naturally driive the latter 
i&om his thoughts; kit tfiey did Hot ba^ 
I 6 



^ifh him tlieqce ; ;aiHl reiHtwed;ipter<^nii^?* 
sJ^ne Was neeessary to revive the {H:eseiit 
glf^Wt Bind to cherish it intoactualiriwd- 



Rqpertf with a profonnder; seDttiiieDt:^ 
tjiini«4 his horse sadly and slowly tc^^wnds 
^e town* He was satii^d with what he 
had d^^^f but not with what<^he had 
Mid : s^nd like most other persons, after 
iiaving passed through agitating scenes, 
he repepted.every word tha:t he had ut* 

r : Tormentisd between the opposite fewB 
of having appeared too rigid, or shown 
j^mselfi too easy, he scarcely knew whe* 
^thw he.}iad not comprcHnised hisrecfect* 
ability, byr allowing his interest in his 
Mffbrothec to appear so disdnctly l^ifore 
$^ Strang^. '■ It was now that he wante4 
ArembergrthatheiiMghtturBvand 'Oook 
intQjtli^^eplftsof his eyes,'' as he used 
tQ::]^S&|e it> iamd see whether' he ha4 
iWt«dj%Wy. He grieved, too, that he 
eobld oot ^ a siii§^e.^(iie8^n abmit his 
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J&tber'$ domestic situation. ' He imtion- 
scious of aa unc90trollable de»re to learn 
Jiow the latter had t)srmimited the.4}uan^ 
which must have \akeii place between hiqd 
aad his <:!ountess9 when, the seizure. an4 
Institution of Julian became a question 
which the hoiiour of Rhinc^ravestein 
rendered it necessary for him to settle 
publicly. 

Was a similar affliction to that of his 
mother, to be visited upon the head of her 
by whom that affliction was caused ? Or 
rxould the Mridow of a prince, humUe 
herself 'sufficiently to obtain forgiveneS9t» 
from the inferior husband, whose good 
name she had put to hazard, thou^ $ike 
might formerly have advanced his fbr-^ 
tune ? — Alas ! and was such a loveless^ 
selfish mother, to become the chief guar* 
dian and instructr^is of Julian ? 

Rupert heaved a heavy sigh, as he 
vainly asked this itioumful question of 
himself) bat awsure that it was his duty 
to shake off whatever thoi^hts were 
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iikely to deadeil Ms spirit and incapacitate 
luin fdr the animated performance of his 
stirring profession, hel ihuttered a few 
%ords of ^ostrqphe t6 Heaven for thfs 
dfipring of his direst endmy, ind patting 
%he neck of his horse, Was soon withih 
^sight of his own quarters. 
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CHAP.'V. 






Acti^ md animating duties haflpily 
Adicywed thiefle piivate erents. .7 

• HitfMto Geneml WrangeFs mffitat^r 
p^ioy had been sh^ir, add ta joimges 
spirite vexaiioui ^ but £be gatae ^iof: wtf 
m^^ dways aj^iear €0, i«rhefi played by 
master hands. ; 

:: Watched by the ^dhdttke Jj^pold^ 
army^ awed bgr Rkiaegmroitei&^il aii pup 
certain of Saxony's good faith^ais 4be, Ifiv 
perialiste iUemsdvies; awl inaewreiof 
iimeiy^pportfrdni tte tiwq^s of Ftraacei 
Wiilngel had as '3^1101 ifentulred toaj^att 
dim fab JBitrong poatfSon lupon.tiie Da^E^bt 
9xai Wemkx ; and tieithclr ^ fiie '^^ftS? 
^kaoijoiB, \hSom .lotel tirciimttanii$£i ^of 
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the campaign, could without imprudence 
attempt to dislodge him from it. 

Partial engagements were, however, 
continually occurring ; posts lost and 
won ; autumn was hastening away ; win* 
ter cantonments were already beginning 
to form part of the* commanding officer^s 
contemplations. 

One'of General WraiigePs great talen^ 
was that of obtaining secret information 
better than any other man ; and upon 
certain accounts transmitted td him ftiat 
Vienna, he meifitated a fodd and novel 
strdce in . thai age>-^a winter-catepa^ 
amongst the steep and icy mountasw dt 
iSaks^kk] intending to'prefitce that by a 
yM boljl^'attempt —-a inarch across Ba^ 
Vanaitself. : ' > 

To succeed in this lait^ ob^ct, it was 
tse&S8BTy to qpm thie scheime to General 
Koii^stnark and secure his aMyperattdn: 
Koi^miaHc must advance in llie teeth 
of eV^ry difficulty at the €X)iiCJBrted tim^ 
c^lref the slippery heights, and threbgh the 
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snow^hbaped defiles of the Silesianmooq* 
tains, to be ready, for prompt assirtance, 
should the surprised, army of Khin^raM- 
steiir be, by miracle, ahle to collect toge- 
ther frofb their winter^quarters, either dis- 
puting.Wrabgel's 'vray,.or &Uing upon his 
rear. The time, the !mode, the means of all 
this, must be leisurely weight and seeing- 
ly arrahged : .th^ infonaation must bejcon- 
-veyed as qaickly as possible toGeneral^Ko- 
' nigsmark by: ^ome faithful : and intelH- 
gf^nt person^ capable, of comprehending 
and repeating by word of mouth the oa- 
nute^t detail of \be projected enterprise ; 
•-rr ODSfM^bp^.cpqslitutional Qourage aid 
. tried prweqce of mind, would insimreitbe 
■ sec^t fis«n fajjing a sacrifice to. picnic, or 
: actualseizure } and yet, when sei^^ jn jght 
:b!5 ^ :UniniR<Mrt^nj?,, 9S nftt :tp m^ke Wm 
a prize tp the en^my, wh^rj^by they 9i|gbt 
extprt tb^ exchange, of sojpoe valga^^ pri. 
; sonfen Thii^ latter qualification wa§ indis- 
. pensi4>^ asthe.chanpes of ^|2ch ^v^ ppe 
.filing: ffltp ^eir h?u?d?. w^fe^ tjyp^ to pne, 
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^provided be attempted lo pass them, w 
heumst do, ifi he i^ent with expie4itu^9 
to: seek Konigsmark^s division* 

While Wnmgel pondored ovfer the 
nimes and charaeters of his sttbalteiti 
officers, that of Rupert flivoluntarily pre- 
sorted itselfc Marshal Torstenson. had 
spok^ of him with suc3b serioas, con* 
vinctng commcgodation, and had so 
ojrgently r^cdniiiiended him to his sue- 
destor, as a most efficient agent wpoa 
dl occasions where gaUantry of ^udoet 
and clearness of head w^ire required, diat 
^bat for private rea$(«is, Wi^gel wotdd 
l-aot have baliamced a moment about tio- 
uttinatmg hkn to thte perilous commkdkn. 
These private reaScms may bd gaessed. 

Wt$iogfis however, was Bot aware of the 
X sdiare Rupert had in ablate disappointmetit : 

he Mtributed the sudden disappeftrande 
• trif the peatoM and his dau^ter, from the 
- podr abode where he had Visited them, iti 

a character assumed for the cmelest pur- 
ipbse, solely to the iaecident of the fether 



OF MARIEFTDORPT. f Sf 

having come into the town to ^ ^ 
paricfce, and having Unluckily got td^ 
near the Cdmtnander-iii.ebief, tiot to 
ktiow his intended so)i-iti4aw^ under th^ 
litter's sQperb miHta^ df ed^ The ho^ 
n^t ooimtryman^ cdtfvinced thus of fhi 
Gen^raFsi base intention, Imt consciouf 
that his own destruction wboid fbllbw tiM 
fAiblrdition of the sirspGCted wi:ong, 
^inply to<^ pains to attract Wrangelfi 
iye^/ and having ^iix^d them, sterifly 
sCrubk his side, as if to inq)ly the feelingi 
itirugg^ing there,, and ti6ddlng, witho«i| 
tmicfiing his hat, disappearied ambiigM 
th«droWd« c 

Af^rmdti: a Ibbk^ and such m ^(^cmi 
€5*eii^i(^ Wrangel was not surpifei&d, 
though he wa^* stung with dfdi^)pOint^ 
it^titj to find ihe man's house shut up, 
kfid hims^f and his daughter gone, iito 
Dne knew whither. Rupeift^s image WM 
in some degree coupled with the nnplea^ 
sant remembrance of this affiiir; audi 
perbieip^r tHe sinme ^eliiig which mod^ 
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the Commander-in-chief suddenly send 
his young officer to Colonel Rosenheim's 
support, urged him now to get more 
fully rid of an impertinent, whotofate 
seemed destined to cross him in matr 
ters of gallantry, and from whose mental 
powers, properly employed, he might 
reap sigmd advmitage. 
, Upon the able performiEince of his" pre-^ 
s^nt military plan, Wrangel's professional 
character would greatly depend* What 
then, was the remembrance of disap- 
pointment about the plaything of a day? 
and if the eyes of this young man hum- 
bled his libertine superior, would it not 
be better to reixiove him at once, i^nd 
bandsomely,* and so silence his possible 
whisperings against him ? 
,' Wrangel decided that it was the best 
step for his own freedom of spirit, $nd 
^r the go6d of the service ; and he 
therefore summoned Rupert to po- 
fiawert. 
: The a$tonishiiie»t of the letter is pot 
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%o be described^ when inMead of a 
haughty reception^ aiid a return to in* 
glorious service, he was greeted with an 
avowal of confidence in his zeal and 
abilities, and informed of the critical 
business for which be was selected. 

A less loyal heart would, have taken 
alarm at this unexpected alteraiidn, and 
aiuspected sonie sinister purpose under it: 
but Rupert happily was inclined to be* 
lieve in the good he saw ; and trusting 
that his patience under petty tyranny 
had subdued his commander^s dislike ; 
or that the ebb of disorderly passion hfid 
taught the latter to respect him that op» 
posed it, he accepted the perilous ho* 
nour, with grace and gratitude. 

Wrangel then Entered at once, and 
fully, into the. ramifications of hi^ ex? 
tensive plan ; saw ^ith satisfaption the 
eomprehensiye, retentive, and accurate 
mind, he was trusting to ; noted witb 
surprise the acute questions asked by 
Rupert, the distinctne3S witl^ whiph he 
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9aw the (Iifficu)ti03 of hi» own ti^k; 
afid.the ingjenuHy with wbicb ho ,de^ 
vised jneans to overcome them; aod, 
finally, ^miring him uofeignedly iw an 
instrument, he bnly disliked him tiie 
more as jji man. 

Wrangel' wa^ sufficiently ^eat in. the 
fidLd, to tolerate qualities likely tp ormte 
hipi a rival tb^rej but in the drawing* 
room his success wap less cert^iin^ apd he 
<;ould not forgive any man for being 
handsomer oj: morecaptivatii^ than him* 
self. . While Rupert was' tracing Ijis 
swift and secret route on a ipap marked 
with the different stations of the enemy^ 
Wrangel was saying tp himself — h )V^ell ! 
whether he fail or succeed, I shall be the 
gainer, Either more honour; or fr^r 
quarters among bright eyes and blooipv 
ing pheeks!*' and carelessly dismissing 
from his^ mind the possible destruction of 
the fine creature he was perforce^ admir- 
ing, he repeated some of his most im^ 
portant instructions, and bade him good 
15 
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night. As copUy ^ though be were 9bnd^ 
log him home to quiet sl^ep, and a B»ih 
swakening. 

Riipert's preparatioas were qtficjcly 
made J and, pi*Qyic(iqg himself qxAy with^ 
a S9fficient, bat moderate stoc]^ of t\^, 
co^^Qipn coin of the different priii<?i«> 
palities be must pas^ through^ arming 
himself wc^l, though as Jiightly as pos- 
sible^ he set off, accompanied by a trusty 
military servant, whose office was to 
escort him beyond the frontier ipto 
Franconia, and, leaving him there, to 
reti^rn with his horse to Donawert. 

Grpat part of Franqonia was ocp;Upied 
by th^ rear-guard of th^ Archduke } so 
th^ e^re Rupert could attain the neutral 
ground of Saxony, l^e must skirt i| and 
Bavaria, and be in conUnual dangi&r 
of falling in with the enemy. Ifseized, 
alope, and disguised, as he must.be, and 
discovered to be an officer of thp Union, 
of course he would be treated ^A a spy, 
apd condemned to immediaite aqd ig- 
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nominious death; Of all the variety of 
military duty, that of a spy. Was one 
which Rupert's soul revolted at ; ^nd he 
felt, th{lt although he could consent to 
suffer innocently, in that supposed cha-^ 
racter, while in .the performance of a 
duty equally hazardous but not odious,^ 
neither rhetoric nor worldly inducement 
could ever prevail upon him to enlist in 
so degrading a species of service in re- 
ality. . ' 
^ While imagining the possibility of 
such an unmerited fate, aware as he was 
of the summary sentences and executions 
of martial law^ he shuddered a moment ; 
thinking, not merely of himself, but of 
his mother^s desolation, and his father's 
ho(M>ir. Such a picture started up be- 
fore liim, that he durst not dwell on it. 
Meeta's death-shriek rung in his ear, and 
there was a single instant of time, dur- 
ing which he thought he could not, ought 
not to proceed. '^ 

This infirmity of a tender heart, quickly 
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passed away : — his lot was cast amongst 
dangers : -f- bis fortune most likely hung 
upon the present trial of his resolutioAjr 
and girding up his spirit afresh as he 
thought thus, he pursued his journey 
with greater enthusiasm. 

Sometimes on foot, sometimes on the 
hired horses of the country peopb j now 
upon rivers, and now upon roads^and al- 
ways disguised as an ordinary traveller ^ 
experiencing many alarms from the com- 
pany of others; exposed to every in- 
clemeqcj of the variable A^eather j often 
wanting food, and sleeping in woods or 
wine-caves, to avoid falling in witlj the 
enemy; — Rupert made his way into Sax* 
ony J thence crossing the Marquisate of 
Lusatia, he entered Silesia, the object, 
of his journey* It was near the end of 
November ere he reached the head- 
quarters of General Konigsmark at Sa-, 
gun. His commission thus gallantly exe-^ 
€uted,* was as favourably heard. Konigs- 
mark entered into the scheme of General < 

VOL. IV. K 
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Wrangel with all the enthusiasm of a 
younger soldier ; and delighted mth Ru« 
pert himself) for whom his favor had been 
previously bespoken by the late Com- 
mander-in-Cbiefi he would not suffer him 
to depart again on his return, until he 
had ascertained his capability of serving 
in a particular corps of flying-artrlleiy 
he was then I'aising, adapted to a moun- 
tainous country, and the able officering 
of which, was an object of great anxiety 
to him. The admirable military educa- 
tion which Rupert might be said to have 
given himself^was now manifested; and 
assured of his science, as well as bravery, 
Konigsmark at once offered him a troop 
iii this regiment, and offered to solicit 
General Wrangel's permission for his 
transfer from the one he now served in. 

Rupert was conscious that such a re- 
quest was the earnest of future favor. 
He felt, that independently of Marshal 
Torstenson's flattering recommendation 
of him^ he had made a happy impression 
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upon General Konigsmark in his own 
person; and he thought that both toge- 
ther might conduct him eventually to all 
he hoped to reach. Pleased with the 
careless^ good-humoured manners of 
General Konigsmark, whose province 
was a camp, and who seemed indeed as 
though he had never lived out of one, 
Rupert eagerly accepted the proffered 
benefit : it was settled, therefore, that if, 
after his return to the Commander-in- 
Chief with Konigsmark*s approval of 
the projected plan, no fit opportunity 
i^hould occur of his rejoining the troops 
in Silesia, he must consider himself as 
pledged to them, and join them when 
the two armies should meet victorious, 
as they hoped, in the heart of Bavaria. 

Successfully as Rupert had executed 
his difficult commission, and fortunate as 
he was in immediately engaging the good 
will of the very man he wished to serve 
under, there was 'much in the whole 
business to distress and agitate him. He 
K 2 
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could not but feel that he was actively 
employed in the furtherance of ^ sdhexne^ 
which, if effectual, must touch his father 
in the tehderest point ; and perhaps 
C0st his father bis life. It was in vain 
that Rupert endeavoured to calm thi 
tumults of iiis soul at the latter idea, by 
reflecting that he^ was only in the path of 
his own duty as a soldier and a Pipot^st- 
ant; that he Was merely lending his 
feeble aid to the gr^at and sacred work of 
procuring liberty of conscience for pre* 
sent and future generations ; riskitig 4)is 
own life, or peace dif mind, to restore . 
others to their homes, and to tl^ worship 
of their fathers. , Bat wheA be imaged 
himself in the same field with his father^ 
again, and more loudly, did the voice of 
nature lift itself up within him. 

Some reward, or some distinction, Ru*- 
pert had a right to expect from his first 
employer, for his fidelity and ability ; he 
was determined, therefore, to make that 
reward consist in the favor of being dif- 
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ferently employed, and purposely so, 
whenever the arioy of General Wrang^l 
w?is likely to b^ pitcb^. against that of 
Count Riinegravestein, By his return. 
now to tb^ c&mp of ib^ forttier, he would 
ind^t pxobably escape tbis dreaded en-! 
qountier^ The schema of w>ai: bad settied^ 
that General Konigsmark should adrat^e 
4t the vexy begintiing of the new year, 
aerqs? Bohemia, suddenly presenting himi^ 
s^lf oxjL tb$ inoutltaiAOus div^on between 
^Mt country: ttnd the: idectorate of Bava^ 
]%;. iJttraating by this ibovement, it was 
hoped, the. scatter^ troops of Bbine# 
gravestein, to; the quarter menaced. If 
this demonsttatibn of General Konigs* 
nolark should succeed m drawing Rhine* 
gravestein to the eastern frontiers^ the 
march.of the latter was to be the signal 
fof ; Wrangel to pour his stronger force 
iifto the heart of the country, from the 
soiith-west; and if the French could be 
hroiight sufficiently within reach, to keep 
the Archduke Leopold in &w!e> and prcr 
K 3 
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vent his advance to succour Municb, 
while Konigsmark was falling back as if 
discomfited and entangling Rhinegrave- 
stein among the mountain passes* it 
was probable that the capital would fall 
into the hands of the Swedes, and the 
Elector be thus obliged to make terms 
with the victors. 

These were the probabilities of General 
WrangePs planj and if they proved rea* 
lities, Rupert would then escape the 
horror of next meeting bis father in the 
field of fight. The worst tliat could bap* 
pen, therefore, would be an engagement 
with the archduke's troops; and whether 
lost or won with him, a battle would then 
bring to Rupert no other misery than its 
customary horrors. 

Thus calming himself as much as pos- 
sible, xipon the only part of this subject 
which could affiict his filial feelings, he 
took a respectfulleave of Gejieral Kohigs* 
mark, and once more re-trod the dan- 
gerous path back tp Sqabia. 
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The danger and difficulties of his jour*. 
»ey were equally great at the com- 
mencement, as towards the end of it j 
but they arose from very different causest: 
at the commencement, he had to en- 
counter all the inclemencies of Decem- 
ber, Hmongst precipices disguised under 
snows^ and torrents swoln into rivers by 
thc: sudden melting of the lower drifts 
under heavy rains. The Silesian moun- 
tains scaled, those bordering Saxony 
were to be conquered j and journeying^ 
for expedition and secrecy's sake^ wholly 
alone, Rupert was at the mercy of hired 
guides for his personal safety, and could 
only trust to the uncertain shelter of some 
solitary cabin, or empty wine-cave. 

But youth, resolution, and honourable 
ambition, can conquer most things ; he 
therefore went cheerfully on, secure of 
being at any rate far from hostile neigh- 
bours. In Saxony his way was smooth, 
And, his progress rapid ; that electorate 
,was now a neutral country; so that it 
K 4 
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was not until he came to the frontiers 
of Franconia and BaVaria, , that he found 
it necessary to pause, and consider which 
course he should take. In both these 
countries he was sure of encountering 
the troops of the enemy: partiiss from 
the archduke's army^ and fi*om that of 
Count Bhinegravesteifi's, were stffl hoo- 
vering in dl dipectiofls to surprise con- 
voys, and cut off' straggler* ^.There wei?e 
equal ch^tnces^ theriibp^ of his fidliag 
in wit^ such parties^ ip either state; 
and the only circumstance which cou£dl 
turn the scale in favour of one» was. some 
local reason for its being more favourable 
to concealment. It seemed to him^ sifyj&r 
a few enquiries, that by taking the routfe 
of Bavaria, he Would decide n)ost ju- 
diciously. He knew that country weli^ 
from his occasipnal progresses through it 
with his father's forest-matter ; who U8e4 
in the days of Rupert's unrivalled heir- 
ship (when he was often bxougbt from 
Saltzbourg, to be his father's companio0» 
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^di^kig a faunting-niiU;ch of weeks,) to 
n^Ase bim famiUat with all tlie chases and 
s^vatitfaetei txplared by the told pur4 
siiirs of the boar and wild stag:$ he 
kioBvff als<v the disliect of the cbuntryi? 
peopky their habrts, j^udices^ &c«; 
and it would be easy, th^efdre, for him 
ta assume their language and ipannerst 
witiiithe dress he must adopt to pass for 
one of ihsit dass. Another reason was 
condnsivQ; the soldiero of Count Rhine* 
gi^vestein were more thinly scatteced 
towards Donawert^ (for what cause he 
guessed not) than those of the Archduke 
wete on the Fribourg border. 

Into Bavaria, therefore, Rupert plunjged^ 
faaWng previously purchased a strong 
milife]f'4$^ horse, used to hard i&re and 
lodghig, tiii^4eifoi'e <^apable of bearing 
him stoij^y oti. . - : , 

For some time Rupert concluded be 
had dedded rightly; for he pushed on, 
unmoles^ by the inhabitant^, who^iui, 
cerdy betieved him, under his rustic 
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disguise^ and with bis weli^mitdted 
phrases, one of themselves. The same 
appearances did hot secure him from oc« 
casional interruption by the military ; but 
^ they enabled him to get out of their 
hands without enquiry. That presence 
of mind, which is the sure offspring of 
courage, never failed him j and the very 
acquaintance he had with the private 
history of their Genertj^ assisted him in 
maintaining the character "he assumed, 
that of a petty farmer, belonging to the 
Count's estate on the river Regen.' 

In this character he ventured to make 
those enquiries which a peasant so situated 
might be supposed curious enough to 
make, concerning his absent lord. The 
desultory information which Rupert thus 
collected from different persons, had as 
much of the painful as the satisfying 
in it. 

He heard, that after a temporary dis- 
agreement, the Count and Countess 
Rhinegravestein were then living toge- 
14 
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ther in tbeir splendid mansion at Munich^ 
(now the Bavarian liead-quarter^) s^nd 
that Julian was well» and resident there 
with them. — It was said, that the 
Countess had actually gone to her hus^ 
band's camp, ere it broke up, and thrown 
herself at his feet to implore his forgive- 
ness ; and that she had obtained it, at last, 
wholly by dint of public humiliations 
which th^ Count's delicacy of mind evi- 
dently shrunk from, and wished to ter- 
minate. 

The person who gave Rupert this in- 
formation, added some jesting remark 
upon the Countess's notorious jealousy 
of her handsome Lord, which most 
likely made her more ready now to stoop 
to a confession of penitence, lest sullen- 
ness, or violent self-defence, should pre- 
cipitate him into the actual infidelity, of 
which no one but herself had ever sus- 
pected him. His rare personal beauty, 
(from her unreasonable admiration of that 
poor advantage,) was the sceptre by 
k6 
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which Rhinegravedtein had bitherta ruled 
a wife, whom.neither public opinion nor 
private esteem coold controul. But in 
the late act,' she had committed what he 
deemed an irreparable outrage against his 
respectability, even more than her own j 
and be justly believed, that it was ineum* 
bent on him, to evince his itidignation at 
it, at least by a temporary separation, if 
not Goe for life. Yet here, in defiance 
of this conviction, with the weakness of 
one ever vulnerable to the distress he 
actually saw, when once she ccmtrived to 
enter the place whence his auth^itative 
command had excluded lief for a time, 
he was unable to persiiit in his resolution^ 
of remaining apart from the wiffe, whose 
conduct justified such an act. . Her tears, 
her rhetoric, her transports of idolatrous^ 
pas^on, her liberal expressions of setf- 
abhorrence (the freer said, b&eause the 
less sincerely thought), - and the ^ art*i 
ful, yet humble allusions she made 
to aU that she had given up for hi^ 
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sake, at a period wben princes contended 
for her hand, were more than Rfaine- 
gravestein could resist. He had his sonV 
softness of heart, without his fixed -princi-* 
pie, or consistent delicaejr ; sothatjeiren 
while assured that he was again ts^ing to^ 
his breast the woman that loved him 
solely for the pomp of hiii personal en-, 
dowments, and the pageantry ofhiH fame ; 
even whiles that heart was aching with 
the memory at* fftie who had loved his 
virtues and his true honour j even while 
recollecting what he had felt, what he had 
resolved in the presence of his irreproach* 
able son ; he raised theCouittess from the 
ground, and with a feeling of sacrifice, 
which would have become a better cause,^ 
resigned himself to a life of public vani^. 
ties again, and of i^cret remorse. 

A separation from this pernicious wo* 
man, ndfter duch a lawless deed as she^ had 
perforale^d in the face of the world, was 
in faet> what ' Rupeit had fondly antki-* : 
pated } * — »ay> was the t<est h^ h^ internally' 
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appointed whereby to judge of his father's 
smcere contrition towards himself. In 
wishing that separation, he did not wish 
ought that he believed likely to diminish 
Rhinegravestein's domestic happiness ; 
he conceived it due to his father^s honour : 
and he fancied it would tend to Julian's 
future comfort and well-doing. 

Thus, he wept the heart's tears^ as he 
listened to the recital of a contrary 
course j and grieved to think how such 
intelligence would blight the soothing 
ideas of brightening virtue in her hus- 
band^ which Rupert's own pen must have 
given birth to, by its account of his 
father's visit to Donawert, and his subse- 
quent letter written in the person of 
Julian! 

But it was not for one, doomed to care 
and exertion, to waste the life's blood of 
his youths in vain lamentation over the 
self-wrought e^s, even of a parent. He 
mwit live for the mother, whp was the 
victim of all the other's weakness and 
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Vanity : he must fix his eye solely upon 
one object -^ honourable support for her, 
and for himself. Determining, therefore, 
to (enquire no further, and to speak of 
Julian and his father only in his prayers, 
he prosecuted his journey without men- 
tioning the name of Count Rhinegrave- 
stein again. ; 

He was but a few German miles from 
the southern frontier of Bavaria, when 
being overt^en by a heavy storm of sleet 
and rain, on so open a part of the coun- 
try that it afforded scarcely a bush for 
shelter J he was so completely soaked 
through, that it became necessary for him 
to stop at the first house he might find^ 
in order to clean his pistols, whi<:;b, in 
case of attack by common plunderers, of 
roving soldiers, would be useless, unless 
properly dried ; and the nearer he ap- 
proadied the end of his travel, the more 
anxious he was to secure himself against 
the possibility of failure by any negli* 
gence. ' 



308 THS VILLAOe 

On the extremest verge of tliis wild/ 
or rather iSat of su'able land, he descried 
a poor looking hut, (for it deserved not 
the name of hoiee,) scarcely distinguish- 
able in size and .^oiir from the ilark 
heap of peaty which scantily Screened it 
£rom the north, and was destined for 
winter fuel; he rode up to it, and 
aHgfi^ing from his horse, knocked some 
time against the door with file rude staff 
het^ployed by way of whip: no one an-' 
swered* At length a woman appeared^ 
aaod, after a short parley; the good BavA-i 
lian he spoke, the civility of hm m^m^ 
ner, and the prepo^s;sessingneSs of bk 
conhtetoance, {for that he could not dis^ 
guisa/) quickly Obtained him admittuncei 
He entered a tingle clay chambeif, b^ai^ly 
famished ; it cheerful fife Was ho^eVSi^ 
bl|e:ing in th»<centre ; two or thfe6 (MU 
dren sat toiStiA it at th^ir ^ut)][>er8 ; iindi 
in one corner^ Wafe a bed, upon i;<4iich» llty^ 
a pei^oH c^arefolly covered up. ' * 

Rupert did not at first notice thilb^er4 
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son ; but when he did so, receiving for 
answer to his question, that it was the 
woman's uncle tired out with a raging 
tooth^acfae, and was trying to rest, he 
made some compassionate remark, aud 
^nquifed no further. / • 

Drying his wet clothes as well as he 
could, without taking any of them ofl^ he 
remained standing over the fire, occasion* 
ally noticing the children, while rubbing 
Ms wet fire-arms, and preparing them for 
]*e*l6&ding« One of the children soon be- 
ciime fkmiliar enough with the.suppoi^ 
young farmer to clitnb his knee, and 
amuse herself with pulling about his^hairi 
TMs was a display of his-fpatures^ wbicK 
Rupert had no desire to permit at this 
moment; for so many -of the Bavarisin 
country people were us6d to come into the 
Swedish camp with p^rovisions, in defi'^ 
ance of their own governnient^s orders^ 
that he feared to be recognized so near 
thte frdntiers. By degrees he drew the 
Ktrte git Us attention from his ' pretty Jiair 
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to the buttons of his rude boot- stockings y 
and having sufficiently dried himself and 
his pistols, he saw that the weather was 
cleared, gave the quiet mistress of the 
cabin his thanks, expressed in homely 
phrase, (for he was careful not to offer 
her money,) and putting a kruitzer or two 
into the hand of his little persecutor, he 
took his leave, wishing the sl.eeper to 
awake freed from his late suffering. 

Mounting his rough-coated horse, 
which had found some sort of shelter in 
the cavity made in the peat-stack by 
cutting out portions of fuel, Rupert pro- 
ceeded leisurely down the road, which 
just a^ this part sitnk abruptly, and led 
to more broken and intricate ground than 
the flat it skirted. 

The wintry tempest had quite spent 
itself ere this j and though the air was 
bitingly keen, one of those fine nights 
had succeeded, which make even De- 
cember-scenery agreeable. The season 
PS yet was remarkably open, (a reasmi 
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why military operations were not sus- 
pended,) and if Rupert had already felt 
the inconvenience of that circumstance, 
its exposing him to frequent drenchings 
like the one just over, he reaped the 
solid advantage of being enabled to travel 
for a much longer continuance every day. 
He now meditated going on, while the 
moon lasted ; arid he thought if he did 
so, unmolested, he should be able to get 
beyond the frontier, and reach the Sua- 
bian town, of which his uncle was com* 
mandant. It was ever his custom during 
this journey, on quitting any house. Or 
fellow-traveller, never to ride fast; for 
haste seems to imply apprehension. He 
now, therefore, merely trotted his horse, 
while he looked about him, and felt that 
complacent feeling steal over his mind, 
which the rudest scene of nature always 
produced in him. 

The scene in which Rupert was, at 
this ihoment, had nothing either pictu- 
resque or beautiful in itself: it was only 
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a croi^-road, winding between low banks^ 
bare of verdure, except what some tall 
aquatic weeds bestowed, which grew in 
the bordering ditches, and were now 
heavy and bright with the rain>>drop8^ 
The lane was deep and miry, but the 
moon shining upon the water in all th^ 
splashy hollows of the ruts, gave it a sort 
ttjp be^iity t6 Rupert's painter's eye. 
^ AsJ he gradually siiffered the bridte ,ta 
fidl on the neck of his horse, while the 
tired animal toiled through heavy clay 
clogging his footing, and &s he fixed 
hfe eyes upon the clear orb above, win. 
ning^ her way with soft raigesty through 
^laminated clondif, she seemed not the 
lesn beautiful to him, because his afibo« 
fidnate fancy compared her with his 
molher. Though so serene and stiU^ 
tliere was someihing touching and melaii^ 
choly in her light ; something so tender 
as Well as lovely, that he felt as he was 
used to do, on seeing that beloved feed 
again, a[ft^ a short absence* . ^ 
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"Dear mother r* he dxclMwed, iavo-^ 
luntarily, aloud, " for what is there of 
aacrfed or svmjitpihat does not remind me 
of thee?*' 

Perhaps his thoughts wandered from 
that treasured idea, to a kindred one; 
for a deeper, a hopeless sigh, soon after** 
waid heaved his. breast. Whatever his 
reflections were at that moment, thj&y 
were put to flight, by a voice calling on 
him to stop, and the flgure of a 'man, aU 
temately walking and running, approach^ 
ing from the end, of the rofMi he had him* 
self entered on. The person jvas £(|one» 
aiid apparently unartned : what his pur: 
pose might be, Rupert guessed not : but 
feeling for his pistols, and checking 
hiis horse» he waited till the man came 
nearer. 

As the latter approached, he took off 
his woollen dtp, with an . air of respect^ 
which made Rupert conclude him to be a 
beggar : but the man's dress w.as cbcent'; 
and as the mponlight fell on, h» upraised 
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fiice and grey locks, Rupert thought he 
had seen both before. ■ '^*- 

Another second or tWo terminated the 
alarm this idea gave him, and caused him 
agitation of a different kind. 

The person in question, at once an- 
nounced himself as the poor countryman , 
to. whom Rupert had unveiled the pro- 
fligate designs of General Wrangel, in 
the suburbs of Donawert. He had fled 
thence, he said, to shelter with a married 
nieee in Bavaria, until the Swedish army 
should remove their quarters ; having 
paMy deposited his pretty daughter — 
the only child left to his old age, in the 
hands of some benevdent nuns, not far 
disUot. 

, He : described his gratitude, with an 
earnestness, proportionate to the evident 
mncerity of ^is rustic integrity j and in- 
formed Rupert, that. having, on tlie lat- 
ter*s entrance into his niece's hut, been 
startled by the sound of his voice and 
manner of speaking, the sight of a cer- 
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tain scar just above his right temple, 
which the child*s playing with his hair 
discovered, had at once confirmed the 
idea awakened by his voice, and urged 
him to follow as he had done, and ap- 
prize him of a danger which threatened 
him nearly. 

At this intimation, Rupert looked up 
and down the road to observe whether 
any one was in sight or hearing, and see- 
ing no living thing except themselves, he 
alighted from his horse, and drawing 
him close to the bank, took his station 
under its shelter, with the honest Suabiaii. 

The circumstances the latter had to 
relate, were, as he owned, imperfect; 
but he thought that he knew enough to 
warrant him in saying they were import- 
ant ; probably they might be completed 
by the conjectures of his auditor, who 
most likely had some key to the business 
they treated of. 

What the Suabian related was this : — 

Some Bavarian troopers, belonging to 
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a couple of r^'ments, quartered at a 
place a few miles higher up, had been 
lately at his niece's hut, enlisting her 
husband in a service of profit tohina, but 
not of personal danger. It was their 
purpose, they told him, to enter the town 
of *** by stratagem, and if he would ac- 
/cqmpany them, and upon ascertaining 
their entrance, hoist the signal of a white 
flag from the Hill-treej to the right of 
the town, that would be the token by 
which the remainder of their squadron 
were to advance, secure of entering and 
possessing the place surprised. The oc- 
pasion of this sudden enterprise, was 
some private information sent to the Colo- 
nel of one of those regiments, stating, 
that Roselheim, the commandant of this 
Swedish station^ would positively be ab- 
sent during the whole of the ensuing 
night J therefore any feint or attack upon 
the town, would be more likely to suc- 
ceed^ when the proper conamander was 
off his post — and secretly off it — than 
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when all things were going on in due 
order. 

The Suabian added, that having, while 
inhrs own poor home, learned Rupert's 
name from accidentally seeing him as 
he passed to that very town, on the 
morning of his sudden march thither, 
having immediately recognised his strik- 
ing coimtenance, and enquired who he 
was, he could not mistake him again, 
when be saw hitn by the strong glare of 
his niece's fire, even under a peasant's 
dress :— ^ espeeially when that glare show- 
ed on the top of his fair forehead, the very 
mark which hisown lamp hj^d gleamed 
upon at Donawert. 

The old man confessed that his niece's 
husband, in th^ hope of earning a little 
flioney honestly,, was gone with the sol- 
diers^ to their colonel ; therefore intreat- 
ed, that if the poor fellow should by 
chance -fall into the hands of the Swedes, 
from the information he was now giving, 
they would treat him kindly. Again 

VOL. IV. h 
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and again be assured Rupert, that no- 
thing but the strength of gratitude to 
him, for saving himself from shame, and 
his daughter from ruin, would have in* 
duced him to betray what might be oon* 
sidereda confidence, being spoken^before 
him in the belief that he was a loyal Ba* 
varlan. When this detail waa dosed, 
Rupert's brain was full of clouds $. he atr. 
tempted to understand the military pnv 
ject so vaguely reported by his inf<HUiiaiit^ 
but in vain ; still less could he account 
for the positive assurance tiiat his uncle 
would be secretly absent from the com- 
mand allotted him, at the dead of night. 
He questioned the old man, and found 
that the name of Lodowick Schwartz had 
often been mentioned by the soldiers; 
especially as denoting him for their sovirce 
of information. Rupert at once remem^ 
bered that his uncle's servant bore that 
name, a man he never liked, but whose 
bluntly impertinent flatteries swayed his 
master more than th$ latter would have 
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chosen to admit. If then on joining Co« 
lonel Roselheim, Rupert should find that 
he was actually going, for whatever reason, 
to absent himself at the time specified, 
he should have^ no doubt, that this ser- 
vant was in league with the enemy. 

Convinced that however enigmatics^l 
part of the afiair appeared to himself j it 
was really pregnant with danger to his 
uncle, Rup^t became more earnest and 
mintitfe in hi^ ititerrogatoHes } and having 
received dl the satisfaction in the poor 
man's power to bestow, acknowledged 
that his owti accidental 'service was richly 
overp^d by this providential adventure; 
confessed that it w^ not himSelf, but a 
near and dear relat^ that was threaten- 
ed ; and prissihg into the old Suabian's 
hand th^ only piece of gold he had aboiit 
him wit^i' a gracious and grateful bene- 
diction, he strudc his horse's sid6 with 
hts heel, and was out of sight in a mo- 
ment. 

l2 
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CHAP. VI. ^ 

Fortunately, the town Colonel, RpseL 
heim commanded, was in Rupert's direct 
road to Donawert, by the d^iour which 
circumstances in Bavaria obliged him to^ 
make, ef e, he could cross the frontier 
line safely ; therefore, without betraying 
his duty, he could take that course, and 
halt at this first friendly station, with the 
allowable plea of recruiting himself ere 
he appeared at head-quarters. 

Exceedingly harassed in mind, and 
more fatigued from that harassment, 
than he had felt himself during the whole 
of his journey, Rupert reached the gates 
of the" town, three hours after midnight : 
but the rules, on such occasions, are un- 
bending to solitary individuals, and he 
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was forced to wait there till day-break : 
when, never did the unexpected sight of 
the object beloved thrill human breast ^ 
with livelier momentary joy, than did the 
£rrt peep of dawn, through the leafless 
branches of what was called the hill-tree, 
warm that of Rupert. 

Except during periods erf actual ser- 
vice. Colonel Roselheim was not an 
early riser J Rupert therefore,^ unable to 
restrain bis impatience to glean some- 
thing of the mystery which caused him 
strange fears, went immediately to Major 
Heilbrunn, the second in command ; an 
oflScer of merit, about his unele's stand- 
ing in the army, but even less fortwnate. 
Something of confidential intimacy, on 
the subject of Colonel Roselheim's pe- 
culiarities, had long and insensibly esta- 
blished itself between Rupert and this 
officer J both noticed those peculiarities 
in the true spirit of affection, anxious to 
ward off their consequences from the of- 
fender himself, and to prevent observ- 
h3 
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:ation of thenoy by less indulgent persons* 
It was not unnatural, therefore, that Ma^ 
jor Heilbnmn, aflier a shortconversatioft 
oa other topics, should relate an incident 
from which he apprehended evi^, ttfoa^ 
at & later.periody.to the worthy CoIoneL ^ 
The business of a cartel had very 
latelybrdught intothetown adistant rela* 
tion of* the Gc^ihtess Khinegravesy^n^ 
a Saxon Count, i serving under the Arcb* 
duke Leopold* .Colonel Roselheim had 
imprudently spoken ij£ that lady^ in 
terma -impossible for Jier kii^man to 
hear, unlessr he hadprevioiisly disowned 
her unjustifiable conduct; and this 
nobleman, being younger* and BSiinfl^m- 
mable, and proud of bis relationship to 
the Countess, had retorted, by calling 
the Colonel an upstart and an apostate* 
A blow. Major Heilbrunn^rieved to say, 
had been hi^ old comrade's answer ; and 
it was with difficulty, therefore, that he 
and an officer in the Saxon Count's com- 
pany, could prevent them from ending 
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the mutual outrage by an immediate 
duel. A truce, not a peace, was at length 
cdnduded on the score of superior duty 
claiming the present moment ;^nd the 
two by-standers, stood pledged to see sa* 
tisfaction tendered by the one and taken 
by the other, at the point of the sword, 
whenever Colonel Roselheim should be 
reletoed from hiis charge of the town, and 
free to stdke his life in a private quarrel. 
Rupert could not hear this account, 
coupling it with what he had heard in 
Bavaria,without becoming certain ihat his 
uiicle was r*shly and secretly engaged in 
the desperate adwntare of giving Count 
Roth well the rendezvous somewhere dis- 
tant : and that either the latter wte base 
enough to take advantage of such a step, 
and revenge his affronted dignity, by im. 
parting it to his own party ; or that the 
Colonel's servant was indeed betraying 
his master from mere sordid motives. 

Simply, but strongly expressing his 
concern at what the Major told him, 
l4 
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Rupert now hurried to his uncle-s house*; 
and having waited some time for his ris- 
ing, was at length so impatient that he 
entered his chamber without ceremony, 
and woke him. 

Colonel Roselheim's pleasure at this 
unexpected sight of his nephew, was? 
loud and long ; he had been apprized of 
his absence from camp, but was too well 
acquainted with the duties of secret ser- 
vice to ask where he had been, much less 
to enquire into the nature of his mission* 
He talked of various matters, with his 
usiial transition from noisy volubility to 
unreflecting silence. Rupert, however, 
observed, that his uncle's countenance 
did hot, as formerly, testify a vacancy of 
thought : it was vexed and sombre ; and 
such an expression was the more striking, 
from the contrast it formed to hig joyous 
boisterousness, while speaking. 

After some time given to ordinary 
topics, interesting to them both, Rupert, 
with some trepidation, related the extra* 
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ordinary circumstance that had happene^d 
to him, near the frontiers. While repeat- 
ing this, as a mere travelling adventure, 
the Colonel, unlike his custom, listened 
attentively: now knitting his brow into 
absolute cords ; and now tightly press- 
ing first the upper, and then the under 
lip over each other. When the recital 
ended, he seemed to take a sudden reso- 
lution ; changed his look ; all at once 
affected to laugh j said, the thing was like 
a gypsey's fortune-telling, all a jumble of 
guess and trick ; and having completely 
dressed himself by this time, was going 
to leave the room, inviting the dismayed 
Rupert to meet him an hour hence at 
the riding-house, when as suddenly turn- 
ing back, he burst into a passion of in- 
viectives and execrations. 

'From these disjointed apostrophes, his 
nephew was at no loss to gather more 
than Major Heilbrunn had told, or could 
tell him: and he besought his uncle to 
explain himself thoroughly. 
L 5 
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Colonel B03!^lbeiin'S impaiiuoiuty, if 
not bi» goad/sena^t ^ever imo|wre4 him to 
give half GQi>fi4en9Q8 ; and fdxigingbxm^ 
self down upoa a .seat> he now more 
deliberat^lx confirmed whiM^ever JjLupert 
suspected ; addit^g th^ only part which 
yet wanted ppjifirinatipn, aind/y^hich the 
latter dreaded most to hear. 

He co^e98ed» that a^ham^d of having 
given any man a blow, without giving 
him also the ppppi*tunity of avepging it, 
he had found mgants privately to ofier 
sati^action to dount Rotbweil, which 
being acceptedi, they ^ere to meet that 
very night, at a certain hoijir after mid- 
night, in m upfreqvented grove, mid- 
way between their two stations; and 
there end their quarrel by tpjch^light 
with their swords. 

Colonel Hoselbeim had put only his 
servant, he said, into his secret, through- 
out the whole transaction : he o&y was 
to accpmpwy him : it had been settled, 
that ^is feUpw should gO; [uivateiy 
9 
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out of the town before dusk, with his 
master's horse, and wait for him at a doe 
distance till the hour in which it would 
be necessary for the Colonel to join him, 
and ride to the appointed rendezvous. 

Awiure that there was. hazard and puU 
pability in thus quitting his post for a 
personal quarrel, Coloiiel Roselheim had 
demanded Count Rothweii^ promise to 
keep the afiair secret : it bdng sufficient 
for the latter^s honour, that the custom* 
ary satisfaction would be lisnd^^d him 
bcifore one of the officers that had Wit<- 
nessed tine affiront, who might report it 
hereafter to Major Heilbrunn. Tlje last* 
mlmied officer could not be preseivt, as die 
town would l^hen be left without a protec- 
tor* Between Count RothWai therefore, 
smd Cpbnei Roselheim^s sen^^i^, the 
treadiery nnnit \\t. Rothweil bore a fair 
reputation \ his na/me had never been 
menttott^ by the BavariM soldiers when 
discii^ng thi^ sdveme ^ and the very 
fiu^t of the regiments destined ibr the 
L 6 
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stratagem, being a part of the force in 
Bavaria, seemed to remove the suspicion 
from one that belonged to that of the 
Archduke, on a different frontier. 

Not only Rupert, but the Colonel him- 
self, feh instant conviction that Lodowick 
was the traitor.^ 

Without wounding his uncle by any 
fruitless remaric upon his blameable con- 
duct to Count Rothweil, Rupert express- 
ed his deep concern at the prol>able con- 
sequences of it ; convinced as he was, 
that some scheme was on foot by the 
enemy which might create the most dis- 
astrous confusion, were it to take place 
during the unauthorised absence of the 
commanding officer, the second in com- 
mand being ignorant of that absence. 
He spoke of privately seizing and ques- 
tioning Lodowick, and renouncing the 
rendezvous with Count Rothweil alto- 
gether, as a positive breach of public duly. 

To renounce the-appointment, CoI<meI 
Roselheim said, was not to be heard of» 
4 
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Rupert then besought permission to go 
in his stefad and meet Count Rothweil ; 
not for the mad purpose, he owned, of 
exposing his own life ; but in the hc^ 
of conciliating, or at least of postponing 
this fatal rencontre, until a time of truce. 
To speak of postponing any matter to 
Colonel Roselheim, whereby his courage 
might be questioned, was i^eaking to the 
whirlwind. He might have replied to 
Rupert's reasonings and entreaties in the 
words of the poet : — 

« Why thus 
Address thy prayers to me ! — th' assaying vmve 
Moves not the rock !*' 

In a stem, rather than an angry tone, he 
commanded his nephew to silence on 
that topic, adding, •• Meet him I will. — 
If you choose to go with me, boy, you 
shall have no cause to hang down your 
head for me afterwards. — I care for 
nothiug, except this plaguy trick of the 
enemy : let's hear that part of yoUr story 
again.'' 
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Rupert repeated the Btofy ; and as tb^ 
uncle andnej^w weighed every particn4 
lar more narrowly) both became con* 
vinced that the traitorous information 
was solely the work of the former's 
trusted servant. Several slighter proofs; 
of less important things^ known or dis- 
covered by the enemy in former periods, 
rose to confirm this suspicion : and as 
Colonel Roselheim admitted this strong 
evidehee, Hupert was surprised to see 
him remaining where he was, and not 
rushing out, as he expected, with mad 
imprudence^ to accuse the traitor pub- 
licly, and so betray his own secret. 

The degree of this man's guilt was 
a secondary ooncern just now j Rupert's 
chief concern was to divert his und^ 
from the purpose of meeting Count 
Rothweil } and in the hope of doing so^ 
he onc^ faore placed before bim, the 
8€!E»nd^l:0f bieiqg i<mnd 00' his post, should 
the Bavari<U9s attempt, much less suc- 
ceed, in a surprise. 
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CokHiel RoseUifetm saw t^e daqgftr he 
ran ; but of tw:o disgraqes, th&'Oi^ po^ir 
tive^ the othdr doubtful, (nay, he affected 
to believe imposaible,) he found hio^lf 
resolved to avoid the firsjU No maa 
should ever be able, he said, to braad 
him for a coward ; and "^h^, h^. should be 
called, if the town s(i£^(^ harm through 
his hot4ieadedness» he would not enquire 
too curiously at thift juncture. If Rop 
pert chose to assist him» in making pro- 
per dispositions for having the enemy 
well-received) in case the vaunted aib- 
tempt were made ; ai^d if he chi)se after* 
wards to go and see how .he acquitted 
himself to Count Rothweil, he would 
take both acts a9 a kindjiess} bi^t if the 
former feared to lose any of his own cre- 
dit by either, in God's name l^t him 
stay away. 

With a brimming eye and a fuUer 
heart,, Rupert squeezed Mb uncle's hand 
at this; and after a moQi^nt's deep fareathr 
ing, said earnestly << If I could have per- 
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suaded you to give up this fatal business, 
my dear uncle, I should have taken it as 
the greatest proof you could ever have 
given me, of your valued affection ; as 
it is, your fate is mine. I go with you 
to-night. 

Colonel Koselheim embraced him. 
" A plague on my hastiness !'' exclaim- 
ed he, " if you had been by when 
that stiff coxcomb first provoked me, 
as you were when that other young 
fellow fiamed up, it would not have come 
to this. Why the devil do I always put 
myself in fault ? A blow no man can 
forgive, till he has given a cut or thrust 
in return.'* 

The necessary steps to be taken, by 
way of providing against a surprize of 
the town, even by the most ingenious 
stratagem, were now canvassed. Rupert 
suggested calling in a few companies of 
foot that were ' scattered about among, 
the villages, and advised their entry to 
be made in loose parties, at different in- 
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tervals, not to attract attention, and after 
Lodowick should be gone out of it with 
his master and Rupert's horses. Some 
cavalry might be procured also, by ap- 
plication to another Swedish quarter, 
and if these were ststtioned in a wood on 
the Francontan side of the town, they 
would be ready either to fall upon the 
rear of the enemy, cutting off his retreat, 
if he failed of making good an entrance; 
or they might intercept the troop that 
was to advance afterwards to his support. 
Friendly cavalry, so posted, would have 
a double use: as Rupert thought, that 
if treachery were meditated by Count 
Rothweil, as well as by Lodowick, and a 
party of Imperialists were employed tocut 
off his uncle's return, a little hard riding 
would bring him within . reach of their 
own dragoons ; and if a signal and an-* 
swering signal were previously concerted, 
he might put himself at their head, and 
when he re-appeared with them in the 
town, make his temporary absence seem 
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only a part erf tibe wdUaid scheifte by 
which tibat of the Bavarians was frus- 
tmted. 

Doubling of guards at the barriers, «n^ 
larging the horse-patrole^ distributing a 
greater quantky of ammusntiofii all these 
things Colonel Bosdheim knew1;he ne^^ 
cessity of having done at the proper time; 
and the nec^sity, therefore, of letting 
Major Heilbrunn into the secret. The 
Mftjor then was summoned; the con- 
fidence given, the responsibility accept* 
ed: signals were fixed <mi and a pds^ 
word settled, which was to ,re-ddxnit 
Colooel fioselhdm, disguised as he tnusit 
be going out, together with Hupert, at 
the iSuabian entrance of the town. 

Soon after, having thus arranged ^very 
thing, and. given the word of a soldier 
to bury the tramaction for ever in his 
own brast, Migor Heilbrunn zealously 
endeavouiied to dissuade his superior 
from a project so fraught with evil ; but 
Colonel Roselheim was deaf to remon- 
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jrtrimcej and dism^^ing the Major, 
though in his kindest manner, hastened 
out with Rupert to reconnoitre the 
weakest pzvts of the places 

To turn the threatened evil into a btil^ 
li^mt success wds a^sur^dly desirable, and 
^s there was ^Qthing to be apprehended 
frotn asurpriscty when it was foreseen, it 
Jforoaed th^efore no part dT Colonel 
Roselbeim's pktn ^o induce the enemy to 
abandon it, by shewing that it was 
foreseen* 

Rupert had no sooner terminated his 
shajre in the consultations witt^ bis uncle 
and Major Heilbrann, than borrowing 
one of the lAtt^r's swift^t horses, he 
rode almost without intQnms8k)o,;£rf; fuU 
speed, to IXm^wetrtf where he went. imt- 
mediately to the cQtnmander4n-'chkf; 
reported {the acquiescence of General 
Konigsmark in thepHan for tipening the 
coming year ; and pleading the necessity 
of returning, after such long absence 
from his troop in the town where his ' 
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uncle commanded ; and hinting at pri- 
vate business there, quickly received his 
cong^9 and got back just after sunset. 

The whole day, indeed, passed in such 
excessive activity and occupation of 
mind, that it was not until he found him- 
self at midnight beyond the last barrier 
of the town, walking swiftly towards the 
spot where Lodowick was waiting with 
the horses, th^t he had leisure to think <^ 
the actual aim of all this movement. 

As though the subject had^ been un- 
noticed by him till this very moment, 
it appalled him now with a species of 
shock. He was accompanying his uncle, 
he knew, to a scene of death j either he 
or his antagonist would most likely fall j 
and if his uncle preserved his life through 
that peril, it might be only to lose it the 
next hour, amid the uproar of the attack 
upon the town. What was to be his own 
fate, throughout, Rupert stayed not to 
enquire; b6t the imagined fall of his 
good uncle was a misfortune of such 
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magnitude to him» In many points of view, 
that as if* rousing from the stupor occa- 
sioned by some drug or philtre, andamazed 
at himself for not urging his arguments 
more persuasively than he fancied he 
had yet done, he rode his horse close up 
to his uncle's 45ide, (for they were now 
mounted, and Lodowick riding at a 
short distance l^ehind,) and suddenly 
broke in upon his meditations, by a re- 
newal of all that he had vainly uiged 
during the day, and to which the greater 
awe of his soul gave additional energy. 

There is no man, however eminent fgr 
wisdom and virtue, especially in the first 
years of manhood, that rises, completely 
above the level of the times he lives in ; 
the extensive ramifications of Christian . 
duty, and the consequent sinfulness of 
duelling, were not as distinctly ascer^ , 
tained then, as they are now > Rupert, 
therefore, had only the abl^orrence tp 
that practice, of a man naturally gentle 
and averse to bjiood ; he was .taught t|i9 
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creed of a soldier on tbat stibject; and 
ackno\dedgkg» that after ^ving a brave 
man a blow^ his uncle must either give 
that man the usual satisfikrtion,^ or con- 
fess his fault, he now endeavoured to per- 
suade him to the last st^/ enforcing with 
much eloquence, the true magnatnimity 
of confbssiog errors when conscious of 
hi^ving ofiended; observing, that of sJl 
men his uncle might do this with the 
greatest security, as liis persona! cou- 
rage was estaUished by far nobler actions 
than drawing his sword in a private quar- 
rel. Rupert then mentioned his mother, 
in a way that he hoped might move his 
auditor; but *the Colonel only drew a 
long breath, something between a sigh 
and a groan, wished that he hdd married 
in hi» youth sudi a woman as she, and 
bidding him ^peiek no more of her, added, 
« My mind is fixed^ I tdU you, Sir ! wait 
tai the play is done. I thank you, how- 
ever, whatever happens; if I fall, do 
you hear, ride back, and dispute the last 
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foot of ground in the town— do you 
make a name for yourself, thou^ it cost 
you your life to boot — and hajrk you, 
Rupert^ dispose of that scoundrel by the 
way." 

~ The last words were iqxiken in a still 
lower tone than the imlistinct grumbling 
one, with which the first were said.^ Ru* 
pert underi^ood from them, that his uncle 
meant not to let hissen^^t^^cape, when 
once he was assured of his guilt, by the 
signal which was to announce tke^tten^t 
upon th^ town -— and he co»ld not wish 
that he should^ but it was ioqiossftile for 
Rupert to give the horrid promise of 
being his executioner. TheJafcter now 
and then looked back at the ftllow as 
they advanced, mid saw him riding stu* 
pidly forwards, with his head, han^g 
down, revdvii^, perhaps, his^^wn guilt, 
and half r^entin^ ita i»*obable conse- 
quences to his hasty but kind master. 
As Rupert retreated, shuddeiing with« 
in himself, from these ocqasioiial giancesr 
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and imagined the comparatively few 
pieces of gold for which thiji man was 
bartering so many lives as were likely to 
fall in this night's enterprise, he shuddered 
again, to think how often. the immor* 
► tal soul is thus sold for ** a mess of pot- 
tage;" an eternity of happine^, for a 
moment of earthly gratification I 

After the sombre ride of an hour, the 
horsemen turning off towards 4 glen, 
came in sight of. the grove appointed by 
Count Rothweil. It was a dismal scene 
^ough; for the trees were principally 
firs, that grew veiy high above, and fea- 
thered to the very ground below : a cir- 
cle of black thorn skilled them ; and 
girt in the grovfe, as if to mark it for the 
haunt of witches, or acqiirsed ispirits. 
The night was muffled and gloatoy, 
a^ the persons: met to increase its mpura-p 
fuiness;- and' every thing was so still, 
that even the melancholy winta: wind 
w6uld liaye been more cheerful, than 
^uch sepulchral reposte, . 
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Count Roth well was already there with 
his second, and servant, all standing 
wi^apt in their large military cloaks. The 
office not only of his servant but of Colo- 
nel Roselheim's was to hold the huge 
torches which were to light their masters 
to the work of death. 

A few words of cold and constrained 
civility passed between the principals of 
this affair : the servants then shook their 
torches into a strong blaze, the seconds 
settled the usual punctilios of such meet- 
ings, and fell silently back* 

At that moment, Rupert felt a certain 
conviction that his uncle would fall : — 
the sentence of his own death could 
scarcely have caused him such a pang. 

Count Rothweil now observed that the 
steel, of his adversary's weapon as the 
latter drew it forth, seemed pecu- 
. liarly finely tempered : the Cdonel im- 
mediately insisted upon exchanging 
swords: this the other more civilly 4^ 
clined; but accepted the advantage of 

VOL. IV. M 
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the first attack. He made it dexterously 
and earnestly: Colonel Roselheim de- 
fended himself temperately; and after a 
thrust or two from his opponent, it 
was evident less carefully, confining him- 
self to parrying, without returning the 
lunges. 

Count Rothweil noticed this, and as 
he made another thrust at him which en- 
tered his left side and drew bloody called 
pettishly on him to fight more in ear- 
nest. 

The Colonel now drew back, and en- 
quiring whether his enemy had received 
sufficientsatisfaction^ merely put his hand- 
kerchief between his waistcoat and the 
wound, while awaiting the answer. 

RothweiPs second now too]c upon him 
to pronounce the satisfaction complete : 
his principal confirmed the declaration by 
a bend of the head : upon which Colonel 
Roselheim believing his character as a 
teave man placed beyond doubt, made 
\ blunt confession of concern at the at- 
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front he had put upon a gallant soldier, 
and demanded pardon for it. 

Count Rothweil seemed astonished; 
certainly not disagreeably Bo: and in 
granting it with a tolerable grstce, took 
care not to insist upon an avowal of con- 
trition for the offence which preceded it, 
that of branding his fair relative with 
opprobrium. He left that perhaps, to 
balance his own gross appellation of apos- 
tate; and touching his hat to the frank- 
hearted Colonel, confessed he was per- 
fectly satisfied, and hoped that his sword 
had not proved keener than he imagined. 

While the Austrian party were pre- 
paring for departure, Aupert, as if 
scarcely awakened after a. painful dream, 
so surprised and rejoiced was he at this 
unexpected termination of a meeting 
which he feared would cost one^ or both 
of them his life, now hastened to ex- 
amine his uncle's wound, which had 
begun to bleed pretty plentifully. Lodo- 
wick showed the greatest anxiety to as- 
M 2 
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sist in stanching it; and although his 
master declared it merely in the muscles 
of the side, and stanchable with an ad- 
ditional handkerchief, and a sash well 
tightened, the man persisted in recom* 
mending him to retire to a cottage, the 
owner of which he knew, and there have 
it leisurely examined, and securely bound 
up. , - 

Colonel Roselheim merely cried pshaw! 
with a more passionate movement of the 
head than ordinary, exchanging a look 
with Rupert, which spoke what he 
thought of this officiousness. While the 
latter was bandaging his uncle's side, and 
the other gentlemen riding ofl^ he re** 
marked Lodowick's eyes perpetually 
turning towards that quarter where it 
was barely possible he might > descry the 
white token of his accomplice's success. 
The fellow seemed unusually slow, or 
clumsy in making the horses ready for 
their riders : Rupert therefore, pushing 
him aside, helped his uncle to his saddle. 
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aii(i i^natching the bridle of his own horse 
from the lingering, fingers of Lodowick, 
was jnst mounting, when the alarm bell 
ringing from the town, confirmed the 
truth of his Suabian iriend. 

At the loud sound of that bell, Colond 
Bc^elfaeim started up erect in his stir- 
rups, and excUuming — " Treacherous 
scoundrel!'' shot Lodowick dead at his 
feet* 
. Rupert had but a moment for amaze- 
ment and horror ; his uncle was already 
at full speed : he sprang upon his saddle, 
and striking his spurs, into his horse's 
sides, followed with a velocity which 
quickly brought him up with the Co- 
lonel. 

The 'cavalry stationed so judiciously 
in the wood, roused by the same signal, 
were now thundering along in the same 
direction. The only light in the sky, was 
that afforded by a few stars, which ap* 
peared through rifls of the clouds, so 
that the men and horses were seen im- 
m3 
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perfectly; liut Rupert could not cloubt 
they were their own friends : he waved 
his hat, as he gallopped up to them, and 
exchange thepass^^words. Having pushed 
before his uncle, whose aim was not to 
be known till they should get within 
the harriers of the town, Rupert pro- 
claimed himsdf: the troopa*s repeated 
his name with an animated shout ; and 
following his impetuous lead, they swept 
with him into the Suabiah gate, which 
opened at his signal ; and passing down 
the main street, directed by the sound of 
incessant firing, and the shouts of mo- 
mentary triumph^ he plunged at once 
into the thick of a dei^erate fight. 

In concerting and execuj;ing this en- 
terprise, the Bavarians had copied the 
well-known stratagem of Duke Bernard, 
so successful upon the city of Manheim; 
a body of their horse came thundering at 
tl^e gate, tumultuously calling out, that 
they were a party of Swedes, broken by 
the Imperialists, and demwding admit* 
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t^nce. As at Manheim, the gates flew 
ppen to these feigned friends j but here 
they closed behind them immediately on 
their entrance. Instead of deserted 
streets and a few sleeping sentinels, the 
Bavarians were all at once assaulted by 
a compact body of pikemen, and saluted 
from the windows of the houses by a 
volley of shot. So unexpected a recep- 
tion staggered the stoutest heart amongst 
them, and for a while they gave way be- 
fore the ardour of the garrison } but their 
officers, animated by the very despera*- 
tion of their circumstances, endeavoured 
to rally them, and paralize their adver- 
saries, by calling out, that the com- 
mandant of the place was absent. This 
effort was succ^sful} and the Imperi- 
alists were furiously charging forward, 
some endeavouring to gain possession of 
the gate to force it open for the entrance 
of their party vainly clamouring with- 
out, when the appearance of another and 
M 4 
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more formidable body of horse bearing 
down upon them, with Colonel Rosel- > 
heim himself at their head, finished their 
confusion. Some fled ; some threw down 
their arms; a few made a desperate 
stand J but the greater part delivered 
themselves up as prisoners, yielding their 
hprses and arms, a rich spoil to their 
captors. 

Thus terminated an afiair which might 
have had the most disgraceful conse* 
quences to the commandant's military 
fortune, and the most disastrous ones to 
the inhabitants of the town. Rupert, 
whom the stream of fight had hurried in a 
different direction from his uncle, and 
who, after the fortune of the town was 
decided, instead of seeking booty, or se- 
curing individual prisoners, solely oc- 
cupied himself in stopping the efiusion of 
blood, was returning through the dusky 
streets, to where he had last seen his 
uncld, when he was stopt by a man out 
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of breath, that was coining in search of 
faiin. The man's manner told his errand 
ere he spoke. 

Having indiscreetly exposed himselfi 
hy throwing off his hat, and repeatedly 
shouting his name, with the purpose of 
demonstrating his actual presence. Co- 
lonel Roselheim had become an easy 
mark for the enemy, and had fallen, 
mortally wounded, towards the end of 
the encounter* Anxious to see his ne*- 
phew, if possible, before he died, he 
had dispatched several persons in quest of 
him, and would not suffer himself to be 
moved further than a few paces from 
the place where he fell, lest the motion 
might hasten his death, and deprive him 
of this last satisfaction,^ 

Rupert asked but one question — 
** Where his uncle was ?*' and being told 
where, ran direct to the town-hall. 

He made his way, without difficulty, 
through the crowd of soldiers and town's- 
people in the market-place, for they parted 
M 5 



at the fiouod of bk^tated voioet and 
harrying into the c^nsquare of the town?- 
haU, called the Exchange, ^aw» fay ib^ 
light of a jingle flambeau, his dying 
uncle, supported in the arms x^ Ma^ 
jor Heilbrunn, and oi one of his old 
sddiers. 

There were several other persons in the 
place, more or less affected, accordiag 
to their degree of interest in ite suf- 
ferer J but Rupert saw only this single 
groupe. 

The Colonel smfled ^t sight of him 4 
and, as his heart-struck nephew threw 
himself upon the ground, where the 
others were supporting him on thdir 
knees, -^exclaiming, ^< O, let me hold 
him !'' he smiled more kindly again, and 
said, at gasping intervds, " Aye, let me 
die on his breast— the b©3t — the truest 
7- the bravest — — .** The fluttering 
soul took wing with these afiectionate 
and afiecting words; words, whicli 
Kupert often soothed his grief with, in 
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after years ; but st present he knew not 
that they were the last Colonel RoseU 
heim would speak : he mistook the im- 
mediate stillness which followed them 
for temporary exhaustion ; and almost 
a&aid that the very heavings of his own 
heart must be painful to the sufferer, re* 
panted that he had so rashly removed 
him from a calmer support* 

Quenching his fastndropping tears, as 
well as he couid# yet finding that they 
fell the faster for liiat effort, from his 
cheek to his uncle's bead, he besought 
him to forgive such weakness; then 
bidding down his face, he applied his 
lipsr to the wounded man's forehead : its 
chHlitig touch, made him recoil. 

"What, is he dead!" he exclaimed^ 
with a voice that made every one thrill : 
no one replied. His own immediate 
shivering agony of conviction, was all the 
answer he received. 

" He has fallen oobly ; -^ died hap- 
m6 
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pUy;** Major Heilbrunn at length olv 
served. 

Rupert felt the comfort these words 
were meant to imply ; and locking the 
lifeless body he yet supported, in such 
an embrace as might have crushed it but 
a moment before, he whispered some- 
thing to Major Heilbrunn, and resigning 
it to him, hastened to find some shelter, 
ing place for his gushing sorrow. 

By the time Rupert returned, the sol- 
diers had formed a bier of their arms and 
cloaks, and the Colonel's body covered 
with his own cloak, was lying on it, wait- 
ing his nephew's re-appearance. Draw- 
ing his hat over his eyes — though there 
was little light to show his emotion -^ 
and bending his head to the question of 
Major Heilbrunn, he motioned for the 
men to take up their sad burthen. 

On reaching the house, which as com- 
mandant. Colonel Roselheim had occu- 
pied, but which now devolved upon the 
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next in authority, he saw the body laid 
decently upon a bed; and dismissing 
those that brought it, with a thanking 
pressure of the hand to each, conversed 
a while with Major Heilbrunn* 

His heart not only yearned for the 
freedom of relieving itself with one who 
knew the secret aggravation <^ his grief^ 
but languished to hear all that his uncle 
had said, between the interval of his fall 
and his death. 

Major Heilbrunn carefully related 
every particular : by which Rupert be- 
came assured that the most prompt as- 
sistance had been rendered, and that his 
uncle had died satisfied with having 
bravely redeemed his fault of temporary 
absence. The affair had indeed ended 
brilliantly, as it is called; but it would 
never have been, and Colonel Roselheim 
would not now be lying a bleeding coipse, 
had not his own rashness and obstinacy 
offered the enemy the temptation of try- 
ing a surprise. 
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Major HeilbruDa observed, that every 
one in the garrison believed, their coou 
mandant's absience, only a part of his 
masterly provision for counteracting the 
stratagem y and Rupert, who would have 
blushed topreservesuch undeservedreput^ 
ation for himself^ yielded to human affec- 
tion and reverence for the dead, and 
with an embarrassed sigh, said, he was 
glad it was thought so. 

Two or three kind messages to him- 
sdf^ from his ^ncle, were repeated by 
the worthy Major. They were princi- 
pally assurances of the most cordial ap^ 
probation of him, in every point of view; 
and thanks for his advice and assistance 
on the late occasion : to these, were 
added a comforting intimation that the 
dying man was more mindful of his soul, 
than his imperfect conduct, growing out 
of his imperfect reasoning fiicnlty, ever 
gave his friends reascm to suf^ose. 

Having listened to these details, with 
gleams of satisfaction, occasicmaUy ap- 
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pearing through the mouriiful expression 
of his features, Rupert gave Major Heifc- 
brunn the permissipn which the latter 
considerately soogbt, of taking upon him- 
self Uie perforinance of certain melan- 
choly ceremcmiab, and repe^tii^ hia 
thanks, took leave of him ibra tioiOf 

Rupert spent the few reoiaining hours 
. till full day, alone^ by the side of hi^ 
dead uncle. 

The meditations which occupied him 
in tiiat solemn chamber, were as awAil 
as mournfuL His poor uncle lay before 
him, a victim, alike to his own infiroiity^ . 
and to the treachery of another: that 
other had already paid the forfeit of life 
also; Hupertiiad lost a kind relative, and 
his mother the most zealous if not the 
most judicious /of her friends -*- alas ! ia 
some degree Colonel Roselheim'^ death 
was attributable to that zeal for her 
cause ! ~-^qis Rupert &ncied her grief on 
this occasioch other causes of regret pi^- 
sented themselves } and with a pang of 



^55 THE VILLAGE 

dismay, which only a moment before 
he would have believed it impossible for 
him to have felt for any wordly con^der- 
ation, he saw at a glance the double 
calamity of this los§, to her. Half her 
means of decent support ended with the 
life of this affectionate friend. How was . 
Rupert to supply the deficiency? he 
looked at the pale face that lay m<Aion^ 
less on the bed from which it had so 
often arisen with life and activity — his 
own cheek well nigh as ghastly — and he 
felt the misery of thus uniting two such 
jarring thoughts, as the concerns of this 
world, with the solemn interests of 
ianother. 

But again the grievous reflection pressed 
on him : his mother's benefactor was 
actually gone, and she was lefl hem^ 
forth to her son's poor means, aad adU* 
tary exertions. Good God ! — if the 
same chance of war were to remove him 
also ! — Rupert ventured not to look a 
second time into possible futprity; but 
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addressing himself more earnestly and 
deliberately to the gracious fieins he had 
before only momentarily apostrophised, 
he found that it was possible to ** cast 
his cares upon Him,** and be at peace. 
According to previous arrangement with 
Major Heilbrunn, who thought some 
painful circumstances better executed* 
when the nephew of the deceased was 
removed from witnessing tiiem, noon 
saw Rupert on his horse again ; pursuing 
his way to Donawert ; charged with the 
double duty of relating the fortunate cap- 
ture of so many prisoners as were taken 
in the fruitless attack upon the town, and 
the lamented loss of its commandant. 

Greneral Wrangel heard the one ac- 
count with animation ; and the other 
with the indifference of a man, in whose 
eyes mere valour is a cheap commodity ; 
the individual possessor of it, little more 
o^asidered than a good sword-blade. 
He attempted a compliment of condo- 
lence in a few common places about the 
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fete of war» the age of the falten 
veteran^ &a, and making Rupert the 
bearer of Major Hidbrunn's nomination 
to the command of the town, gave him 
his assurance that the troop he belonged 
to should continue there, unless absolute 
necessity demanded its recall ; and then 
intimated that he might return. 

It may be supposed that Rupert lost 
no time in availing himself of this per- 
mission. 

All the gratifications of well-earned 
praise, (for General Wrangel had admi- 
ringly reverted to the able execution of 
his secret commission,) even the better 
sufirage of his own consciousness that be 
deserved these praises, were withered and 
abortive joys to Rupert at the present 
season. Every hour that passed over his 
head in solitary communion with the past, 
made him more sensible to tl]^ true affec* 
tion he bore his uncle, and to the deep 
desolation which the loss of that generous 
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tektive would prove to his mother. Had 
Rupert's hardier companions encountered 
him on the way as he rode fromDonawert, 
they would have jested, or marvelled per* 
haps at seeing the tears coursif^ down 
his dieeks, mcreasing as they flowed. 

Major Heilbrunn had lost no time 
during Rupert's short absence, in prepar- 
ing every respectful attention for the 
rentains of his early friend. 

The usual period elapsed, the usual 
teremonies were performed with more 
than ordinary sincerity by many of ibe 
assistants; and Rupert returned from 
seeing the cold clay so lately animated 
wibh life and kindness, laid at rest in 
the earth, till << all that sleep shall be 
awi&ened^'' 

The solemn and affecting ceremomai 
of a military funeral, with its melancht^y 
music of muffled drums and wailing fifes^ 
with its deeper but more awing sound of 
volleys fired above the grave, like low 
and warning thunders.— -these looil cir. 
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Cumstances impressed all who witnessed 
them J and in the emotion they excited, 
Rupert had several sympathizers; but he 
had other sad and solemn feelings, of 
which he had no partaken His heart, 
indeed, was lonely now, even amongst 
tnany friendly ones : thoughts and fore- 
bodings oppressed it, which he could im* 
part to none of the sympathizing crowd 
around ; these belonged to his mother, to 
his own ineffectually smothered hopes and 
wishes with regard to Meeta, to the secrv 
of their mutual poverty, and the respect 
with which he must sorrow for his father's 
transgressions. 

Returning after the funeral. Major 
Heilbrunn presented him with a scrap 
of paper found in Colonel Roselheim's 
pockety which he did not deem it neces- 
sary to give sooner. It was entitled his 
will, fairly signed and witnessed, and 
dated the morning previous to his death. 

In this paper a few lines sufl^ed to say, 
Jiat the writer desired all the little pro-, 
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perty he might die possessed of, to be 
sold, and the sum thus raised to be sent 
into Holland to his excellent sister-in-law 
Henrietta Roselheim, n4e Baroness Stol- 
zenau. From this sale, his sword was to 
be excepted, and that he bequeathed to 
his nephew Rupert, as a proof of his af- 
fection ; because the latter had one day 
asked him for it. How well did Rupert 
remember that day, and the little infir- 
mity of humour, which this sincere com- 
(pliment was meant to sooth ! He left him 
his hearty blessing also ; and to Rupert's 
father, he left his prayers that God 
might grant him repentance. This me- 
morandum was open, showing the writer's 
careless, frank character, and concluded 
with saying that he had lived and meant 
to die in the true Protestant faith. 

Many a salt tear of Rupert's, washed 
this scrawled paper ; and when the sale 
of his uncle's property afterwards took 
place, his anguish of mind nearly amount- 
ed to distraction. The money arising 
from such a sale was destined for his 
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motber'a ufee ; it was all she would ever 
more receive from that kind friend ; aa 
such, every florin of it was sacred : and 
as Rupert, therefore, saw the different 
pieces of his uncle's armour and military 
equipage, his horse's furniture, nay that 
horse itself, registei^d for a price, he wa^ 
ready to curse the fate which staked him 
down to penury, and thus forced him to 
the endurance of what seemed a scandal 
alike to the living and the dead. 

The last sacrifice was one he could not 
see accomplished; even Marshal Tor- 
stenson's present, was nothing in the ba* 
lance with the faithful animal which had 
carried his uncle through so many battles, 
which had borne him bravely through the 
glory of his death-scene, and which Ru* 
pert had last beheld following his master's 
body to the grave. A previous arrange- 
ment with the purchaser of this horse, 
enabled Rupert to exchange his own 
finer animal, for one sanctified by so many 
remembrances. With this and the sword, 
.15 
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he endeavoured to forget that other men 
would wear and use, memorials of his 
kind relative, without one tributary sigh 
to his memory while doing so. 

It was now that he felt in its fullest 
force the separation from Aremberg* 
That dear friend's unprompted similarity 
of feeling, would on this occasion have 
saved him much of the grief and hpmili* 
ation he experienced in seeing the most 
tricing as well as the most valuable article 
of his uncle's property exposed to un* 
feeling barter* On an occasion like this, 
Jlupert would have thrown himself freely, 
gladly into the arms of his friendship ; 
but Aremberg was far away j and the 
movements of military bodies too sudden, 
for an applipation to reach him in proper 
time. 

The vision of Count Rhinegravestein 
passed before Rupert, as that of his friend 
was dismissed. First, he thought of his 
father commanding all the pomps and 
pleasures of the world, contrasted with 
his son, whose vain longing could not 
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spread the shroud of one poor tribute, 
above the remains of a first benefactor : 
and then he saw him in a truer vision, 
wringing his hands in solitary wretched, 
ness, (after the gaudy crowds were gone,) 
over the memory of his estranged bro- 
ther; coveting with distempered sensi- 
bility, what wealth could no longer pur- 
chase, the first possession of what lost all 
its sacredness, after it had become the 
purchase of others. 

Thus it was doomed that Rupert's 
cup of griefi should be filled by many 
springs. 

By degrees, however, he derived com- 
fort from the share he had had in the pre- 
servation of his uncle's good name ; and 
he was confident that a similar con- 
viction had spoken peace to^the parting 
soul itself. The death of Lodowick, 
whom no one had enquired after, left the 
secret of his poor uncle's indiscretion (at 
least among the Swedes), solely confined 
to his breast, and to that of Major Heil- 
^ 16 
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brunn y and the latter, with a geaerosity 
that did him honour, (having no tie of 
blood to influence him>) evinced as sin- 
cere a pleasure at the consequent credit 
which devolved upon the late Gora- 
mandant's memory^ ^ Rupert could do 
bimseil*^ 

All this was soothing; yet nothing 
cQuld ex4;ract th$ sting of being certidfi 
that his mother must henceforth depend 
upon his slender pay, and sletider prize- 
Moneys (for Rupert had not the war- 
tialent of enriching hhnaelli) for those 
necessaries of life-— alas! he dare no 
longer think of comforts for her — whtdi 
his uncle's annual kindness used to place 
within her reach. 

When the whole amount of Colonel 
Roselheim's little property was gathered 
in, and put in a way of transmission 
to Holland, Rupert had the melancholy 
task of relating his death, stripped of 
. the qircumsf ances which Embittered it to 
himself, and Major Heilbrunn, and of 

vol.. IV. N 
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tbe one which would have given it the 
'force of a poisoned arrow to his mother, 
in a letter to her at Mariendorpt. The 
contents of such a letter it is needless to 
dwell upon.' , . 

^ He wrote also to Marshal Torstenson, 
to confess the sacrifice he had been 
obliged to make ; though not very dis- 
'^tirictly explaining why it was so. In the 
V same letter he took occasion to repeat 
-his thanks for all the Marshal's marks 
-of favour, especially for his favourable 
mention of him to General Konigsmark, 
<and his flattering invitation into Pome- 
crania.; Peace alone, could enable Rupeit 
to ayail himself of the last kindness ; and 
he ventured to say, that it would console 
him for such a termination of his mili- 
tary prospects, to indulge in the hope of 
■ seeipg his early patron once more. 

As our hero contemplated the proba- 
bility of his making such a visit, at no 
remote period, a sudden hope crossed 
him, that perhaps it might conduce to 
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his fortune in another way ; : smd that 
among the numerous civil or milit^uy 
situations in the gift of thie governor of 
a large ; province, one of an inferior 
emolilment might not be deemed above 
,fais desert. 

Rupert glowed with shame, as he re- 
marked how quickly that poison of so-^ 
ciety, (watchfulness to our own interest,) 
was infusing itself into his naturally dis- 
interested character. There had been a 
time, when he would have abhorred him- 
self for thus calculating the sordidly per- 
sonal advantages of meeting an. honoured 
friend: to his grateful and unstained 
soul, such a calculation would have seem- 
ed treason against the singleness and 
purity of true affection; but now, a 
warmer affection called, a higher duty 
than delicacy forced him to seek every 
honourable path to favour; and command- 
ed him to add to the assurance of heart- 
felt enjoyment in the presence of a more 
N 2 
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fbrtunate friend, the hope of turning his 
power and friendship to afosc^te profit* 

In this frame of mind, be sealed his 
letter t6 Marshal Torstenson : add re- 
tuniing to professional duties^ with his 
accustomed assiduity, strove to hard^i 
himself to the return of those military 
pageants, in the same places where he 
)iad so lately witnessed or shared in them 
with that kind unek, 

** . Who sileot slept, and Reamed of wars no more ;*' ' 

and whose snow-heajped grave, he saw 

hourly from the windows of his chamber. 

'J'hus closed, witbRupert, the year I64f^. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Xh£ new year greeted our hero with let* 
t^rs from Mariendorp^t, written iiii|iiedi« 
atejy after receiving hia account of Ju- 
lian's restoration; and though his own 
comm^nicationy firom apprehension of 
miscarriage, had necessarily been limited^ 
it contained enough to speak peace to his 
mother's heart, and to give pleasure to 
that of his friend. Many, indeedt were 
Madame Roselheim's causes of joy ^ her 
son's honourable acquittal, Julian's re-ap- 
pearance» her husband's justification, and 
the solid friendship which Aremberg had 
convinced her Marshal Torstenson f(at 
for her son. None of ^hese circum- 
stances she ventured to enlarge upon» 
for the same reason which limited Ru^* 
N 3 
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pert^s detail of them j but she knew that 
his heart could interpret hers, and she 
confined herself, therefore, principally to 
the news of the Parsonage, and the most 
interesting of its neighboui:hood. 

She assured him that the indisposition 
she was suffering under when he left her, 
had not lasted a week ; that she and 
Meeta had returned pensively, perhaps,^ 
yet assiduotisly, to those domestic occu- 
pations which usefully* exclude r^rets ; 
and that having Aremberg and Mr. Vatt- 
derhoven restored to their social evenings, 
they lived in the fond hope of seeing all 
that had brightened the Parsonage ^ur-' 
ing the last happy summer, collected 
under it|{ roof again, in some period as 
happy. Th^ anxious mother concluded 
with many an injunction to her son on 
the score of health; and comnoending 
him for protection in the day of battle, 
to that God whose goodness they were 
now experiencing so sensibly, she closed 
her letter. 
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There were two enclosures in this 
packet: one was in Madame Roselheim's 
hand, superscribed to Colonel Rosel* 
heim j the other . was an answer . from 
Meetato a little billet from Julian, which 
his brother had transmitted: while at 
Donawert Tears started into Rupert's 
eyes, as he saw the first : he looked at it 
earnestly for an instant, the tears gather^ 
ing fasten as he did so;. then advancing 
to an open brazier . which .warmed the 
room, threw it upon it, and saw it perish. 
His , eyes remained .fixed upon the fire, 
long afler every remnant of the letter 
he would not violate, was consumed. 
His mind was fuU of other days. All his 
uncle's virtues were present to him, his 
failings forgotten : he contrasted the 
grateful comfort of spirit which the other 
letters he held, showed was renewing at 
Mariendorpt, with the wide desolation 
which his latest communication would 
produce ; and he felt how vainly do we 
joy or sorrow in a world where all is un- 
N 4 
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certainly, idbem the ^lidc reverse, of 
bliss and woe unptess us with a.we, bui 
p^bd|)s never attthoriBe us in extteme 
emotion of any q)ecie9. 

Deeply sighing, in spite of tids very 
remark, he.lotikiup the second inelosure: 
it was unsealed^ When he sawiwfao it 
came from, such a sensation tlifilled hmh 
that he £elt how potv^erless were l^e 
meditations of r^asc^, and the grai^i^s 
of peraity^ ta eacpd Meeta from his heart. 
Hope>. heweteTt connoted ^Uh her 
image, ivas expeiied ) aiKid m he gaari 
upon the lines her evidently itremi^ous 
hand had Ixaced, as he fancied her 
thou^ts full of him, while writing to his 
brother, he coakl not escape frem the 
spell whicfa fixed his eyes upon wwds 
that reminded him of many similar iooes 
addressed to Julian, and looks addressing 
fiur dearer omes to himselK But now^ 
more than ever, such recollections were 
madness: they could only end in the 
destructicm of all he loved, ahice neaity 
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all beloved, bad tbe same iron lot of 
poverty ao himself^ 

Rupert was going to cast the dange* 
rous billet into tbe same tire that bad COH*- 
sumed his mother's to bis uilcle, when 
recollecting that perhaps Baron Ide&stein 
might at some future period, afiford him 
an opportunity o£ transmitting it to Ju- 
lian^ he withdrew his band, and placed 
the paper in his bt'east. 

Aremberg's letter was tbe last Rupert 
examined : it contained details of his undle 
ailcl himself/ gratifying to friendahip ; 
and it related a circumstance which 
caused him a lively throb of joy. 

Rupert bad always believed that some 
testimony of his father's gratitude to 
Mr. Vanderboven ought to he (Meted, 
and might be accepted by that gentle- 
man, without impropriety. Yet, what 
that offering, to a man of Mr Vander- 
hoven's wealth and pkin halnts, could be^ 
he guessed not. Count Rhinegravestein, 
however, thought of the best and noblest 

N S 
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He had sifliply written a letter of thanks 
to the worthy merchant, by the. priest 
who brought him the news of lather 
Joachim's death|; but had afterwards semi 
from Munich, and had erected In the 
chapel where the Franciscan was buried,* 
an unadorned, yet very striking tablet of 
fine marble, bearing an inscription de-» 
scriptive of the rare kindness of Mr. 
Vanderhoven to an obscure individual, 
who, as a stranger, a prisoner, and the 
professor of a difierent faith, had no other 
claim on benevolence than what the 
Christian temper of his foreign host b€* 
stowed voluntarily. - A few lines of sim- 
ple narrative, gave the history of Father 
Joachim's character, malady, and death ; 
and the inscription endedby saying, that his 
sorrowing friend, Count Rhinegravesteinj 
erected this monument as the only me* 
morial of esteem and gratitude which h^ 
presumed to offer to the good Samaritans 
amongst whom the deceased had fallen. 
The sensation which this tribute ex- 
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cited at Mariendorpt, Aremberg left his ; 
friend to imagine. It gratified every one; 
and made some that were before unspar- 
ing in t(ieir disapprobation of Rupert's 
and Madame Roselheim's mercy to the 
one great offender,— -for such there were, 
even at kindly Mariendorpt, — inclined 
to believe that there was much to regard 
still in Count llhinegravestein, therefore 
more to pity and to pray for. 

From this subject, Aremberg turned 
to that of those he had left at Lanter-^ 
bourg} (Madame Roselheim had but 
slightly mentioned them, in tenderness 
to her ton's struggling preference of 
Meeta ;) and Rupert smiled to observe, 
that his friend's shyness sometimes ex^ 
tended even to himself; for that he, who 
seemed as little inclined as he was to 
dilf^te upon the merits and charms of 
Adolpha Falkenberg in conversation, 
could by letter discuss them freely, and 
urge them earnestly. , It is true, Arem- 
berg never named Adolpha ; but there 
N 6 
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are various mod^ o£ d^gnating a pefdoti 
without naming them, and Aremberg 
was of all men, most sensitive to any 
possible chance of tioaipromising female 
delicacy; Uk letter ended with this ex^ 
pression : ^— " When you undierstand all 
her excellence, I defy you to continue in 
die state of JfeeUng towards iier which 
you told me of, on the evemng she ^tted 
Mariendorpt: you will find out, at last^ 
tiiat she is a noble creature, born to di- 
vhie and secure every wish of your 
heart;" 

There waR but one wish of his heart, 
which iRupert thought that by diicorai*ing, 
Adi^pha Ktould act so as to pf'ove her 
ncdbleness j but then she must in &ct love 
hkn, and have discovered that his afiec* 
tk)BS were fixed on Meeta : in that case 
her nobleness might consist in seeking to 
dii^^ her own prefiurence, lest a sus- 
]^on 4f£ it might enlist faiii moth&t^B 
wish^ on her side. If so, the resdution 
was hti^oic, irtid her c<mduct acknirable ; 
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3^t hoW to itnagine Aremberg privy t^ it! 
how to imagine hiin suspicious of the a^^ 
tachment to Meeta, "which Rupert, 'after 
revealing it to his mother, had determined 
to sonother within his own bueast, nor 
^v^ it iiiB life of a second confidcfncel 

Afirtiid of dwelling too long on hia 
&iend^8 enigma, lest th6 result should be 
a more perfect conviction tbsm he yet 
fdt, of Addpha Falktoberg's affection, 
Rupert forbore to pursue the enquiry) 
for he knew that if otoo he wer^ con^ 
vinced that her happiness depended upon 
him, pity^ and gratitude, and consider* 
ations for his mother, would prompt him 
to tlie sacrifice 6f the little he dared to 
retsun of his love for another,.~> the luxury 
of thinking how happy he might haVe 
been, had Heaven decreed him only the 
JiumbleBt competency. 

JSut war-fields are not fit scenes for 
tender musings: sterner and darker 
fbdings haunt their blood-stained pftths ; 
and Rupert was soon hurried out of his 
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own peculiar regrets, by agitations of hope 
and fear, of triumph and disappointment, 
partaken with armed hosts. 

The campaign opened by General Ko- 
nigsmark's demonstration on the side of 
Bohemia, attracting as it was expected, 
the army of Count Rhinegravesteih to that 
frontier of Bavaria. Meanwhile Turenne, 
having succeeded in crossing the Neckar 
in the very face of the Archduke, passed 
the Danube also, and uniting with the 
force of General Wrangel, began their 
rapid march to Munich. So far success 
seemed sure, and cheaply won ; but fate 
still held the balance, and turned the 
scale. Rhinegravestein's eagle eye had 
penetrated the Swedish commander's 
plans; what the latter acquired by the 
skill of sifting secrets, the former fore- 
saw by the force of his own piercing 
judgment. WrangePs object was to frus- 
trate the Emperor's intention of crown- 
ing his son at Prague; Rhinegravestein's 
was to ensure the completion of this im- 
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pOrtant purpose. In this view, Im- 
perial regiments had silently collected 
in the south-west of the disputed king- 
dom, awaiting the moment for action. 
Konigsmark had been allowed to enter 
it by the north-eastern part, and to pro- 
ceed unmolested in his march forwards. 
Rhinegravestein himself then hastened, 
as if in consternation, to dispute his fur- 
ther progress, while the Archduke, fall- 
ing yet further back into Francbnia, 
left the French and Swedes to hurry into 
the toils thus laid for them. Leaving his 
Bohemian army to deal with Konigs- 
mark, Rhinegravestein flew back to the 
centre of the electorate ; the Archduke 
advanced with equal celerity towards the 
same point; auxiliaries closed in with 
them from other quarters j and in one in- 
stant their collected strength burst like a 
thunder-cloud, over the armies of Turehne 
and Wrangel. 

The contest, renewed again and again 
on the patt of the Swedes with little 
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variation of fortune^ only served to show 
the bravery of the men, and the great re* 
sources of their general : for a master- 
spirit guided the councils^ ^ad led the 
opposing* army $ add following the di- 
rection which his powerful genius bad 
given them at firsts every local circum- 
stance tended to ensure the fortune of 
the Imperialists. 

Broken, but not destroyed j defeated, 
^ut not. disgraced $ the troops of Frapce 
and Sweden fell back upon Suabia and 
the remoter part of Franconia, with tte 
noble reluctance of a wounded lion re^ 
treating from the hunters, who yet ven- 
ture not to consummate his destruction. 
Rhiuegravestein respected that gallant 
lirmy } and a secret Voice within. him, 
called on him to spare it, for the sake of 
his son. 

When all his public duties w»e ac- 
quitted, he ventured to make enquiries 
afler this object of constant solicitude. 
His heart, previously and sincerdiy 
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paine4 by learnmg the death of his 
eatmng^ brother^ was lightened of a 
worse appdrehensioi^ when he was told 
that Captain Roselhehn was safe amongst 
his brother soldierfii, and but slightly 
wounded. 

In the heat of the actioih while observ* 
yoig it from ^. eminence whence he 
issued his orders, as a trc^p of Swedish 
cavalry were ^een gallantly breaking 
and .scdtterii>g a body of Austrian 
ciurassier^f Eliinegraye&tei^ was heard 
to. e^cUimi like 0ur Jan}es IL, ; *« That 
<Aargje wa$ my $<Hk'sJ** The firthef 
spoke in that e^aifiation } and tb09e who 
heard it» pardoned its indiscretion* 

The bi^ed allies made a lo^^erly re« 
treat. . Turenne retired beyond the Dsu 
nube» taking up a position alor^ the 
course of the Neckar; and Wrangeli nev 
cessarily evacuating all the fdaces he had 
lately occupied upon the former rivert 
cMitoned his troops in th0 ctMiiAry ^f 
Wurtrf)ur^. 
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Konigsmark, meanwhile, checked, but 
not conquered, by the new Austrian Ge- 
neral Monticucuh', and calling the ac- 
tivity of the Bohemian mountaineers into 
action, was harassing the Imperialists, 
by a species of partizan fighting, which 
that country of steeps and hollows, ren- 
dered peculiarly efiective. To quell him, 
and prevent the storm from bursting, 
which Rhinegravestein saw silently ga- 
thering again in the camps of Turenne 
and Wrangel, he exerted all his energies 
of mind and body ; lavished bounties, 
honorary rewards - and promises ; raised 
new levies J pledged part of his own 
estates to guarantee their payment j sent 
his plate and jewels to the electoral trea- 
sury j thus secured old friends, and ac- 
quired new ones ; and, finally, by so many 
splendid sacrifices and efibrts, succeeded 
in putting his prince's dominions in such a 
state of defence, and freeing Bohemia so 
completely from the enemy, that Wran- 
gel was obliged to abandon his darling 
object of forcing the elector into a sepa» 
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rate peace^ and hindering the coronation 
of the yoiing Archduke at Prague, 

A partial disagreement between th^ 
French and Swedish generals, on a matter 
of puiictilio which had reference to their 
sovereign's dignity, assisted the Bavarian 
views at this juncture ; and before the 
summer of that year terminated,* Wran- 
gel had the mortification of hearing that 
the prince, destined to wear the crowns 
of Hungary and Bohemia, was solemnly 
inaugurated in both capitals. Rupert 
heard this grieivous news among the 
mountains of Glatz, whither Kdnigs- 
mark had retired, as thie victorious army 
of Rhinegravestein marched from before 
Munich into Bohemia j clearing the path 
for their Imperial lord and his young soni 
Rupert h^d joined this division of the 
Swedish force, not long after that decisive 
battle J having eagerly claimed permission 
to do so, when Wrangel commenced his 
retreat : and suffering little from the mere 
flesh wound he received in the last-named 
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action, found it practicable to reach a 
solitary post of Konigsmark's, which y^t 
maintained itself in a defile near the 
Egra. 

Since then, he had shared the danger 
and the fortunes of that gallant band,, to 
which he joined himself, and had peri-> 
loui^y regained with them, their main 
body. 

Received with a soldiar^s welcome, by 
the frank4iearted Konigsmark, Rupert 
W^ immediately placed at the head of ^ 
certain number of mounted artillery^ 
which forming a separate corps of itself 
offa*ed a young officer maniy oppor- 
tunities for displaying skill and conduct. 
In such a service Rupert particuUrly dis* 
tinguished himself: and could the breath 
of applause have stood in the plaoe of 
substantial fortune, or the animation ^ 
continual enterprise lind frequent suceese 
have repaid him for the loss of dejurer 
hopes and holier joys, he might have 
called himself happy. But Rupert could 
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not forget the warring wishes of hia 
heart, when in the struggle between 
his father's fortune and that of General 
Wrangel, he had to repress the natujral 
throbbing of that heart for the glory 
and safety of the yery general against 
whom he fought: and he could not ba- 
nish from his mind that his mother had 
lost her means of life» and he, all right to 
remember Meeta ; still, dso, the image 
of his little brother, which he su^red 
himself only td glance at during the day, 
so painful was the suspicion of his deso- 
late grandeur, haunted his sleep, and 
awoke him, to find his pillow wet with 
his own tears. Rupert now and then 
recollected Baron Idenstein's engaging 
manners and liberal ofifers of friendship, 
with a smile rather of pity than bitter- 
ness: he Compassionated that young 
man for not possessing sterling qualities 
to match the promise of his quick im- 
pressibility ; and he thought the time 
might arrivei nfhen Idensitein, taught by 
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suffering in bis, own person, to feel for 
others, would , repent that he ha4 for- 
gotten, so entirdy, one who was. born 
to the deatiny of .care, and disappouit- 
ment. ....... 

Accident, howeyer, did Idenstein jus- 
tice ; and Rupert heard from . an officer 
,whoi» he took prisoner in a skirtpish/that 
Baron Idenstein left Count Rbinegrave- 
stein's staff, when the Bavarian tfoops 
went into winter quarters, for the purpose 
of going into the Tyrol to receive the 
last blessing of his mother, who. lived 
there with a second husband. Thus 
Idenstein could have nothing to relate of 
Julianj and he stood acquitted, t^refore, 
from the charge of heartless levity. 

The vicissitudes of the army, find tlie 
subsequent change of Rupert's situation, 
occasioned him the loss of more than one 
packet from Mariendorptj he missed, 
therefore, the delight of knowing his 
mother's full sympathy with all his feel- 
ings, sweet or sad, during the relatied 
16 
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Interview between bim and Baron Iden- 
stein on the subject of Julian's offered 
gift: but he was spared the bitterness 
of reading the expressions of her af- 
fectionate sorrow on the death of her 
• kind brother-in-law. That sorrow was 
less Tor herself than her son, on whom 
she now fancied herself destined to hang 
the heavy trammel of perpetual poverty 
during life. Secretly determined to take 
some active steps towards releaising him 
from such a weight, by seeking some 
mode of honourable subsistence, she had 
privately consulted with Muhldehau, 
whether any situation were attainable 
in the diminished establishment of the 
Queen of Bohemia, to which her original 
rank and many accomplishments might 
entitle her to aspire ; and for which her 
time of life and wish for no other emolu- 
ment than' a temporary provision, espe- 
cially, fitted her. 

Elizabeth, a pensioner herself upon her 
husband's princely uncle, preserved yet 
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Hsometliiiig ofa oowti aod from the mim- 
bac (^ her female childreni wai^ oUiged 
to emfdoy several ladies in the duty of 
educating them. Amongst theto, iii any 
subordinate capacity which might still 
preserve Rupelt's moth^er in the class 
of society to which she bdon^df 
; Madame Roselheim wished to emplby 
Mubldenau's influence for her enrolm^t. 
But when she would have doi)0 s<^ the 
venerable man's kindly < resentment 
stayed her arguments* 

Wliat he, to whom. she I>ad.be^q so 

.important a friend fbr fifteen years, 

what he would say on such an ocK^asipn, 

may be imagined; while vanquished 

by his affectionate ufduraidings rather 

than by his reasonings^ she co99ent$d to 

let the subject sleep for a while* uptil the 

ev^^ts of war, or the reali2;atiQQ of M^r- 

sl^al Xorstenson's friendly promises, afler 

^ peace, should enable her son to have 

some share iu the decision* 

.The letter c<^9l»ining part of this de:tail 

17 
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was lost, but one reached Rupert from 
the marshal, .which he read with equi4 
amazement and incredulity, joy; and re- 
gret. It contained only these words :•«-» 

" Mt YOUNG Friend, : ^ 

** I have the smcerest pleasure in tell- 
ing you that I have just forwarded to your 
mother at Marierrdorpt, from the r^ency 
at Stockholm, anotification thatthepension 
hitherto allowed to the surviving daugh- 
ter of Baron Falkenberg, who perished 
so gallantly at Magdeburgh, is henceforth 
settled upon your molJ^er, as his nie<;e; 
in consideration of the charitable succour 
which : she afibrded to so. imny suffering 
Protestants, during the first period o| the 
Catholic persecution^ The transfer hav- 
ing been made at the. express desire of 
Baron Falkenberg's daughter, as an ac^ 
knowledgment of her own. family's djsjbt 
of gratitude ; and» as I .understand t|iat 
young lady is nobly provided; for other- 
wise, all I can say vipoa this occasion isj 

VOL, IV. o 
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^t I WDCdrefy^ mA. yrar motheir joy of 
het ^dteiemed good foliuiie, And isMirtdiy' 
t«J6b youvsdf, both the hand and ^iyiiit« 
of t>id ymittg lady iu qittstion^ Yoa'viU 
be pleased to hear that my health mends ^ 
and I am contintKdiy pbaaed vllh hear* 
ing mch aoeounrte of yoti^ aa amki me, 
imo«&4i«iily than ever/ 7am* G»t frievt^ : 

• Rii]^ whotty fes^t hsmsd^ aa cm-^ 
letttding tMi iet;te^ after bsealUeaBly rum^ 
fAhg itttl^F, be pressed it siitddetdy'lo his 
lips,6ja^latkig ancDttrgelictfaaiikisgiviog^ 
Wlnftever tmght become of hiasy his 
MMlbet' MrdH^w-aaft : she mij^t rctaiala 

Iffe{ and so b^^m o^niimikig^tQ dmw 
iip^a the uterider means of the bettevtolsnt 
MuMdettau, H wi^old heQceOMk be itt 
lier "pAwtv «» increase his tucMent ffeuiU . 
ft«alioW»» extmd hit l^dly hospitatitie^^ 
a»d lea^e her son Iree to toil only ftur a 
cMfi)»et^ftiee to oflbr jifteetak At /Hist 



Iwnspoptiiig thouglit, Rupert feft the 
fthaeldes take» from hfa auljjected nlfeo 
tiotv: freed from refirbraiat, it sprufig at 
once into its original strength. But the 
license A¥as tpansient} he reeoHeeted by 
whoBi t%i8 kappiness was bestowed, and 
the glow .of rapture vanished. If Ade^ 
phalo^dbfffiy eould he ttifti her gene- 
rosity against herself? could he thus 
purchase the poi»essien of M eeta, with 
the very heaitVhieod of so ndble a rivsd? 
Rupert 90W painfiijy^ understood the 
meaokig oi* Areffll>erg) and equally a& 
fected if^itb admiration of Ad^^j^'s 
nc^ieaesB, and toac^ied with the^d^icat^ 
dev^Hechftess whiieh wouU give him free* 
dem to pwsue his^ inelination^for -anether^ 
if snob incUntt^on he Mu his ^fiurpifeed 
heart w» fori^ whie unftith^^ Meela* 
.He <^lt that Adel)[>ba inerited ht» who)^ 
being ? and he bitteriy htmented that 
het attadanent haNt he&n tto^ scrupulously 
guarded*, even in the earKest dayaof their 
aequaintaiice^ idien Mttts was trnknowiij 
o 2 
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and his inclinatipn ready to receive anj 
powerful stamp, as never to have kindled 
in his breast a single throb of invited and 
awakened^ sympathy. 

At first he heroically resolved to make 
his letter of thanks to Adolphat the 
avowal of a tenderer sentiment : but 
truth, justice to her, bleeding pity for 
Meeta, and conviction of his own cling- 
ing attachments changed his purpose, 
and. with saner feelings, he deterniioed 
to purchase the rig^t of accepting this 
jnighty obligation for his mother, by . rcr 
signing his own peculiar wi9h<^ apd: re- 
maining, while A^olpha was unmartied, 
the Icmely being he was at thi9 trying 
moment. Rupert had no difficuHy in 
imagining Aremberg's share in tbis^tran^ 
actioiu He remembered certain private 
conferences between him and Madame 
Kr^zau, at Mariendorpt, which he had 
mK>re than once jested him upon j and 
coupling those with his fnend's visit to 
the Swedish capip, after quitting Alsace, 



OP MARI£NDORt>T. 293 

he rightly conjectured that the idea of 
the transferred pension was conceived in 
Hollsuidy the negociation commenced, 
sought, and obtained through Marshal 
Tbrstenson's interest ; and the whole 
affair concluded, therefore, by the joint 
exertions of these three persons. 

The more Rupert reflected upon the 
matterylthe more his tender admiration of 
Adolph^'^increased} for however rational 
were th|' laitier's expectations of a bril- 
liant prtiVision for herself, after Madame 
Krazau'^ death, it was not certain : — ^ 
many instances were on record, of surer 
expectations of the same sort being 
finally disappointed By ct^lice, or unac- 
countable neglect. Jlleeta's heart would 
have died within heir, perhaps, could she 
have known, at certain moments, what 
w^ passing in that of the absent Rupert. 

Happily for his constancy, a letter half 
playful, half dejected, from Adolpha her- 
self, to her gallant cousin, fixed his tre- 
mulous resolution. It felicitated herself 
o S 
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and hrm ^pon the Success of h^r appli- 
cati&n to the SwedJAh regeiiicy, (Slaiming a 
shter's right through life^ in all his yoji 
and sorrows^ s^&kiiig of Madame Rosel^ 
heim as the dole prc^ of her {parents in 
tb0 first yeir of their adversity, and <>f 
him as the preserver of her own worth- 
less ^xistclnce. Thus, putting in fter 
daim to tsoli^det him like a brother, she 
frankly confessed tiiat be muist t)ermit 
her to Sfty, shd had observed his eXtr^fne 
interest inhtt* frittad Meela,, with delight, 
and that assured erf' promotion' ia the 
atmy thr6%h his own in«it> while the 
war continued, and |>rottiised an honor- 
able ^it^ation und^ the Governoir of Po- 
merania, when peiwie shcmW be cotifcludcdg 
she prayed him, m the wnceritjr of true 
iriendship, now thitt hfs mother was se-^ 
cured ill resp^ctaWfe ctMrtpetence, not to 
let any fantastic iw^tion irf wealth heing 
necessary fdr happiness* delay hia seiz- 
ing the ohly ^certain possession oti earthy 
the afifecSion of a valuahle heiart. 
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Addpfaa did not conclude wUbpi^t a 
playful request tbat he would 9Qt f^l 
ihto the mistake she saw hh frieqd Mr* 
Aremberg had done, at)d imagine her 
acting the heroic, and immolating her 
own secret wishes at the shrine 6f malted 
devotednesst and rare friendship. She 
protested against such high claims to ad- 
miration : contenting herself with being 
con^ered only as she was, an aflfectioni- 
ate relation, dialy grateful for infiportant 
hfrneSettai^ and unfeigaedly delighted when 
«he could add even a mite to the deaerved 
ffke^xigs of the good« 

Gafty as parti of tihis ietter were written^ 
there were adiers deeply tinctured with 
sadness } and tooches here and there of 
«udikeeiiseiitii>iHty^thatEnpertcoqld not 
I^Uev^ Jtft amiable wiiter enjoying life as 
«he should do. It is true that instant 
and delightful otmvicUon of kcr purdy 
^ststerly regard fw himself, baniBhed all 
his perple^xity and irresolution coinceming 
her, and at once opened the gates of hap^ 
o 4 
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piriess to him and Meeta; but be felt 
that a secret and hopeless affection was 
preying upon her youth, witbering its 
enjoyments, and tarnishing all their sweet- 
ness? It was to be feared, therefore, that 
what be had always suspected was true, 
and that some early attachioent in DeD^^ 
mark, from which perhaps !Madame 
Krazau had withdrawn her^ for reasons 
he might but guess at^ was under all 
AdolphaVs varieties of humour, and fan* 
cied preference for himself. Rupert bad 
not that subtle vanity which' woiild have 
prompted many men to be more firmly 
convinced that they themselves were the 
objects of hei* preference, from the very 
frankness which carried conviction to his 
mind, yetWhich^ to their sight, might seem 
a mere ruse de guerre* He thought of 
Adolpha solely as a creature to be loved, 
and pitied, and admired \ and the mc»;e 
affectionately loved, since he could no 
longer reproach himself for marring h^r 
happiness. 
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In the glow of this feeling, he answered 
her letter J in. the higher transports of 
dearer interests, he wrote to Mariendorpt: 
he i wrote to re-open his J heart to his 
inbther, and place its future destiay at 
her disposal. If she felt with him that 
Meeta could bound her views to the 
humble fortune he might one day hope 
to offer her, -^ if shie thought with him 
that it was not ungenerous to ask a crea- 
ture thus young, thus lovely, and inex- 
perienced, so to plight hersielf, and await 
the moment when Ihey might without 
culpable imprudence, join their fates, — 
and if she thought that Muhldenau would 
accept him for a son, then he required 
her only to shew that letter to both those 
cherished . objects : but if she thought 
otherwise, he prayed her to forget that 
he had ever written it j leaving him to 
sufibcate his new-born hopes and fond 
anticipations, as he might. 

Scarcely doubting the event of this 
letter, and xurossed only in the black mo- 



fne»t8 ^ oc3Cft8fbtaI dda^imdeiicy by ^e 
prqpioskeimis ajp^rdkeoiiDns ptcutiartd 
loreri^ Ra{»6rt abaiidfrii^d i^ttaelf to a 
dfjgree trf^ feliiisityi hitherto tinktiown 1;o 
him. Bbt in pnlpettioii iu im revieiries 
were ddlidkms, Jttid hc^ ripened into 
fd]t)«tieBcek active dutieEloit tiieir xdi^ 
and he was ashaiDed to fiml him oft^ he 
aiol^ lidiwiUuigly quitted h» solitary i^m^- 
hle^ or linBocial fit of thought^ far enter- 
uprises adapts to fix bis repotatioi), xmy^ 
to incinease his foridne. 

In active duties^ howeH^r, the remain- 
4ex of the season passed ai»y, and aho^ 
tber campaign ^eniiig with amther ^near^ 
fbmid hira fitiM m Siiesia. 

Konigstnark had^ by this tnne^ ex.- 
polled the last imperml garrison from 
that conntry^ and having possessed him- 
self of all the Gorges and (H>mmanding 
Ipoiilts cf the Sudet faionntwie, kMs pre«- 
pared to pour his ftro0|)s into Boheiam, 
^whenever the fitvoiiiiable and praebn- 
certed momttit sfacndd aoive* 
4 
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The liiflit l^t iif A ^tmg evMiag iVas 
lingciteg atmmg tfae dear i^old dottdsy 
idi^m the fiofpa Eupeit ooqioa^odedj was 
rapidly yafiskig over a bagji^leyel of that 
maimtatn^tis rCigioB. The fresh safeell of* 
violets^ wet with £lUen dew, pressed oiut 
hy his hcxse^B hoe&i pei^fiifned hti6,«xlvaa 
]^b, reiniodtiQg Um of Julian, whom the 
sight and scent of that flower ahirsyf rep 
mailed. Tbe recoUebtiw of that dear 
hrothsr 9i^as warm tit his heart* ^fteoing 
4t yet mone towards their i^ther ; as 
though his infasit encbmmettts hid a 
medtiitMgyKwerintb^it): whi^D^on toeic 
lug up to aee whaiidark^j^ his rwd, hie 
£Mind hhnself UBder the trii^^p w^i lof a 
square, sir\tiqiie faDiidtng, with ilmikiug 
towers of grey stone at ^mh leorttta-, i^ud 
ttnny a liide-stre^ching j^ppend^ge of 
tennis-caurte, ridmg^hwif^ fuleonri^, 
ice (sBch jis ^rioted the riesidfefiqis ^^f 
some ancieot jtfid ^ik^did r^cei ) {desceo4-^ 
iBg to t^e eastern shore of a ma|^t)C 
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The lake itself was distinctly seen 
from the elevated paiiit on which Rupert 
stood: but a person standing on its level, 
must have confounded theiiigh birdi 
and ash of its wooded islands, with the 
taller trees and ranker foliage of the 
shrubs that feathered its indented shores, 
and wholly excluded a view of its deep 
blue water. 

It was evident that not even a wood- 
man^s hand hisid thinned these matted 
boughs for many a season : and if a con- 
jecture might be formed from the melan- 
choly aspect of the house itself, — its dis- 
mantled windows, moss-grown battle- 
ments, and grass-covered courts, it had 
not, for a much longer period, known hu- 
man inhabitant. 

«« What place is this ?'* asked Rupert 
hesitatingly, struck with its solitary wild- 
ness and faded magnificence ; as check- 
ing his horse, he found himself just be- 
fore one of its brokenpdo\in gateways. 
«• Zeirendahl," answered a passingpea- 
7 
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sant. The name thrilled through Ri> 
pert's veins : helooked up at the deso- 
late edifice, surveyed *it and the lake, and 
every striking feature of the stupendous 
mountains which girt it round, ^yith fixed 
attention j then heaving a profound sigh, 
and closing with it a volume of sad and 
serious thought, rpde on, to rejoin his 
companions. ' 

But ever as he entered upon some new 
site of that elevated region, the same 
lonely structure seemed to arise, once 
.the residence of his fathers, now the 
sepulchre of their memory : and still those 
dark grey clouds, which were streamipijg 
above its shattered battlements like 
mourning banners, when he passed be- 
. neath them, appeared again in the nqw 
uniform sky ; and as often^ the low boom- 
ing of the bitterns among the sedgy bor- 
ders of the lake, importuned his ear, 
forcing hjax to contrast .their melajiqboly 
cry, with periods^ when that lake, danced 
to the sprightly notes of music, or carried 
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iha sWjBetor toileBiof his moiiia*^ voids on 
its ^ar6> to his father u{Mm its imve. Lt 
mm Hdt In mao^ to ooumviws^ firom be- 
lioldi»g ^e lioiae which ought iso Imve 
h^ti hhf without ttx^erienoing soraethaig 
df grief and refentmmt at the hand *vi^tch 
4^ deprived him of it. The imngied 
\Aood of tWo ancient houses, ram in Ru- 
pert's veins, and caused his bettrt to sweH 
as he reflected, that he Hvhose birth en- 
titled hii^ t^ inherit titles and estates from 
both hk parents, m&& now forced to limit 
his ambition to the hope of some salaried 
dtuation under a foreign monarch. Yet 
^ he thought thus, the gratifying recol- 
lection f(dl<»wed> that be had rejected 
^Wis very home, when by accepting it he 
'^srould have forfeited his own self*4*espect. 
it was too evident) ^ast neither the 
first Austmn possessor cff Zeirecidaht, 
nor his father to whom It now belonged, 
<ever approaidied the altered places its 
wide desmesnes, therefore, were left at 
4lie mercy ^ some catdess <» iotei^ested 



sgei^^ moi th^ stniieiy oi its hmwkry 
might be another t:oiliseqiii9DCii c£ liap^ 
rial op{MFe^if)ik« >^ 

This ttKxre general reflection^ grcmkig 
out 4^ ^vatfe &Giti^, ifTttbdrew Bupert 
fiioni ftbe ioitaediale pootentplMikm dfiiis 
own and his ia^ther^s wrongs 5 reriviiig 
in ium ihat iivt^ dense of public duty; 
which yfM nlways necMsary to qmet bis 
natural seostbility to suflering; a sensii* 
biUty hosttle to his pro&ssimi, as per^- 
tnally wrouglit upon by the livils itf wac; 
He leh;» that it is every main's di^y to 
sacrifice his own personal feelings to h&- 
i»ev6tent purposes $ that ther« k but one 
step from neglecting the righte pf the 
maivf, to apposiiig tbeni ; arid that he 
Vrlm^ itk a free country^ a^leets tfaoa^ 
iri^ts, in a des|)ot»ct»)untryi¥Ould txsm^ 
pie npon tlimn. 

Thus the exiie fr^om Zeurendafal denied 
the privilege of bestowing cultivatioh asid 
l^eace optin thoaete was iMdrta to protectji 
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was ready to give up his peac^ and td 
^hedliisibloodin their cause. 

Having entered Bohemia by descending 
into the circle of Kdninigratz, and secur- 
ing the mctontain-passes behind them, 
the Swedish division planted itself so as 
to be ready^ either for harassing the enemy 
by sudden and scattered attacks upon 
different points at once, or for co-bper- 
ation with their main body, should General 
-Wrangel succeed in attempting the reco- 
very of all lost to the Imperialists, in that 
disputed kingdom, during the preceding 
campaign* 

Rumours of a great battle having been 
fought in the electorate of Mentz between 
the French and Bavarians, in which the 
lattJsr were signally defeated, met General 
•Konigsmark from several quarters j and 
official accounts speedily, confirming the 
-fact, piit all Rupert's heart into the intel- 
ligence. 

. A battle had been fought before one.of 
the strong towns in that bishopric, the 
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siege of which Turenne had un^rtaken^ 
rather with the view of drawing Rhine- 
graveatein to that quarter in aid of the 
^timorous bishppi than with the intention 
of wasting his own time in a leaguer. 
The stratagem succeedeid j a battle was 
fought, in which Turenqe had the advan- 
tage of grounds of unf^tigqed and se« 
cretly augmeated troops. The field was 
howev^ equ^ly contested for liome time^ 
;at length Rhinegrayestein himself, who 
^sought by personal exertion^ to repair the 
disadvailitages under which he fought, 
.fell in the centre of his troops, covered 
with wounds. The fate of the day was 
then decided: the dispirited Bavarians 
gave way in all directions j but their ge- 
neral's scarce-breadiing body^ was pre- 
i served by the despei-ate resolution of the 
little band immediately around him when 
he fell, and the enemy lost their niost 
coveted prize. 

When the di3patch which brought this 
, intelligence lefl theJSwedish head-quarters 
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i^ fnWQOtmf Cocint Rbmegratrest^ was 
tktit €ixpected to survive bey^d a ftw 
1)0111% His fkll> had at oncfe detached tii« 
dectdrfi ot' fiavaria» Ment^ and Cologne 
&6m the Imperial alliance, and jfoltowiDg 
the example of Saxony, each of ti^e^e 
|)0wer8 was now solidtmg a truce with 
the ^rkieeia of the Union* Thas the Em- 
peror was at this eritical juncture left 
solely to hift own r^ources, zai to the 
valour of his ItaUan and Austrian troops ; 
and it became of vital iii¥port«noe, there- 
fore, to the dau^e of religious and political 
liberty, that not a moment should be lost, 
not an individual ^ared from the great 
work of pushing the advantages ^thus 
suddenly obt^ned, and accelerating a 
|)eace by itmtB dedded iriotones* 

Kupert's stntitt^ hei»t^ therefore, could 
^oi be attended to, bleeding m it was 
with the vision of bis ^aughtered father 
continually before his eyes c he was Ibrced 
to plunge into scenes where the groans of 
the dying and the corses of the dead, 
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Inuldpiied tha4; imag^^ t6 iriacldening in« 
finity« Inflexible hoiiour chainfed Irim to 
hi8 p(xst } a(nd Arembferg was tMfay, who 
nuigbt liave iaken a son^s duty upon iiim 
for hi^ sake, and hastened to exdiange 
"forgivehes^ with the dying Rhinegrave-i 
steinw 

It is tnle, the Swedish dbpatch repiti-* 
sented the Bavarian general as unlikely 
to live beyond ^ few hours j but cdcula- 
tions of Hfe and deaih are often errc^ 
neous ; <aijd at any xate it would havb 
b^n a aatt^acti<»n to Rupeit hereafter^ 
t<> remember that he bad endeavoured to 
sptok, or send peace to his repentant 
father/ One only i^y was open to him i 
a btter to Bai^ LletosteiiH who migbl 
perha^ faaV^ rejoinied hit milftary patron^ 
Rupert wrote only these lines : -"-* 

*^ Now, if dver^, Baroiiy i^enlember the 
profiaiae ywc mbde to bne who has no 
name in BaVatia, but who faas a son's true 
fe^ngs for the pireift ^at be hears ia 
dying." 
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Dating this letter from the army of 
General Konigsniark, and marking, the 
tide of his corps, he dispatched it by a 
courier going back to the camp of Gene- 
rai Wrangel j whence Konigsmark him- 
self kindly requested, it might be for- 
warded to whatever place the staff .of 
Count Rhinegravestein was likely to be 
found in. - ; 

The news of his father's life or death; 
Rupert was happily conscious did not 
depend upon so uncertain a chance as a 
reply to this letter. Rhinegravestein's 
in!fluence over political events made 
his continuance or removal from this 
busy stage, a matter too generally im- 
j^rtant to be spoken of in a comer ; 
an^ while Rupert waited with wringing 
anxiety for cfvery ani^wer to every ques- 
tion be asked concerning him, he could 
not but fancy his mother actuated by 
the same anxiety, tortured by the same 
suspense, and destined perhaps to endure 
the agony of hearing the last direful con- 
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elusion/ &r from her natural cinnforter, 
.the sharer and sobther of such affliction ! 
Communication being now open between 
Bavaria and the two belligerent powers, 
the anguish of Rupert's mind was at 
length allayed by intelligence that his 
father yet lived i and that, although his 
actual state could not even yet be ascer- 
tained from the nature and/ number of 
his wounds, he was not in the immediate 
danger at first appreheoded, the rare tem- 
perance of his habits having preserved 
his blood; from infiammatiooi. . He had 
borne, conveyance to the convent of the 
Franciscans at Wurtzburg, whither he 
had requested to be taken ; and there he 
now lay. ^ > 

How incessant y/ere Rupert's prayers 
after this, for his father's days to be pro- 
longed for the best of purposes, genuine, 
living penitence! and with what eager* 
ness :did he seize every opportunity of 
transmitting suchgleati^s of hope, to raise 
the desolate soul of his mother ! 
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Wbiltt Ri^tt wrote thus assidoouriy 
to his fbiettdsi bi9 owQ heart was^ loDg uih- 
cheered by any ^counts from thecn. 
The desultory life he }ed» and the oastml- 
(iet of chance messepgers^ losthitnMvetai 
CQii3olatiQi)$ofthatkin4« Hi^^good «iiget 
a^ced hiia one which h^^^e^rec beoulM 
indifipeosab^. to his^ reposed aptrk -^ t^ 
lovt iviiMiinduIged, becomes 4Ksactiiif *^ 
thi& wa& a letter firooi the juinister 4^ 
Manendoi^^ I» a £ew^ lote^ty nflbt^dft- 
ate aeotencftf^ amt by a m^& for4uQat(t 
hajftd than the ooe which had bisen ea* 
trusted wkh tlie rejoicing ^other^ aa* 
(iW&f til her Sim upon the same suhjecti 
th% f^^ of l^feeta expressed hii| fiilM» 
of joylE^t the unexpected happiness oi^ 
jEl^^d tP hk 4aughter« This was. the d^: 
u^/^gajO^iffn > Rupert received that Im 
d^t^ .fo^e w|ta tifit tahe erushed: 
(j^l^ enil weeka had passed sineci he es^ 
prefi^: tha^ hope to iiis mother} and 
^IIMdbieM^oiis e£ q^^ny ^ nfuU oOm 
seized hitaL. Me^slieaftichMgedl; o# 
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fCfOM ^tol engagemeot l^wtily entered 
i«tG at th^ wiribt of hcj: wu^oDscioiUS 
Uitimi ov bi^ qiothelr's; disi9{i|iravdl or 
iU9«s8| or ^^kin tbat house so teuderly 
Movodi^^b^unAed aod distracted him 
coQtwui^ly • Mu^ldenau •$ a€!q^Mie9cencei 
and t^a loDching lan^aa{;e it was given 
«^ prQVf4 thM; ^ormw paokets from Ma- 
fMPd«i^ bad im^carried; avd Rupert 
bocaive raptarou$ly asaured that he might 
faecioe^rth ^all Meeta hk own^ and 
swieeten hi$ bitterest mooHints by un- 
c^b^ed remembrance of her enchant, 
quants and her love. 

Yet «tiU Rupert rejoiced with but half 
hM Jstearti the other partr ached for his 
faitiber^ JuUan'& ftiture dertiny^ aUo^ pro- 
bfj%ht:ing in the balance with the lat^ 
tec'a iife; and Ruperti whose affection 
for hi^ brother deepened as advancing 
time made every event pf ^reirfier oonse- 
(jffAfiW i» that d^r child's chara^r, 
f«it:^at 019? heavier calamity coold befall 
JmUm fillMMf^ M<at of bemg left; sole^ 
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the guardianship of such a hypocrite in 
religion, and worldly spirit in action, as 
his imperious mother. His own sentence 
of banishment from that interesting boy, 
in such a case, he must lament as the 
cruellest privation ; but even that would 
be a light evil,^ compared with the disap- 
pointment of the fond hope he cherished 
of seeing Julian one day as eminent for 
virtues as for talents. For Julian, there^ 
fore, he prayed as much as for himself 
and for his absent mother, for whom he 
petitioned Heaven to spare the days of the 
misguided Rhinegravestein. At this 
period the armies of the Union were 
vigorously pushing their conquests at dl 
points ; the French were following up 
their victory in the Electorate of Mentz, 
and Wrangel, flashing like lightning 
across the boundary betweeif Franconia 
and Bohemia, fell at once upon Egra. 

That unhappy^ city taken by storm, 
found nothing but the spirit of retidi- ' 
ation in her conqueror : he abandoned 
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her wealth a^d her inhabitants to the 
lAercy of inflamed; soldiers ; and Rupert^ 
who lietrd afar off, of the fire and sl^u^^- 
ter which made lier streets desertSy^i^lipi^r 
ated himself anew, that he fought under 
the bimners of a GenelraJi as merciful ai^ 
brave. 

llius, the h<q>es of the Protestants 
seemed hastening to their completion; 
and peace appeared again^ the sole re- 
smirce <^ the Emperor i left as he; was 
by his allies, to wage a sipgle-hani^bd 
war. But Bavaria reqoi^ring from the 
stunning blow of CountRliinegrayestein'f 
fall, and willing to make the last act of 
his own lengthened life, an effort to crush 
the cause against which he had been in 
arms nearly the third part of a centuryj^ 
roused his rem&ining strength, and des- 
perately cutting the \koot of bis late 
trttty, suddenly re-appefiried.ii) the fiel4 
with a formidable army $:olle^ted an4 
compacted as if by magic. Thp h|ir* 

VOL. jv. p 
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ricane of war was again let loose over the 
unhappy ieountries so often deserted* 
The surging tide of success rolled to and 
frc^ BRder its mighty breath ; while 
Wrangel, the fit detm>n ^ iudtt a 
flftorm^ dealt iti^ horroi-s around, With a 
ruthlessness which spared not where it 
meant to annihilate the very wish of 
r^stanee* 

KonigsmArk, in a different quarter, wte 
making slower but surer conquests, and 
thieving victories less tremendously 
brilliant : for the places he took, re^ 
volted ^dt from his hand when Its imme* 
diate grasp was withdrawn } and the tears 
of grateful prisoners washed away the 
blood from his laurels, whiefa thickened 
and clung round those of Wrai^ei. Au- 
pert could often yield to bis own peculiar 
toftness of heart, und^ such a com- 
mander ; and during this period of the 
C^iiipaign, he treasured up for hiotsfelf 
many a blessed recollection of seryk^es 
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tmidtedf atid lives preservedL Of Us 
father he ti^ard dii^iiiiGtly ^ Ink, in a 
fetter fl*oftt Barom Idenstein. 

That yoxxng officer, referring to fcis first 
abortive attempt at kei^ing his promise 
to Ri^rt, accounted for i^bsequent heg-^ 
lect, by tite cifciimstances already knoWh : 
adding, that since he and Kup^t met| 
be hatd faliM in love, goiie tbr6ugh ages 
of hope a^d fear, distr^tioh and j6y» 
and was H^Wy ^sating for winter, wfa^ 
the pause of militaty operations wouM 
alloW him to daim the hand of a fail^ 
creature, with whoto hei promis^ himself 
as iH^ny years, months, or 4iLfs of miut^ 
terabie felicity, as a Boldiei^'s precifidos 
date of life imgfat authorise Mm to 
expert* 

He then proceeded to' say, that on his 
return from tlie Tyrol, he had been pro- 
moted to the command of a regknent» fey 
a relative of his betrothed wife's, aiid 
be had consequently 1>een detached ^m 
bi< early nailitary patfon, )vi4ien Mie latter 
F 2 
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received his grievous wounds. But that 
on I'eceiving Rupert's pi^rdng retnipder, 
he had obtained leave of absence, jand 
hastened to visit Rbinegravestein at 
Wurtzburgh. Idenst^in cpnfessed» that 
he had left him awfully changed, grie- 
vously, suffering, but recovering life with 
all its sensibilities : (that he was under the 
most skiUul surgeons Germmsy eould 
produce ; his couch of suffering soothed by 
the little Julian, whose innoc^t prayers 
seemed to draw down more of consol* 
atioii: upon the head of his bleeding 
parent, than all the mystic ceremonials 
of the assembled monks. lden8tein;spoke 
not of the Clountess; but it was impossible 
to imagine so impassioned a wife any 
where, except by the side of her toitured 
huisband« 

The communication Rupert tnost co« 
veted, was given at the conclusioil> in a 
few l\ne&. ' . / .. i 

Hi^ own brief note had been shewn to 
Rhinfegravestein ; it bad been wnt^red 
c 4 
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by his father's tears, pressed to his father's 
1^9 and placed in his father's bosom, 
with an emphatic blessing on the writer. 
"Tell him Rhinegravestein had said, 
that one day he shall find his father 
agaiti." . ^ 

'' Rupert knew niA exactly what that 
phrase implied, foUt it breathed contri- 
tioii; and he dotibted not that it con- 
cealed some noble resolution. **0, my 
fttiier 1*' he exclaimed, pressing that 
-psi^ of the letter against his own breast, 
-** Might 1 but live to see thee reconciled 
to thy better self, and share that joy with 
^y mother, I think I could exchange for 
it, even the life of blessedness, that I dare 
now imagine with Meeta !" 

Animated with a vague, yet sacred ex- 
pectation of theevent he thus .anticipated, 
and longing for *the wings of a dove, that 
he might flee away,' and carry rest to his 
mothei-'s troubled heart, Rupert h^rd 
^ith a thrill of joy that the Count of 
Ehinegravestein, though assured oif ul- 
p 3 
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timate recovery, had seijt iq a resjgBt 
ation of hi? military honours tohia.spve-r 
reigQ, prayiug permission to re\ke i^ 
evw froqa public life; tliat bis resigna-. 
tion Jiad been unwillingly accepted, an4 
the command of the Bavarian army 
finally settled upo^ one pf feis ^lev€4, b, 
prince of Wurtembuig. Tki letter 
prince, of w,hom. great e^qpecfcatioos wer^ 
formed as a cpmm^der-ip-rchief, frpi^ 
his courage and conduct as a general o€ 
diyi^ion^ ??as destined to open tb? epsu* 
ing campaign; aad as th^t , cj^mppuga 
was expected to prpve the l^adt eflB»t cf 
both belligerents, each stpr^tined hiflaself 
to ensure success to his ow& cause. 

Fresh levies were raiped <m both sijdes» 
garrisons strengtheijed, fortifications new- 
modelled, magazines of provision, ammu- 
nition, clothing, S?c., prepared; after 
which, the adverse generals sat down to 
wait in their winter^qiiarters, for the sea^- 
son of action. 

That eventful season came, the year 
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1648 : it came, and found Rupert still 
under arms, in the native country of his 
mother; watching there, and promoting 
there, the progress of those momentous 
circumstances which were to decide upon 
private and public hapjHness, upon the 
claims of princes, and the rights of sub- 
jects;— -and pronounce, whether freei- 
dom of conscience were to be smothered 
at once by successful oppression ! Whe- 
ther m^ny ^ perishing exile were to be 
restored to homes of p^ac^ and plenty^ 
or thousands be left with Rupert himself, 
to seek humbler hearths and altars in 
foreign lands ! 



p 4 
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. : CHAP. Vm. 

The same year x>pened .differently at 
Mariendorpt. There, a chastened ba|K 
piness had succeeded to all the agitations 
sepslrately felt, or shared in common by 
the members of the two principal 
families. 

Meeta privileged to love Rup^ and 
claim a daughter's shar^ iii the heart of 
his mother J — Muhldenau reposing his 
world-wearied spirit upon the sweet hope 
of transferring his parental care to a hus- 
band whose virtues would guarantee both 
the happiness and the continued excel- 
lence of Meeta ; — Madame Roselheim, 
relieved from the variety of her anxieties 
and griefs for many objects equally dear, 
and shedding tears of joy in secret over 
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the last signal metcy — Rhinegravestein's 
spared life ; — Aremberg rejoidng more 
tetnp^ratelj, with them all : — these were 
far different persons from those, whom 
we left in the same scene after the. sei- 
zure of Julian, and yet more dissimiiar 
from the beings amongst whom Rupert 
now lived and acted. , 

Adolpha Falkenberg's generous grati- 
tude had taken out the sting of depend- 
ance from Madame Roselheimfs br^ist, 
who, thoi^h she submitted without com- 
plaint, yet felt the constant pang of its 
piercing point. The possession of such 
a sufficiency, was unutterably precious to 
her as a preservation against any of those 
humiliating resources to which more des- 
perate circumstances, even than those in 
which the kind Melchior's death plunged 
her, might eventually lead. For her son's 
sake, for the sake of her noble race, in 
mercy to her husband's feelings, she 
« would have wished for the power of at 
least . shrouding her poverty from the 
p 5 



322 TH£ VILLAGE 

worId^» eye } but that jemid niA have 
been, had the death o£ its;a^1]^r 4ish 
golved the little boaseheid. of Mubl4e- 
Bau : Sx then Madame Hpselheim wouJd 
have felt that Meeta boeaasi^. her icbarge^ 
and ^e would have ^med it a s^red 
oblation to seek tbaat ;y<m£k^ :^(pbiE|ii^ 
provision and support by any h(mei|t 
n^ans* 

The Swedisli pensioia secarj^d li^r owp 
moderate comfort fox lifet m^ l^ some- 
thing to be shared m^itiipfteias m^^pr^t?. 
It did more i it not only reliisv^ ^^pert 
from the burthen of heir sttppoi?ty bqt 
from the heavier one ^f con^^t aip?.iety 
on the. subject ; and it be.8*ow«4 po him 
the coveted liberty of yieWing tp a ju?t 
and virtuous affection* 

As. Madame RooeJbehn's spft ey#s 
ofbMi dwelt on the uaconsdous counte- 
nance of Meeta^ till they moistened with 
tendpmess and pleasum* sind a^ sh^oftw 
yielded to the emotion of ^cb mcw^nt?, 
by pressing the eiweetly-surpria?4 &fi to 
I 
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her breast, exciaming <^My fis^^gbter, my 
Ruperi*$ Meeto !^' t\i^ hog^, tjie feair% 
the retrospections and foai anti^ipjations 
they exchanged 9t tbe9<9 pop^^nt^,; were 
always jQ»Uowed by furdent pdjei^tfpnr qf 
Adolpba, To her they owedlbfjs hi^ppi* 
nes^ ; and tpi he;*, i^otb M^ft^-s yi^jung 
heart, and M^ame j^os^lheitn's subdued 
one, overflowed with gra^itj^d^ m^ affec- 
tion. 

Adoiplia barring effected . her ffx^iiMfi 
purpose of rdieviog . Rupj^t ffoiaa the 
duty of pi;oviding for his mptber, i^onsf- 
quently from that of sf c^ifloing aU bpp^ 
of p^ber ti^es f pr bba;i«el£ hwl as prpmptly 
coAviuced Ma^U^e R^selbeiip a^ ^be bad 
done hin^ that bis usiqg s^iieh lilp^ty by 
offering himself to anotb0r» VQuM c^use 
her;»o pa^ t ber sieni^mjeilts^o)ir#f4^ lum, 
there^re, "fei^ no )o9g(r tp be JQubt^, 
evsn by bis partial mother, ; But A4ol- 
pha's few %^ 4bort iette^a fv^iefjel^ 4^p.d 
less playful $od tile fm^ds. wbg loved 
her, those espedkdly who^we(| the most 
p 6 



324 ^ THE VILLAGE 

to her generous fHendship, canvassed the 
reason of this evident depression with 
pdnfui solicitude. 

It h true^ Madame Krazau's ill health 
might have a great share in this depres- 
sion, for that had settled into an internal 
disorder (^' so intricate and agonizing 
a nature^ as to makelier restlessly solici- 
tous for every new femedy and new phy. 
sician. One of the most celebrated 
medical men of that age, was resident at 
Dresden } and thither Madame Krazau 
had lately removed from her own beauti- 
ful residence at Lauterbouig, in the vain 
h<^ c^ a mirade being worked for her, 
by his mdani^ The various calamities 
and pending events which occurred smce 
that poor mvidid^s departure frc^n Ma- 
riendorpt, had hitherto wititiheld Meeta 
<from enforcing her wish of fulfilling the 
promise she had then given : but now, 
lurmed with the d<HiUe motive of wishing 
to pour her gratitude and tendei: hiqppi- 
ness into the generous bosom of <' her 
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friend, and the certainty of Madame 
Krazau's disorder being pronounced of 
a mortal nature, she easily wrought upon 
her father to promise that he would eri- 
•trust her to the care of Mr. Vanderhoven, 
who had kindly offered to become her 
escort, with Esther, at any period into 
Saxony. ' 

It is impossible to say exactly what 
secret motive might influence Mr. Van- 
derhoven to make this gallant proposal : 
it is only certain that he^ offered it, after 
receiving a present of some beauti&l 
Dresden china from his elegant favourite; 
and that at the same instant he ceaised 
to call Meeta by her baptismal name of 
Margaret, (a formality he had fallen into 
immediately upon the avowal of her en- 
gagement with Rupert,) but resumed the 
endearing and femiUar diminutive of her 
name, and in his letter c^ thanks to Adol- 
pha^r contrived to efiace the impression of 
a ca1;aih con^ktrace about Meeta and 
Arembergi wfai<^ he had miade to his 
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feir corre^oEd^ojt tm the v^ry lart day 
of hw visifc ^t Marippdorpt, 

Meeta jbad her secret nw^ive ako; 
aijd that sh^ ?onfide4 tq her icdirigent 
fiither : it was the aim of actually ascer- 
taining whether he and «b^ wpre right in 
their early suspicion of Adolpha-'s attach- 
ment to Mr. Aremberg : if they were, 
Meeta thought herself sui^Sciently assured 
of liis heart's deep apd bftpel^ss devotimi 
to her, not to fear ^ny consequence re- 
sulting from h^r infsiq^ati^ <>f fai^ con- 
c^?d feelii?gs^ While with the ardour 
of b^n^volent ycwith, sh? put up a prayer 
that success pfiig^t crown her^deavours, 
a sudden chiU stppt the impejfeupus p?- 
titi<Hk A'la^'! )ikt w^ the heart so Iqpg 
dev^ed tp !th# ^m^aaory of her first friend, 
that Meeta was t|)us se^kipg to detach 
from its widowed ^tsti© ! therp was swri- 
lege in th^ idp^ : ^n^ tmr^tijOg hato t^ars, 
she would lieav^ ab»^p^e4^he wii^h ^nd 
the atteopt together, ks^pot hpr fiber's 
timely a}:^amn€e» and sounder reason, 



OF MAWBNDOIWT. 3^ 

teiiqitrad her 8eoaiUlity» wd tought ter 
that it is our duty to accept every yiy- 
tuoua hsppipess for ourselves apd for 
otters, at the bjwid of a gracipUft Prpvi- 
deiiQ^ 

Aremberg's sensibility wasi evidently 
deeply sheeted by the noblQ conduct pf 
A^pha; he said little upoQ the subjepjtj 
bat when he did speak, there was a tremor 
in his yoipe and a naoi^ture in his eye, 
which denpted as much agftatipn as a4- 
miratioi). He had^a^iply fulfilled tl\e 
obvious duty of friendship, and the Jie^s 
acknowledged one of self-sacr^cQi by 
giving no encouragement to Jlupert-s 
preference for Meeta, while iti^v^ w|ig mo 
hope for i):, and by seeking 4^ wip h^s 
heart for Aiiolpha y she herg^U* jiad ^pp^- 
rently denoted the possession of th^t ^f^t 
not necQ?i^ary for her peacp : yet Av^fft- 
berg, conscious himself pffi Sj^lf^d^yj^ 
spirit, could easily ji^agine thi^ ve^y 
disavowal but a noisier effort tP P9ff?ct 
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the gift of happiness she wished bestowed 
on Rupert. 

Aretaibergy therefore, became only the 
more silent, sad, and soliitary, when his 
other friends were rejoicing for their own 
sakes and for his. His invincible diffi- 
dence, joined to a sentiment of self- 
reproach for suffering any living excel- 
lence to dispute his heart with the buried 
Eustatia, was corroding his peace without 
impairing his usefulness. Engaged in 
the wide-stretching duties of his sacred 
profession, and ingenious in extending 
them, he put it out of the power of this 
secret weakness to show itself^ except in 
a deeper shade of seriousness over his 
countenance and manner. There was a 
sanctity in Arember^s character, and a 
sort of awfulness in his reserve, which 
held back even the minister of Marieii- 
doipt himself from questioning him on 
the subject of a dejection, which as it 
increased, could not have the calamity of 
former years for its source. The latter. 
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however, drew the same concUision Irom 
it that his daughter did ; and embracing 
her views, accorded most cheerfully to 
her proposal of making the promised 
visit to Adolpha, during the first months 
of spring. 

Human arrangements are rarely per- 
fected as they are planned : new circum- 
stances led to another decision, and 
caused Muhl4enau himself, to become the 
companion of his daughter's journey. 

Many and deep had been the afflictions 
which within the last few months, bad 
fkllen upon the head of his royal mistress^ 
the widowed Queen of Bohemia. The 
death of her kind relative, the Prince of 
Orange, had been followed by the loss of 
her son Maurice at sea ; and even while 
her spirit was bowed down under this 
grievous ' dispensation, which re-opened 
all the wounds of her severe destiny, that 
bloody tragedy was transacted in England, 
which terminated the days of her unfor« 
tunate brother upon a scafJR)ld. 
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There is a tinie of calamity when stroke 
foUows stroke with auch astounding rapi- 
4ttyi as to deprive the amazed and palsied 
90ul of ^1 €Onseiou$n^s : this had been 
the case with the poor Qu^en ; so long as 
the afflictions she had to support, came 
immediately from the hand of heaven — 
i«M5crutaMe — inevitable ! but when to 
these were added the ^ief and shame of 
knowing that her eldest son yet remained 
in the 9<^ne of his Unfortunate uncle's 
murder, a pemioner upon those fliur. 
derers, her soul was humbled to the dust^ 
and life itself gftve way under the crush 
of such sorrow and degradation. 

A special message to the tried friend 
and servant of her husband's hou^, sum** 
moned Muhldenau from his &pck^ to her 
mournful mansion at the Hague. She 
summoned him, not to mouru with her, 
for lamentation was iK>t her habit: she 
sent to ask his eouosel, smd to claim bis 
assistance. From abrother so diflferefttly 
tempered as the titular PalstegrAve, «he 
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cmild not expect for her other sons that 
generous, miy just^onduct in the event 
of his, restoration, which she had once 
fouhly hop^« A narrow and worldly 
iftind, too evidently i^peared in his so 
long consentbig to have that income con* 
tiojoed from his uncle's <^pressolrs, which 
the unibrtunate Charles had originally 
given with the feeling of near kindred ) 
and his remainnig still amongst men whom 
he n;iust nowjsecretly abhor, proved that a 
tim^H-ous policy guided his couiKsiis, and 
a selfish spirk bis actions. 

His mother believed herself not des- 
tinied to aurvive so many sliocks; and sh^ 
was eager to put it b^cmd her eldest 
son's power to fail in doing justice to h^ 
second, from whom some disagreements 
with him in England, upon the subject of 
their imprisoned uncle, had greatly es- 
tranged the young Palsegrave. Unless 
certain papei-s could be procured Gram the 
place of their secret deposit, the son she 
loved best would have nothing but his 
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brother's equity to rely on. To that, 
their mother would no longer trust : and 
anxious to have those papers in her band, 
and to place in his own possession a 
voucher of his claim on a certain small 
principality within the hereditary domU 
nions of the palsegrave, she plainly asked 
Muhldenau, whether he preserved suffi- 
cient love for the ruined house of his ill-* 
fated master, to undertake the fatigue 
and risk of a journey into Bohemia, for 
the purpose of bringing thence the docii- 
ment in question ? It was lodged, she 
said, along with the archives of ^the Elec- 
torate, in a subterranean vault of the 
garden, of the royal huntingJodge near 
Beraun. There his own father's hand 
had placed them, by her desire, when she 
fled, ds she imagined, but for awhile, from 
the capital itself. Often since, had she 
trembled with fear of this vaulted cham- 
ber being discovered, and these precious 
relics destroyed, by ignorant marauders. 
Muhldenau, alone, of all her surviving 
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fotloWerSy knew where to find these trea- 
siufcis promptly; yet from his age and 
sacked; function^ and the uncertainty of 
whether the place in question were left to 
ruin, or, occupied and fortified, she knew 
not how to expect he would accept and 
execute so hazardous a service. 

The father of an only child, the minis* 
t» of a christian congregation, did indeed 
pause long and seriously, ere he answered 
such a demand: at length he accepted if ^ 
swayed by a double duty which he frankly 
avowed* / 

His obligation to serve the widow and 
children of his late prince and master, 
whenever called upon to do so, he be^ 
Iteved unquestionable; especially since, to 
the individual duties of allegiance, and 
gratitude, this luckless family added 
higher claims pa tfie Protestant church at 
large. Hieir sufferings in the cause of 
that religion of which Muhldenau was 
himself a iphiister, iqppeared in his judg- 
ment; jtk> satictify every sacrifice made in 
their name. 
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IVi tim service of bi94sovereiga, MuhU 
denaU'S father bad Mcrifioed tke \rhdle 
of hid paternal property ; tfaatis^ he had 
wld it 'm conjumrtioQ with b^ dcm, aird 
given up t&e money thus raised, to the 
late Palsegrave's immediate necessities; 
A writteaackmrvvledgement, payable to 
bilKi^elf or his heirs, was givtaii in ex- 
cb939^# This bond would be valuable tor 
Meeto or her children^ sfa^^M tivd test^ 
tittlon <^ the palfttiikale ever take place ; 
and as.Meeta.livasnow'eEt^aged to a ffiair 
whose utmost hopes were bounded to a 
precarious siibsostenca fbii her and for 
biilK^lf, and since Muhldenau had many 
reasons for supposing that this deed was 
deposited in tW same spot with the pri* 
vate piip^s of the Electorate^ he believed 
hims^f no lottger fi^ee to bakmcebetween 
perspnal dai^r,andarteaqporary abseiioe 
from his flock<, aad so nmch iftdivicbcsd 
be»e^ 

QeaCMi^cfitcfd.lihe owonftissioh;: (KsctsBsed 
the mode ^Gld means joifexeeiithig it} and 



OF MAEIEKDORPT. 985 

taking a solemtt \eavt ot* the grateful 
Queen, whom hie believed that he slunllil 
never see again in life, hastened back to 
Mariendorpt. 

It may be sut>posed that without falsi- 
fying trut^ a mdn whose age and cha^ 
racter rendered scrutiny impertinent, aitd 
wfaiof was known dtiU to have correspond- 
ence with the concealed frienck of his late 
master, witsableto announce his resolution 
ol* being bimseU* t4)e(»:otec>6oqr of liisdougb- 
ter intoSiliLony, withontmaking the whdtg 
of that cruel confidence to any one^ save 
Aremberg, which might excite useless 
though justifiable apprehenmon 4u the 
brelists of his imtx^dUate family* To 
Airemberg, Muhldenau spoke fredy^ »d« 
mitting the ha^^rd of such an undertafc-^ 
ing to one personally peiha^ remein<^ 
bered in Bohemia, and who must reach 
the object he sought, by {^netratingSnto 
the very str<Hig4iold ^ impeHai power 
and jeaflousy-^a royal residence. To 
Arembeig also^ be could speak of bis 
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ohligatioQs as a subject, a protestant, and 
a father : and leaving him in possession 
of his laist wishes and l2U:est instructions, 
claiming his prayers, and bequeathing 
him his blessing, he returned into his 
family circle with a tranquil counte- 
nance, though a foreboding heart. 

His unsuqpeddng daughter, attributed 
her/atber^s sudden purpose, principally 
to that romantic interest in the happiness 
of Adolpha and Aremberg, which nine- 
teen may be allowed to imagine, but 
winch sixty rardy yields to. Her heart 
throUbed too, with the hope of seeing 
Rupertr Bohemia and Saxony joined ; 
Saxony Was neutral ground, and if Rur 
pert inigfat but steal pne day, one hour, 
from perilous duty, they might (exchange 
th^ pli^ted faith at the fe^t of her 
honoured parents 

MdeCa would have blushed to give 
uttennceito this hope, even before Ma- 
dame Rosdham: yet she felt that all 
who knew her situiAion, must divine it$ 
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and Madame Rosejheim, without speal^ 
ing of Meeta's wishes on the subject^ 
constantly referred to such a meeting as 
fraught with joy to her son, as due to his^ 
lonely devoted heart, and as the objecti 
therefore, of her own fondest desire. 
Always anticipating the most concealed' 
^riirttls of every rig;ht affection, and ever 
scrupulous to guard that delicacy which^ 
is inseparable from ardent feeling, 
Madame Roselheini seemed unconscious* 
of the very inclinations she wrought to 
gratify j and while thinking more of Ru- 
pert's and Meeta's gratification than of 
her own maternal longings, she be- 
sought Muhldenau not to be so near thfe' 
Swedish army, without bringing her a 
look, a word, a smile, from her Rupert. 

The promise given, and many a bene- 
diction and tearful embrace exchanged, 
Muhldenau, Meeta, and Esther, bade 
idieu to Mariendorpt, leaving Madame 
Roselheim for the first time since her 

VOL. IV. Q 
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entrance under that peaceful roof, €n* 
tirely alone* 

.Winter was yet on the ground^ though 
now the beginning of March, and the 
travelling through Westphalia, therefore, 
was not beguiled to Meeta, by any charm 
of, weather or of scenery. But in the 
fertile valleys and magnificent mountains 
of Saxony, she saw much to delight her 
eye and awaken her imagination ; and 
by the time she reached Dresden, one of 
those rapid spring thaws which so often 
succeed intense frost, at once tore the 
veil of snow from the face of nature, leav- 
ing its lovely features of wood, water, 
and hill, brightening under the sparkling 
smile of sunny and azure skies. 

It is always cheering to be welcomed 
to a new place by a fine day ; and Meeta, 
though animated by the assurance of 
soon reaching the friend she loved, and 
being thus so many leagues nearer to 
Rupert, yet required every exhilarating 
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addition to raise her spirits ; depressed^as 
they were by the information which het 
father had hitherto delayed, that real and 
important business for the Palsegrave'af 
family, must carry him directly forward 
to the object of his journey, without allow- 
ir^ him to enjoy more than a night's re- 
pose at Dresden, and a few hours' enjoy- 
ment of their friend's society there* , 

Even that repose, and that enjoyment 
were not to be his ; — at least, not as he 
expected them to be enjoyed. 
; On reaching the residence of Madame 
^razau, they found her weary life was 
over, and her wasted remains laid at rest 
in the grave. She had been dead mo^re 
than a fortnight: and a respectable 
matron to whoin Madame Krazau had 
been known in former years, at Copen- 
liagen, had obeyed the dying instructions 
of her friend, and written immediately to 
Marienddrpt, to inform Mr. Aremberjgof 
the event, and apprise him that he w;as 
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left sole executor tA the will of tbe 
deceased* 

Adolpha herself was xeoioyed to a 
small country house, taken for her by 
this friendly person, and thither Meeta 
and her father hastened to find her. 

Having r^ched this place, the travellers 
entered a large, cheerless apartment, 
where Adolpha sat ^lone, reading, or try- 
ing to read. As Adolpha tremulously 
started up, and came foi'ward to meet 
them, Meeta recognised her friend^s ele-^ 
^gafitly slender figure, slenderer than ever, 
through many a fold of dismal, obscunng 
black. Her face, her features, were the 
same ; but the brightness of her jeyes 
was extinguished, and. her whole counte- 
nance become wan and rayless. She threw 
herself into Meeta's arms without speak- 
ing, and wept convulsively there, for a 
long time. Meeta's labouring heart and 
gushing tears answered hers. Muhlde* 
nau stood over theni in silence, pressing 



O^ MAKXENDORPt. S41 

the mourner's passive hand with a father's 
tenderness, compassionating the natural 
grief of a young creature thus left deso- 
late in the world, though screened from 
the dread of poverty, ,and inwardly pray- 
ing that she might find a comforter and 
protector in him, to whose integrity 
Madame Kra2au had confided heir worldly 
affairs. 

When Adolpha recovered, she rose 
from Meeta's neck with her usual grace- 
ful air of consideration for others, and 
enquired, though in. an interrupted voice^ 
^fter all the desa inhabitants of the two 
houses^ where, she had been t^ happy* 
Her altered eyesirau pK^rnfuUy over the 
fec« and figure of Meeta : " Still beauti- 
ful, dear Meeta ! — still blooming 1** she 
said, and a sigh escaped her, that had not 
its origin in the recollection of her poor 
gojdmother j but one of her brightest 
smiles effaced it : and pressing h6r 
friend's hand with benevolent pleasure, 
she added, << 'tis all as it should be j you 
Q 3 
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have many to be handsome for !** ther^ 
as her ^yes filled with tears again, she 
spoke naturally of the subject most pre- 
sent to her thoughts; and as she detailed 
the last days of Madame Krazau^s life, 
and recalled many a foregone instance of 
kindness and goodness in her departed 
friend, her sorrow burst forth afresh, and 
called again for the sympathy of those 
beside her. 

Solicitous to draw her attention from 
her ovn situation to that of others, Muhl* 
denau took occasion to mention the ne^ 
cessity of his departure on the morrow, 
for the neighbouring kingdom ; stating, 
that as his return thence would be uncer- 
tain, (|being dependant upon events over 
which he had no control,) he recom- 
mended her and Meeta not to wdt for 
him, but as soon as Madame Krazau's^ 
afiairs were arranged after the arrival of 
Mr. Aremberg, to commit themselves 
to his respectable care, and that of Esther, 
and proceed without delay to Marten^ 
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doipt. There, he trusted, she would fiiid 
repose for her wearied spirit, and all the 
comfort which a circle of attached and 
grateful friends could bestow: there 
she would have leisure to review past 
projects, and settle her future plans of 
life ; and there, he hoped, with the bless^ 
ing of God, to find her upon his return 
from Bohemia. Adolpha's faded face 
flushed for the first time since their meet- 
ing, at this mention of a scheme which 
offered her all the happiness she now ven- 
tured to anticipate. She hesitated, and 
looked down; and at length faltered 
out acquiescence, provided her god* 
mother's executor should not disapprove 
her absenting herself from the home at 
Lauterbourg, which she was now doomed 
to occupy alone. 

Muhldenau pressed her hand with a 
paternal feeling, and kindly smiling, said, 
*« Not always alone, my dear young 
friend -r- not always alone !** 

'* Yes, always alone!** Adolpha replied 
Q 4 
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^uickty, yet deeply sighitig the next rao* 
ment, and averting her suffusing eyes. 
Muhldenau smiled again more affection- 
ately; but he pursued the subject no 
further. His daughter of course was to 
lemain with Adolpba $ but he had objects 
of his own to pursue, which would nei- 
ther allow him to accept the latter's hos- 
.pitality, nor give much time to this first 
parting from his child. Something of 
pqrily be hintedy was unavoidably coupled 
y^itji bis business into Bohemia; for 
Muhldenau was too sensible to the ho£- 
Tor and danger of unexpected shocks^ 
not to. prepare Meeta in some d^ree for 
passible calamity. Yet he made the com- 
munication as briefly as he could, and 
infused as much cheerfulness into it, as 
the secret depression of his own spirit 
would permit. He was going, he said, 
in search of one upon whom he princi- 
pally depended for assistance in the busi- 
ness he went on, and from him Meeta 
shtwld receive the earliest accounts of 
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her father^s success. Having sli^p^ this 
person's address into his daughter's band;; 
(for it was to be secret, )^ he embraced h^ 
in a Jiurried manner, tried to say some- 
thing cheerfufi, commended her and him-- 
self to Heaven, then with more tern* 
perate concern, kissed the offered cheek 
of Adolpha, and withdrew. 

Meeta had resolved not to give way 
before Adolpha, to the agony of alarnfti 
which her father'is unusual agitation oc- 
casioned J but resolves are fruitleiss irhfen 
powerful passions actually «eize us. 
Meeta struggled awhile against those 
which ajssailed her fearful heart, and at 
length sunk under the conflictr 

Adol'jihafs best qualities were now 
recalled into action j and her Well-timed 
reasonings, assisted by her sympathy, 
gradually restored Meeta to that cOttfi- 
dence in the goodness of God, which 
can alone bestow composure upon the 
real sufferer. 

A few calm and pious lines from hep 
q.5 
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father in the morning, sent from the lone 
house of an ancient adherent of the Palse- 
grave^s, where Muhldenau had passed 
the night, informed her that he was gone 
OH his destined mission, and this note, en* 
forcing the just consolations of Adolpha, 
assisted in soothing and reconciling 
Meeta. 

In the short period which elapsed from 
the arrival of Meeta, to the subsequent 
one of Aremberg, Adolpha and she be- 
came more intimately bound to each 
other,^ by various sympathies growing 
out of their peculiar situations, and by 
cionstant conversation upon those far 
away, whom both loved so dearly^ Meeta 
thouglit Adolpha's character delightfully 
improved j but it was only developed : 
and Adolpha, without exactly knowing it, 
loved Meeta more entirely, since slie 
knew her heart and hand plighted to her 
brave cousin. 

In their unbroken conversations, Meeta 
continued to speak of Aremberg more 
14 
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than of any other persoti : Adolpha lis. 
tened attentively, though often with an 
embarrassed attempt at appearipg but 
slightly interested in her friend's remarks 
i^pon his deepened melancholy, and her 
conjectures as to its cause. Meeta ha^ 
zarded something further : insensibly the 
sweet and subtle effect of her half-play^ 
ful, half-pleading insinuations, became 
evident in the flushing cheeks and pant- 
ing bosom of the listener. By degrees 
Adolpha lost her look of fixed sadness^ 
;ind permitted he? friend, unchecked, to 
sketch a lovely future for her, with some 
nameless companion: and at moments, 
she flashed into somethingof her original 
brightness. But now, that brightness 
had a softness added to it, which was all 
Meeta had allowed herself to think it 
ever wanted, to render it perfection. 

Thus smoothing the way for an ^clair^ 

cissemerit between two persons so worthy 

of each other^ and whose right under- 

islanding seemed evidently delayed by 

q6 
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extreme delicacy on one side, and remark- 
able self-distrust on the other, Meeta 
calmed the agitation pf her solitary hours, 
by frequent addresses to the throne of 
grace and pity. She heard of Konigs- 
mark's army as still in the remoter part 
of Bohemia ; and Rupert's name coupled 
^?ith some gallant exploit, more that! 
once made her heart beat with delight 
and terror. Rumour told her also 
something of hi& father.* Rhinegrave- 
stein, it was said, after eight months of 
excruciating suffering and complete se* 
elusion, had re-appeared at coiirt, only 
to renounce all his worldly honours j 
that he had suddenly retired again, and 
his countess, as suddenly, set out for a 
two years* residence in Italy, under the 
plea of altered health. 

Meeta heard this account with plea- 
sure : recent events had greatly softened 
her unqualified abhorrence of Rupert's 
fether, and any act which tended to 
denote his repentance, and the unwor* 
18 
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thiness of his wife, added to her com- 
passion, and ei&ced some of her aver- 
sion. His father^s penitence, she knew> 
formed the object of his son's and of 
Madame Roselheim*s prayers ; and that 
granted, with blessed sufficiency, and 
hearts knit together, what would be 
wanting to the happiness of Mariendorpt? 
Such happiness was in prospect, that 
Meeta ti^embled to contemplate it. Was 
it eveftobehers? — or was the whole fabric 
to crush at once, by the fall of Rupert, 
or by some fatal accident to her father ? 

The arrival of Aremberg^ who had set 
out immediately for Dresden, on the re^ 
ceipt of theletter announcing Madame 
ICrazau's death, gave a salutary check to 
thoughts like these ; and her own restless^ 
apprehensions were for a while forgotten 
in the deep interest excited by her twa 
friends* 

The tender compassion inspired by the 
forlorn state of the orphan heiress, (for 
even palaces are forlorn, when void of 
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those we love, and are beloved by !) and 
the touching consciousness of being now 
the sole protector provided for her by 
the will of her deceased god-mother, hap* 
pily overcame Arembe^'s habitual diffi- 
. dence, and suffered his soul to shine out 
uniformly in his countenance, and to 
speak in his softened voice. Adolpba^ 
delightfully amazed at his first show oit 
perfect sympathy with her individual 
loss, was soon thrillingly conscious of this 
involuntary softness in the manner of the 
hitherto restrained and abstracted Arera. 
berg. She saw that his tenderness of 
pity, for she ventured not to give it 
another name, made him apprehensive lest 
aught from him, should affect her rudely* 
His hand, if he had accidentally to c^er 
its assistance, -rhis voice when he ad- 
dressed her, — his very eyebeam, if it 
must turn to her, seemed afraid to touch 
her for, more thftn an instant. Yet that 
trembling eyebeam returned again and 
again to the face and figure whose inter- 
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esting charm it sought with growing 
anxiety and deepening tenderness. Adol- 
pha^s heart trembled under its profound 
expression. With all Meeta's insinuated 
details throbbing in hermemor}^ she was 
soon unable to doubt that she was be* 
loved ; and this, overpowering conviction, 
left her without the force to shun a repe* 
tition of such sweet sensations. 

Aremberg, meanwhile, sensible to this 
passivenesst and at moments surprizing 
, looks which identified Adolpha with 
Eustatia, no longer reasoned^ reflected, 
or acted as he was wont. He was sud- 
denly plunged in a delicious dream of 
unexpected felicity ; and abandoning hi^ 
whole being to the blis^ of present emor 
tions, felt his soul and Adolpha's gradually 
flowing into each other, without having 
courage to ask himself, whither both 
tended? 

A love so begun^ a love so nobly pressed 
upon him by the Providence which willed 
him to become the confidant of Adolpha's 
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wdrthiest purposes, even the spirit of 
Eustatia might have smiled on and ap- 
proved. Meeta watched the progress of 
these two virtuous hearts, with weeping 
delight; careful not to awaken either to a 
resumption of those embarrassments and 
reserves which had so^ long kept them 
asunder, and thirsting for the moment of 
their final explanation. 

The third week since Muhldenau's 
departure waa drawing to a close, and 
all Madame Krazau's affairs , nearly ar- 
ranged, when Meeta, whose anxiety to 
hear of her father was increased by the 
silent,^ but evident anxiety of Ar^mberg,. 
retired to her own room earlier thaa 
usual one evening, to await Esther's se- 
cret return from the house of the pro- 
testant merchant to whom her father had 
i^eferred her for information. After long 
expectation, Esther at length appeared; 
some dreadful tale spoke in her darkened 
face: Meeta knew not how she liv^d- 
through the recital of it^ Her father, she 
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heard, was at that moment in the state- 
prison at Prague. Assisted by one of the 
concealed friends to religious toleration 
yet resident in Bohemia, Muhldenau had 
successfully executed his mission; having 
gained easy entrance ta the deserted 
hunting-lodge, found, and secured the 
papers desired : but falling into the hands^ 
of more acute or less good-natured impe^ 
rialists than some he had before eluded, 
he was questioned, seized, searched ; the 
important papers found upon him; and 
he carried to Prague itself as a prisoner 
of importmicc His ^ite,. whether consi- 
dered as a sp3r, or merely a? an active 
partizan of the Unfortunate Palsgrave's 
tamily, was^ certain: death, ignominious 
death, was the punishment inflicted by 
the Imperial mandate upon all such o^em 
ders. A day, an hoar, might decide his 
destiny, •*- a moment's delay, and Meeta 
might never again behold her father. 

For a single instant, she stood stupefied 
and speechless; then starting into action^, 
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through the very force of her despair-— . 
for hope she had none — she called on 
Esther not to obstruct I>er resolution of 
going immediately to share her father's 
fate» since to live after he had suffered a 
violent death was impossible to heii 
Never should those grey locks, that had 
become white with care for her, go down 
on a scaffdd, without his Meeta^s heart 
being by, to break at the dismal sight 
Her aim, she confessed to Esther, was to 
reach that dear parent without loss of 
time ; it would be the business of those 
she left behind, to make other efforts, 
wider ones, for saving his life. 

Esther was not slow to catch her fran- 
tic purpose ; and more alive to immediate 
apprehension, than prophetic of remote 
co&sequencea, she offered, without hesi* 
tation, to accompany and protect her. 

Their preparations were quickly made. 
Meeta scrawled a hasty billet to Aremberg 
and Adolpha, stating h^r father's situation, 
lier own flight to him, and her reliance on 
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them and other friendj* for every possible 
attempt to save that honoured parent's 
life. She besought them to waste no 
time upon her, but to labour for Muhl- 
denau's liberation ; assured that Wherever 
he was, his daughter would sooner or 
later, be found by those that sought 
them. This note Meeta left upon her 
table } and trembling in every fibre, lest 
any one should observe and obstruct their 
way, she rapidly descended from her 
apartment, stole out unperceived with 
Esther, and hurried in breathless dieli- 
riousness of mind, to the distant abode of 
the Bohemian Queen's secret agent. 

The astonished Saxon for some time 
attempted to dissuade so young and 
lovely a creature, from the rash act she 
meditated. He assured her, that he hisid 
dispatched information of the sad cir* 
cumstance to the Hague, whence every 
probable engine would be set at work to 
reclaim the minister of Mariendorpt as a 
subject of the States^General ; and ad^ 
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vised her to wait the issue of sucli inter-fc^ 
fereoce. Meeta smiled dismaliyy shud-^ 
dered, and renewed her solicitationsr 
Won at length by the resistless eloquence 
of her tears, hfe consented to aid her 
wish of getting to Prague, and remem- 
bering an honest Israelite, who traf- 
ficked in Aussig wine, and frequently 
carried it beyond Prague, he proposed 
placing her add her intrepid attendant,^ 
properly disguised, under his protection* 
The man in question lived at Peterswalda ; 
and thither this active partisan actually 
conveyed Meeta and l^sther that v^ry 
night; there they were transferred to 
the guidance of a second stranger; and 
s^ted in ar mean watgon, eoinmenced 
their mournful journey, f elying solely on 
his honest, though dull countenance, 
and on the goodness of that gracious- 
Being, from whom Meeta implored pity 
£^r herself, and life for her father. 
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CHAP. IX- 

What would have been the feelings of 
Madame Roselheim, had she kndwn the 
real situation of all the persons dearest 
to her in life, thus widely^ fearfully scat- 
tered ! Happily the knowledge of drcum- • 
stances destined to wring her heart, did 
not reach her solitude for several weeks 
after they had taken place; that blessed 
period was left to the recollection of an 
event which occurred to herselfi aiid. 
which formed, she hopqd, the biasis of 
her future happiness, and that of Rupert. - 
Unsuspicious of the attachment be- 
tween Aremberg and Adplpha, she yet 
speeded the departure of the former 
when summoned to Dresden, anxipus 
that his judicious counsels should h& 
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nigh, to enlighten their young cousin, and 
to facilitate her return to the afiectionate 
and grateful family at the parsonage. 
Through Meeta's eyes, she hoped to be- 
hold her son : for she fondly 'believed it 
impossible that those two d^ar objects 
should be permitted to approach so near 
each other, without some foxtunate 
diance bringing them yet nearer j — ^and 
little suspecting the perilous nature of 
Muhldenau's journey, she looked forward 
to their general re-union, at no distant 
period, with a chastened, yet lively joy, 
which filled her lonely sitting-room with 
numberless delightful visions. Aremberg 
had been gone some time, and his first 
letter read and discussed between Mr. 
Vfilnderhoven and Madame Roselheim, 
when, on the departure of the latter gen- 
tleman, she was remaining near the open 
saslied-door of the now deserted parlour, 
buried in sweet but serious thought, 
when the approach of a covered boat on 
the canal, to the landing steps of the gar- 
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den, all at once attracted her attention^ 
The vessel paused under the bank ; some 
one got out of it, and ascended the steps. 
Madame Roselheimroused, and advanced 
beyond the porch of the door : her beat- 
ing heart asked, if that were not possible 
to be Rupert* After looking round an 
instant^ either to note the place, or to see 
tf'he was observed, the person advanced 
with a rapid step } his %ure was tall, 
and though closely enveloped in dark 
drapery, was singularly noble. Madame 
Roselheim stood gazing on it, as if root- 
bound ; — one conviction growing on her 
aa she gazed, till it became certainty : 
then regaining with haste and difficulty * 
the placd she had quitted, her senses fail- 
ing her as she did so, she sunk completely 
deprived of life upon a seat. 

When she revived, she found herself 
supported on the breast of some one 
whose whole frame shook with some 
pov<?erful passion : a hand clasped hers, a 
breathing rested upon her cheek, which 
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for sixteen years' had visited them but in 
naemory. As she: evinced returning con- 
seiouMiess by a heavy sigh, a heavier sigli 
answered her: the past, the present, 
flashed on her at that sound, and awaking 
to complete consciousness, with a dism^^i 
shiver, she averted her head, and faintJy 
struggled herself free. .. ^ 

The stranger then sunk down at b^r- 
feet. " Henrietta,*' said a voice sad^ in- 
terruptied, '}^of silver sweetness, " these - 
guilty arms wMI ^bon clasp only the 
sacred cross : — deny them not ^one par* 
doning — last embrace !*' 

Madame Roseil>eim started at these :, 
words : slie was aboiit to speak, to look ; 
upoil her husband, but afraid of her own / 
weakness — afraid of forgetting tliat a 
gulph was now between them, which- ■ 
neither must pass on this side eternity, 
she clasped her hands over her eyes, witb 
a^uflfocated groan, and remained silent. 
As silferit, yet more convulsed with in- . . 
wjard struggle Rhinegravestein iiistened ^ 
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his Kps to the hem of her garment : her 
tears meanwhile, flowed in streams 
through her fingers, and her choking 
sighs were interrupted by short gasping 
petitions to Heaven, for strength to sup- 
port a moment which she was thus des- 
tined to go through alone. 

"You will not speak to me!" de^ 
manded Rhinegravestein, at length j «« I 
haVe sinned then, beyond even your 
mercy ! — what am I to look for, at the 
hand of an offended God?" and rising 
precipitately, he would have retired as 
abruptly, had not Madame Roselheim 
faintly articulated his name. He turned 
at the sound of that voice so long un- 
heard, and never heard but in the days of 
his true happiness, and throwing himself 
again on the ground, pressed his fore, 
head to it in an agony of remorse and 
regret. 

"Julian !'» she repeated after a whije, 
endeavouring to collect her scattered 
powers, and to meet this trialas she 
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ought, ** What is it brings you here, to 
one so long forgotten ?" 

"Forsaken! you would have said, 
Henrietta," rejoined her husband with 
gloomy wildness, " but you are avenged. 
I have lived to become the scofQ and 
horror of the woman for whpm I gave 
up all this treasure of love and Ipveli- 
ness.^— Yes, Henrietta, — lovely, —lovely 
even bow!'' he gazed; softened; and 
sighed £^3 he gazed. 

Madame Roselheim answered only by 
increashig tremblings : but slowJy un- 
locking her hands from before her e}^s, 
was raising her head to Iqok once more 
upon the husband of her youth, when 
discemingv her purpose, he drew th^ 
hood of his cloak with frightful haste 
completely over his face, though hitherto 
it had shrouded every f^^ture ^cept his 
eyes. The lingering frailty of the ad- 
mired Jlhinegrave^tein, spoke in that 
actic»i^ << Henriett^i,'' he exclaimed^ 
<*you must never look on me agaial r— 



OF ii4^afi;Ni>0]iPT. 363 

^1 that you loved and honoured in this 
once boasted face— » all whicfa a base 
spirit grossly worshipped there, is shat- 
tered r^ defaced — blotted out ! — the 
idol, broke, and the scM^did worshipper 
^pmmadlit in the dust ! — Mighty Heaven 
that I should have lived so long but the 
puppet of a woman's ^es ! -^ Henrietta, 
the womsLXX I ipeak o^i looked on me thus 
in ruins^ whea^ the grasp of death — aw- 
ful death, was on me^^*— she was my 
wife — I had made her my wife ''^ I 
thought her my wife — Yet i — it was 
just— it was retribution.'* — 

Comprehending at the same moment 
the wreck <^her hmband's persiHi, and the 
crudi outrage inflicted upon hk feeim^s^ 
Madame Roselheim drew a convulsive 
st^, white her face fell upon her arm, as 
it now rested on that erf* the dmir i^be sat 
in« It was Icmg before she found voice 
to exclaim, ^ O Julian, had the heart 
never changed ! — ths^ £tee, dear, dear, 
as it was to me,*' -^ tears dnmnedYhe 
R « 
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tender sentiment ere it was uttered^ 
Rhin^ravestein suddenly drew closely 
towards her — he sighed, alniost passion- 
ately, several times } then subduing the 
Hxihfillowed feeling even of this purest 
earthly lover he said in a solemn tone, 
<< Heaven is just : rather let ine say. 
Heaven is merciful; The vain distinc- 
tion on which I sometimes prided myself, 
was the demon of my life ; it tempted me 
to evil «-^ it tempted evil ta seek me-*- 
ought I not to bless the Almighty 
breath that has withdrawn it ? The wo- 
man for whose frantic passion and pomp 
of power, I bartered your affection and 
my own soul, claimed gratitude for her 
supposed devotedness; some weak touch 
of pity too, would always have staid 
my better purpose : but she herself , dis- 
owned those ties, by the savage dis*- 
dain with which she herself cut the 
fatal knot that bound us, and .again I am 
y<mrs and Heaven's !'* 

<< Mine !'' repeated JMadame Rosel- 
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helm, her voice dying within her, and 
her frame shrinking into itself. 

Rhinegravesteih checked, and awed, 
stood several minutes contemplating hen 
He drew a^ profound sigh : then walked 
from her awhile, and returning to her 
side with a stronger effort at self-coiib- 
mand than he had yet made, imxe 
distinctly explained the purport of his 
visitation, and the purpose of his souk«-^ 
The first was to obtain her forgivenessr^ 
by cpnvincing her that he now merited 
iU The second was, his fii^m resolution of 
retiring into a monastery, and there de- 
dicating the remainder of his life to the 
exercises of severe piety, and the educa- 
tion of Julian* He had chosen, he said, 
the country where he had first known 
happiness, for the scene of his penitence ; 
and reserving only the customary moiety 
of his own large possessions, for charity 
able uses, he had made equal distribution 
betweefa his two sons, of all that properly 
belonged to himself. The lordship of 
B 3 



S66 THE VILLAGE 

Rhin^ravestein went with the revenue 
belonging to it, to him, whom imperiai 
law pronounced the heir : and upon him 
also, eventually must devolve the splendid 
dowry of his mother. But there were cer- 
tain lands in the Lower Palatinate, origi- 
nally possessed by the ancestors of Rhine- 
gravestein, and since bestowed on him- 
self, which might be given to another ; 
and these Rhinegravestein had transferred 
to Rupert, in the writing w^ch together 
with the title of his wife's deserted estate 
in Bohemia, he now laid at h^ feet ; 
offering it, as at once the pledge of his 
own sincerity, and the test of her forgive- 
ness. The terms in which he did this— ^ 
the affecting details which he gave of the 
warring feelings which that dear son*s 
conduct had caused in himself; the fer- 
vor with which he spoke of his filial vir- 
tues, and noWe reputation; the anguish 
of spirit with which he mourned his own 
sins against him, left no room in Madame 
Roselheim's heart, for considerations of 
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ought connected with worldly blame ot 
praise: she looked but to the judgmen^t 
of the one great Being. The husband and 
the &ther, renouncing his riches and hOi 
noursy and about to pronounce a solemn 
vow, which must divorce him for ever 
from earthly things, was to her, as if on 
the bed of death : her tears dried up j 
while with awed feelings, she took these 
poor atonements from the hand she 
longed to press to her quivering lips and 
bleeding heart. Rhinegravestein pro- 
ceeded to thank her for her tenderness 
to Julian ; and to entreat their son's con- 
tinued love for that dear child, after his 
father should have withdrawn from that 
world, where he must one day fill a dis« 
tinguished situation, and require some 
guiding hand. He then asked her more 
earnestly, if she forgave him, and would 
pray for that peace for him, which only 
Heaven could bestow ? " Pray too, Hen- 
rietta," he said, " against your own dear 
self! pray that your unhappy husband 

R 4f 
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may not carry with him into the satfctti^ 
ary of his God, the guilty desiife cflfdedi- 
catiiig his penitent life to her he sinned 
against ! — the wish is here — here,'* — * 
striking his breast. " I fed it quicken- 
ing within me ! — just punishment of my 
fortner intoxication ! this^ will ^ be tt^ 
thorn, Henrietta, when i/our* blam^I^Sd 
h^art is pillowed on down ; apd whenyt^tf 
think of Rhingravestein^ but as angels 
in Heaven, look down upon repentant sin-* 
ners' on eartb. But if prayer, if peMnce 
— if knees worn with supplicatioD, may 
avail, a Savionr's hand will extract that 
thorn at last, and I shall forget th^ vain 
yearning of this parting moment, for one 
last, one dear embrace !" 

The tone in which Khingravestein ut- 
tered these words, pierced to Madame 
Roi^elhelm's soul } but it banished no re-* 
turning recollection : it rather recalled 
every agitating event of their united and 
separated lives, and at once led her, and 
repelled herefrom Ins arms. Yet it wa^ 
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tl^ voice of long-past years ; it was the 
last time she would bear that voice through 
years to cocae ! The weakness of tender- 
ness, andihe dread of wrong, shook her 
whple.&ame: Rhinegravestein, in eager 
observation of her emotion, uhcohscioiisly 
suffered thQ hood of his cloak to fall back ; 
and as Madame Roselheim turned her 
extinguishing eyes upon bis face, and- 
saw the rpin there, she uttered a dismal 
cry, exdaiming, as she fell upon his neck^ 
" If this be sin — pardon me, Heaven!*' 



Madame Roselheim was conscious to 
nothing after this moment, till she found 
herself many, many days afterwards, on 
her own bed,^ with Jemima sitting calmly . 
beside her at work. The various emo- 
tions which had succeeded to her accept- 
ance of her husband's contrition, had 
been too numerous, too rapid, too extra- 
ordinary, to leave distinct traces behind ; 
and when he tore himself aWay, on the 
R 5 
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appearance of a servant, temporary m- 
sensibility, and subsequent bKs^l deli- 
rium, had wholly suspended membry, if 
not feelMg, for this long period* 

On recovering consciousness, all the 
grief and gladness of the late amazing 
scene rushed upon her soul, overwhelm- 
ing it with a mixture of pity and joy for 
her husband) of regret, of transport, of 
gratitude for herself and Rupert* Though 
exchanging the acclaim of multitudes for 
the silence of a cloister, and the pomp 
of a noble for the humiliations of a peni- 
tent J though bleeding with a wound he 
blushed to feel, since it was inflicted by 
a hand he scorned; Rhinegravestein was 
far less an object of grief and compassion 
to his wife, than in his day of full-blown 
prosperity. She believed him now en- 
tering the path to that heaven where she 
hoped to meet him, though by a different 
road ; and if no longer her*s, he was no 
longer her rivals. Rupert too, might 
now seek his father's blessing, and re- 
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ceive his gifts without degradatidia : 
Julian might share his innocent heart 
amongSt them: and thus, there might 
" be joy on earth, as in heaven,'* over 
"the one sinner that repenteth.** 

As this long-suSering woman threw 
herself on her knees to utter thanks- 
givings for such signal mercies, and to 
pray for the safety and return of those 
who were absent from her, she felt more 
powerfully than ever, that the true 
Christian is npver left alone, without 
a sympathising friend } and that it is only 
they, who, with keen • sensibilities, have 
yet no habit of communion with their 
God, that can be said to know the com" 
plete solitude of the soul. 

This Madame Roselheim kne\¥ not : 
and so, passed with her, days and weeks 
that were clouding over the heads of the 
absent, and bringing to them woe and 
desolation. 
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Meeta arrived at the goal of her journey, 
about the hour when the market people 
from the country were entering the city 
with their articles of barter. Something 
afraid of taking a personal share in the 
perplexities his companions might en- 
counter, their guide contented himself 
with giving them a verbal recommends 
ation to an artisan in the small town^ 
(as a division of Prague is called,) whom 
he knew to be at heart a Protestant, and^ 
having served in the army, something of 
a linguist: having 'previously instructed 
Esther how to conduct herself and her 
yoiithful charge to escape observation, he 
bade them adieu, and precipitately left 
them to their fate- 

Meeta was wrapt in a coarse woollen 
cloak, purposely procured, which, with 
the basket she held, containing a needful 
change of raiment, enabled her to pass 
among the crowd of country people for 
one of themselves : Esther's early habits 
rendered it easy for her to assume their 
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plodding air and straitrforward gait ; and 
she had provided herself with an open 
basket of ordinary vegetable^. Pushing 
through the crowded gates, with the coti* 
fident step of one familiar with* the en* 
trance, she entered without diflSeultyj 
and careful not to display her ignorance 
of the streets, aware that the house they 
30ught, lay in the quarter they were al- 
ready in, she went on without hesi* 
tation^ turning away from the bridge 
across the Moldaa which connects the 
two towns, searching out certain large 
builcUngs which were to constitute the 
stars of their course. «Meeta follow-* 
ed her, all pale^ aghast^ and tramu* 
lous : her senses, even yet, were scat- 
tered } and the grasp qf mortal grief .was 
still on her heart. What her aim vi(as; 
beside that of. reaching her father, ^he 
knew not; she followed, perhaps, in 
part, the instinct of a child ac[CU8tom^ 
to believe their parents' arms a i^eljter 
from every calamity. Alaii ! Meeta hj^ 
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never known a moment till now, in 
which those arms could not have given 
her protection, or, at least, have awakai- 
ed hope, if they were not able to ensure 
comfort ! She now hurried onward by the 
side of Esther, whose chief care was to 
shdter her companion's wild looks and 
8u£S>cating sighs, from passing observ- 
ation. Their seardi of the carpenter's 
house to which they were bound, was pro- 
longed by their incapability of asking ques- 
tions; neither of them knowing Bohemian: 
they were, however, fortunate enough to 
discover it at last ; and delivering the 
token given them for that purpose, and 
saying whom they brought it from, they 
were mystically welcomed into a back 
apartment. Meeta had no time to waste 
in caution ; at once, she disclosed herself 
in German, and asked if her father were 
indeed a prisoner, and if — her almost 
breaking heart, interrupted the question. 
The good people of the house mechani* 
cally fastened their door, as they saw 
4 



OF MABIBNDOH^T. S?^ 

their stranger-guest give way to this pas- 
sion of sorrow j but they hastened to give 
her the information she sought, Muhl* 
denau was confined, they said, in the 
White Tower : having providentially ex- 
cited the compassion of the governor's 
daughter, who was touched with the sight 
of his grey hairs, as he passed under her 
window to his prison, she had made it 
her suit, that the usual rapidity of martial 
law might be staid a while, till the unfor- 
tunate person could let some of his friends 
know of his situation, and the Emperor*s 
rigor be perhaps softened by their means. 
This interposition had happily retard- 
ed his fate, for the Governor had pro- 
longed his indulgences as much as pos^ 
sible, by sending finally to know the 
Imperial will, concerning the person upon 
whom the papers he forwarded were 
found secreted ; but whose case involved 
some diflSculty. Although he confeissed 
himself a native of the Palatinate, he 
called himself a naturalized subject of 
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the States-General ; and though papers of 
the late Palsgrave's were found on hira,. 
they.were not of a treasonable nature : 
besides which, his open declaration of 
Protestantism was not punishable, since 
the crime of preaching its doctrines in 
any country subject to the Emperor, was 
not attributed to him. Thus, unless actual 
guilt against public or private safety 
Could be proved on the prisoner, his exe-; 
cutioQ might embroil Austria and Hol- 
land, without serving the Imperial inte- 
rest in any way. These conside^rations, 
however, were not expected to prevail 
either with Austria or Bavaria, whose 
gloomy intolerance and ferocious spirit of 
vengeance, increased with the vexations 
of an unprosperous campaign. Count 
Rhinegravestcin's retirement from public 
life, the carpenter added, was to be 
lamented, even by the Protestants against 
whom he fought, as he was always known 
to temper the severe councils of his 
august masters, and to have the powerful 
3 
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argument of money Or service in his will, 
and at his command, on such occasions. 
At Rhinegravestein's name,, a gleam of 
hope shot across the waste of Mecta*s 
soul : if he had any influence left, and if 
Rupert would ask it ! Surely for her fa- 
ther's life, Rupert mi^ht solicit even his 
father, without degradation! She now 
hastily enquired where the hostile armies 
were ? and heard with transport, that the 
advanced guard of General Konigsmark's 
was supposed to be somewhere on the 
Weisse. To seek Rupert herself, was 
impossible : not to her delicacy — for all 
the trammels of this world were vanish- 
ed from the eyes of Meeta — but it was 
impossible for her to leave the place that 
contained |ier threatened father. She 
threw herself upon Esther's breast, be- 
seeching her to give her the last tribute 
of her love, by going in search of Rupert, 
and telling him the condition of her fa- 
ther. The danger and diflSculty of such 
an errand for Esther, Meeta lost sight 
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of J in this fearful hour she saw nothing 
fout the axe suq^nded over the head, 
most dear, most honoured. Alas ! how 
selfish do we become, when danger 
threatens those we love beyond ourselves! 
Esther venerated Muhldenau, and be* 
sides cherished a proud consciousness of 
her own value on great occasions : she 
left Meeta no leisure for recollection of 
the risk to which she was exposing a 
mere domestic ; and frowning their asto* 
nished host into silence, as he would have 
exclaimed against this extraordinary 
rashness, she asked some needful ques* 
tions; then taking, after a short hesitation, 
part of Meeta*s slender purse, farvently 
commended her to the care of these 
friends of an hour, and to the blessing of 
Heaven, and vanished on the instant* 

Left to herself, Meeta's first act was 
to request her charitable entertainer to 
conduct her to her father's prison. It 
was in vain that the good carpenter ar- 
gued the impossibility of her obtaining 
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entrance, or his own utter inability to 
smooth her way, poor and obscure as he 
was. With some embarrassment, he ex- 
pressed a hope that she would be careful 
not to compromise his safety and that of 
his wife, by any indiscretion; for if it 
were known with ivhom she lived in 
Prague, she must consent to pass for a 
casual lodger, of whose concerns he knew 
nothing; and permit him to save his 
family from ruin, by denying her pro^ 
ceedings, if ever those proceedings 
brought his political sentiments into 
question. 

This intimation was the first <:ircum- 
stance which recalled Meeta to consider- 
ation of others : she started at the selfish* 
ness of her phrenzied sorrow ; and knew 
not whether she ought not to hasten after 
Esther^ and withdraw her from the forlorn 
hope, on which she had just sent her. 
Her filial anguish could only be silenced 
a moment, in her heart ; and wringing 
her hands in passionate petition to Hea- 
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Yen, she promised all that the good 
Bohemian asked of her, with reference to 
the security of bis household ; and obey- 
ing his directions of shrouding her attrac- 
tive face and figure more closely, she 
went, with the rapidity of light, i^i search 
of her father's dismal dwelling. The 
state prison was easily found i and Meeta's 
first attempt to gain admittance, waa by 
addressing a sentinel belonging to one 
of the Bavarian regiments, on duty in 
Prague. At first she was repulsed with 
rough indifference} and at length lis- 
tened to, in pity to heryoyth and extreme 
distress. From this soldier she learned, 
that there could be no entrance without 
a direct order from the ipiUtary governor. 
Poor Meeta flew to the government 
house : to gain access there, was impos- 
sible. After various vain applications to 
each of the many inferior oflBcers, who 
adroitly shifted the persecution of her 
, tears, and the responsibility of yielding 
to them, to those above them, she re- 
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ceived the same withering answer from 
all. The person she sought permission 
to visit, they said, was a state criminal 
and a Protestant ; imperial severity was 
unrelenting against both characters ; and 
as such, the governor of Prague could 
not be solicited on such a subject, by any 
one of a rank inferior to his own. 

Meeta returned to her friend the car- 
penter, distracted and desperate. She 
had now no hope, but in the humanity of 
the lady whose interference had already 
delayed the fate of Muhldenau ; and to 
ascertain her home and residence, she 
put all her host's small means of info;*m« 
ation at work. It cost so obscure and 
timid an individual, the diligent enquiry 
of several days, ere he discovered pre- 
cisely, thai the lady in question was not 
the daughter of the governor, but the 
wife of a Baron Idenstein, whose re^. 
ment formed part of the garrison ; and 
that being some how connected with the 
governor, she had a tolerable degree of 
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influence over him. Unhappily ignorant 
that her Rupert had ever known a Baron 
Idenstein, Meeta hastened to tliis lady^s 
residence -— the government house itself. 
What was her anguish of disappointment^ 
to leans, that the governor was ill of a 
fever, the Baroness too close in attend*- 
ance upon him to be harassed with foreign 
subjects of interest, and the Baron him- 
self not returned from a military mission 
on which he had been sent previous to 
the arrest of Muhldenau ! 

Day after day Meeta haunted the 
courts of the government house, implor- 
ing some one, only to carry her brief 
petition to the Baroness* But the c^cious 
duly of »me, and the wanton power of 
others, made every one deny her pr^ers; 
and soon she had nothing more to offer : 
for her slender purse was quickly ex- 
haustedby the imprudent lavishness of 
the first misapplied bribes with which she 
sought to buy entrance into the White 
Tower. That plea^ which, as the last^ she 
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deemed irreststU)le, dangerous as it m%ht 
prove to herself, — the fact of her be- 
ing the daughter of the aged prisoner 
served but to steel some hearts against 
her suiti which might otherwise have 
melted to it. While some shook her off, 
through cruel indifference to the fate of 
one professing a different form ^f worship 
from their own, others shrunk away 
through fear of incurring suspicion of 
heresy, or dreading displeasure f<H: their 
ill-placed compassion. 

Ever as Meeta returned across the 
dreary •— to her eternal bridge, which led 
from the centre o£ the city toits humbler 
outskirts she dragged her weary limbs 
to the prison of h©r father : wandering 
under its mournful wall, like some dis^* 
Inal ghost; or passing whole hour?, im- 
moveable, on the st^s that led up to it^ 
like one afflicted with incurable lunacy.*-^ 
^-£vei^ thought seemed, even to herself 
absorbed in one : but others toiled with^ 
m her ince0santly. The images of Ea- 
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pert, of his mother, of Aremberg, of the 
devoted Esther, haunted her day and 
night : still with reference only to th^ir 
poAver of saving her father's life. She 
would have abhorred herself, could she 
have felt one fear, or indulged one regret 
that had any other object than this vene- 
rated parent. She shuddered to remem- 
ber the fond visions she had formerly in« 
dulged in, of love and happiness j and 
Irhenever she ventured to think of Ru- 
pert, it was only in connection with de- 
solation and death. ^ 

With the wretched, every day takes 
something from their stock of hopes and 
wishes ; as despondency gains oti them^ 
these go out, one by one : notjiing re- 
places hope: till at length all their ex- 
pectations are bounded to the solitary 
consolation, of seeing the termination 
ifeey are sure must arrive, delayed a day 
—-an hour. Thus, within the short space 
ofeight days, a wilderness oi time^ to her 
that marked every instant of it by a 
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keener pang, -^ poor Meeta's heart had 
nothing left to throb for, except the daily 
blessing of learning at the prison-g^€,' 
that no order hSid yet arrived for the ex- 
ecution of the prisoner. Sometimes the 
fire of a bolder hope would suddenly bla;ee 
up in her soul, and extinguish ab sud« 
denly. If Rupert had prevailed upon his 
powerful father to interpose ! if Arem« 
berg had conceived any effectual mode 
of saving him ! but neither of these dear 
friends appeared to interpose. Perhaps 
Esther might have fallen into bands in- 
clined to deal as hUrshly with her, as they 
had done with her honoured master ; Ru- 
pert might have perished in some en* 
counter with the en^ny !** 
: Meeta's soul returned to ** the shadow 
of death*' once more. 

On the ninth morning of her residence 
in Prague, in answer to her uniform ques- 
tioning, her sorrowing host confessed 
tiiat one of his custon^ers who lived near 
the gOvernmen#-house, assured him that 
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it messenger from the Imperial Court had 
reached it, late the preceding night, and 
it V9AS feared with an order for the exe* 
cution of the Protestant minister, within 
three days. This severity was said to be 
occasioned by the angrj state of the Em- 
peror's mind, who had only just heard 
the news of two signal defeats^ sustained 
by his troops and those of Bavaria, in 
despite of Montecuculi's science, and the 
Prince of Wirtemberg's marvellous per* 
aonal courage, either at Summerhausen 
or Lauvingen ; Meeta's informant knew 
not exactly which. But Meeta was no 
longer by, to hear what he conjectured : 
she had flown with the rapidity of mad- 
ne$s^ to the doors whence she had bean 
repulsed so oflen ; and finding there but 
a single servant of a smiling aspect^ she 
flung herself at his feet, telling her name 
and ^ituatiouu ^nd imploring him, in the 
awful name of their Creator, either iq 
a(|mit her to the presence of his lady, or 
to cari^ her a few lines, which she would 
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write on the spot/ provided the Baroneis 
were still in attendance upon her sick 
rdative. 

Alfis the smile on which Meeta built 
her hope, Avas that of self-conceit only ! 
the pampered menial carelessly confirmed 
the truth of the report about the Empe- 
ror's decision, adding, with a contemptu« 
ous glance at her defaced habiliments, 
that it was not for gentlemen in his situ- 
ation, to lacquey the messages of rebels 
and paupers. If there had been the 
slightest chance of a suitable reward, he. 
added, he might have carried a message 
or a letter. 

Meeta convulsively owned that she was 
destitute of the means ; that she had al- 
ready parted, for similar purposes, with* 
every thing belonging to her, except the 
very garments she wore : •* Yet she had 
one or two rich friends/* she added, "and 
if they knew her distress j** -— she wirung 
her hands as she spoke, in bitterness 
of soul. The whiteness of those uncovered 
. s S 
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hands and aitnsi evidently struck the 
riian, for he exclaimed, " Let us see what 
sort of face you have to bribe with !'* 
and snatching off the large hat with which 
J3he had hitherto wholly screened her fea- 
tures, the violence of the action pulled 
down and scattered her hair, covering 
her, even more completely, with its abund- 
ant tressies, than if a veil had been thrown 
oveirher. 

i " Nothing left !** exclaimed the venal 
wretd), " by the mass ! a fortune in this 
glorious . hair ; — why don't you sell it, 
and give a pretty fellow like me, the 
purchase money, by way of dQuceur!^ — 
Your petition should be on my lady's 
toilet, ten minutes afterwards." 

Me^ta eifgerly asked if he were serious ; 
and remembering how often in Hdland, 
she had seen advantageous traffic mzA^s^ 
this natural ornament, by the country 
girls, her heart opened to the joy of 
hope. The servant was as much sur- 
prised at the facility with which a. young 

7 
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^ipeaUire agreed to paii^ith her beautir 
ful tr^esses, as she was to find that he 
would indeed accept them, as an equiva* 
ient for actual money : and hastily fol- 
lowing his lead, slie went with him into 
one of the cloistered courts of the build- 
iag, fH- oiie xarely frequented, and liow 
i>ocupied solely by a sentinel, and there 
«iuiFered him to cut off, and c^iri^y away 
the prize he. coveted. As she replaced 
tbe many folds of that beautiful hair, by 
the linen handkerchief from her bonnet., 
and drew the short remnant of its silky 
waves forward, to hide her. shrinking- 
^ce, for an instant she thought of Ri^r 
pert. She remembered, how often, in 
the .da3rs of their unspoken attachment, 
Julian ui^d to. sit on her knee at Mariei)* 
dorpty making a tent of this hair, and as 
be threw back. its dark curtains, how 
ofien her heart had throbbed at the 
expression of Rupert's rivetted eyes^, 
flow dear had such moments rendered 
these forf(^ited tresses to Meeta ! but 
s 3 
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they were parted with to buy entrance 
to her father! <*If I could sell this 
vaunted white and red^ ako!'^ she ex- 
claimed; the pacing sentind^ halted close 
beside her^ as she spoke, and the reflec«- 
tion of her face from the polished steel 
of his cuirass, showed her that she had 
no longer blooming cheeks to think o£ 
Not even a transient sigh followed this 
discoirery* Her spirit sprung after the 
few lines she had written i with pencil 
and a shaking hand to the Baroness 
Idenstein. 

Her mercenary friend app^u^ as if 
he had a consci^ice ; or perhaps he, was 
inhagie to get free, and ascertain the 
vsdue of his extraprdinaiy donation, for 
he returned ^ quickly, and beckoning 
Meeta, told her in a whimper, tlmt his 
lady would actually admit her. to her 
presence. He then charged her, as she 
valued his future- good office^ to keep 
the secret of the douceur which. bought 
them : and vaunting his own influence^ 



OF MARIJBNDORPT. ^SQl 

Vis highly as he extolled his own good 
nature for thus troubling his lady in such 
a matter the very first day of the gover* 

'norjs convalescencei he conducted her 
through long passages and solemn halls, 
lo a more cheerful part of the govern* 

; meAt^hoiisei where ushering her into am 
aritirolomi he left her to apprize the 
BaroAess. 

' When this person shut the door, Meeta 
fdfc scarcely able to support the fearfbl 
agitation <^ that moment : her heart beat 
with intermitting force ; one instant so 
violently ^at it seemed beating its way 
through her slehder side ; and the next^ 
entii^ly motionless. In this tumult of 
many hcfpes ahd fears, she thre^ herself 
on her knees, and wqs about to ask the 
iassistance of a Higher Power, when the 
door opened sofUy, and a lady entered 
alohe : she stept back on seeing Meeta^s 
attitude, aiid an amiable blush coloured 
her delicate features. But after a mo^i 
mfent's irresolution, she came forward, 
s 4 
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and raised her from the gi^uDd ; accom- 
jpanying the action with an expression of 
iienevolent sympathy^ - , , 

Meeta was struck ^witii the Baroness's 
ftxtreme youth : but she recked not, that 
lier figure had the air of an Atalanta ; that 
her fine colour went and came,, with 
intereilting mutability ; and that her eyes, 
though now somewhat subdued by watch- 
ing, or by compassion, sfeemed naturally 
as playful and bright, as those of the 
gazelle. Meeta saw only the compas- 
sionate humidness of those eyes, and she 
felt the ready sensibility which that fluc- 
tuating complexion implied. There was 
spmething, in short, in Baroness Iden- 
stein's voice or countenance which 
brought back some agreeaUe recollec- 
tions: what these were, Meeta knew 
not ; for all was confusion within hen 
3he burst into tes^, and half sinking on 
her knees again, faltered out her pe- 
tit^n* 

The amiable stranger lifted her, up 
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once more, regretting the absence of her 
.hasI|aQ^9 i who : might . have ; been more 
serviceable on this sad occasion, than she 
could be herself. She lamentctd the 
melancholy, condition of the venerable 
jprisonerj^ whose looks had moved her so j 
^id something in approbation of his 
daughter's filial exertions, hopeless as 
they might prove ; and promising to use 
all her influence over he* restored rela- 
tive, to procure an order for Meeta's ad* 
mission to the White Tower, staid not to 
ask o^her questions than where she must 
send such an order? and evidently 
^xious to escape greater pain, glided 
avi^ay through a side entrance. ^ 

Meeta knew not whether to call the 
emotion with which she herself quitted 
the room, .the succeeding instant, h<^e 
or despair. All that^ generous pity in a 
powerful station could promise of hpp^ 
Baropess Idenstein's manner mad^ cer- 
tain : but she had said nothing of par- 
don oi; acquittal ; and she had withdrawn 
s5 
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hastily! Meeta tore her thoughts ironk 
the inff^^eace consequ^it upon this pb- 
^ervaticm* 

Baroness Idenstein proved the sinceritj 
of her pity, for in less than twa hours after 
Meeta^s return to her timid hosts^ an 
order was brought to her,^ signed by the 
governor, for her daily adrnktancei or 
entire residence with the prisoner, undeir 
certain restrictions. This was inclosed 
in a packet from the Baroness,, contain- 
ing only a small purse of money, with 
these words wrapt round it. ** Far from 
your friends, you'may find this useful/' 

Meeta scarcely saw the purse, useful 
as it might become, but she seized the 
order, as a starving wretch snatches at 
the morsel which is to save him ; and, ac- 
companied by the respectable old servant 
whom the Baroness had charged with this 
commission, she hurried to the prison. 

As she hastened along, this person re- 
spectfully expressed his commiseratfoui 
smd lamented that his master, who loved 
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his lady too passionately hot to move 
heaven and earth to pleasure her, should 
be so long detained from Prague : since 
there was one now in the city, who, 
tv^lve months before, might have giveri 
Kfe or death as he pleased; one, too, 
easily entreated to mercy ; and the early 
friend of his lord. With quivering lips, 
Meeta enquired ,this powerful, person'^ 
name. What was her joy, when he nam- 
ed Count tlhinegravestein ? What were 
her conflicting emotions, when, on ques^ 
tioning her companion further, she heard 
that Rhinegravestein was on the niorro^ 
to make public resignation of his worldly 
honours, in the church of the Clemeni 
tines, by assuming the noviciate's garb of 
that qrden It was not possible for a 
creature so ilMnstructed in the lore of 
real life, to imagine that the Genera! of 
the £lector, and Ifce champion of the 
Emperor, could renounce his power 
with his august station. She knew the 
services be had rendered to both fail 
s 6 
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titled Blasters ; she knew also, what 
splepdid distinctions had courted him to 
new services, and wider sacrifices } and 
believing that gratitude is obligation's 
shadow, her heart expanded to the hope, 
his ability and his providential presence 
seemed to authorize. 

Grief, like insanity, has not unfre^ 
guently its subtle purpose ; and equally 
afraid of being traversed in it, knows 
how to conceal it from suspicion. Meeta's 
resohition was taken, the instant she 
heard that Rupert's father was within her 
reach ; and having minutely acquainted 
herself with every local circumstance 
necessary to guide her, she bade adieu to 
her conductor at the gate of the White 
Tower, to which the order he presented, 
gave her entrance, with an appearance 
of composure, which deceived him as to 
the real state of her tmnultuous hopes and 
apprehensions. 

J^er fleet steps outran those of the 
gaoler that admitted her within the gates, 
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and would have guided her way through 
the gloomy passages of the prison : Meeta 
seamed to thread their dark intricacies by 
instinct A well-known voice arrested 
her speed at the door of a low cham- 
ber i it Was that of her father, repeating 
from memory some consdatory verses of 
Scripture. She thought he read aloud; and 
doping her hands t(^ether in an ecstacy 
Ofgrief and gladnei^, she blessed God tbat 
the consolation of his Bible was not with« 
heldfrom him. Meeta little knew the rigor 
of fanaticism ! — Turning round in breathe- 
ss haste, and putting a piece of gold 
into the hands of the gaoler, she bade 
him fasten the dpor upon her, and leave 
her to pass that jiight in his prisoner's 
sad society. The man paused a mo- 
ment } but recollecting by whose order 
she was admitted, took the money and 
retired. * 

At sight of her father leaning against 
the barred window of his desctete cham- 
ber, his thoughts evidently communing 



with heavei), she uttered & piteous cry, 
and springtug forward to throw herself on 
his neck) fell almost lifeless at his feet. 

The amazement) grief, transport, of 
Mahldenaui when he felt that beloved 
daughter in his arms whom he hoped ig^ 
norant of his sad destiny, yet whom I^ 
yearned to see, may be imagined. Sweet, 
^weet and bitter was the cup he iJmi 
drank of*! She brought comfort to hull, . 
she was seeking anguish for herself. 
Her wasted perron and altered looki^ 
told him what she had already suffered ; 
and, ever aUve to apprehension for others, 
his first question asked whether evihhad 
befallen any other object of ^ their affec* 
tion ? Meeea's hysterical assurance of 
their safety^ when she left some, and last 
teard of others, quieted his alarm : but 
she herself was so strangely altered, so 
wildly tearless, that he scarcely recog- 
nised his Meeta in the poor ghost before 
him. Her brief answer to his question, 
if she were, alone, impressed him with 
1 
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the notion that some bad failed, her ii| 
this h&fd triali on wbos^ alfection they had 
a right to anchor their dependance ; and 
at that susjncion^ the pious tranquillity of 
his. spirit gave way :^ but Meeta quickly 
re^assured him, adding her beliefi that 
each and all of these absent friends were 
making effi>rts for his release j repeating 
hoj^ratitude for the unexpected blessing 
•of Baroness. Idenstein's con^passion ; and 
kindling into something like hope, as 
she described 4:hat signal interposition of 
Providence. '^ ; t 

Muhldenau's mournful sedousness ot* 
aspect softened into tender tears^ as 
Meeta described the goodness of this 
amiable stranger, the devoted attachment 
of Esther, and all the difficulties she bad 
Iierself conquered, ere she attained the 
woeful felicity of their present meeting. 

"My childi my dear, imprudent child !'^ 
exclaimed her &thw, pressing her at 
every pause of her convulsed voic^ 
against his labouring heart j but trusting 
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himself with no further expressioQ pf t|if 
fedipgs her rash, yet tpucbiDg dpvoted- 
bess occaaioned, and aware that his dayg 
were numbered, he strove to turn her 
thoughts and his own towards the pro- 
spects and promises pf anotha: ww|d. As 
he talked to her of those sacred subjects* 
her awed soul gradually ceased itsx^stli&3$ 
ebbipg to and fro, with othar hope| 
other expectations ; submission succc 
to despair — nay, even to hope itself: 
and while, with a hum^ly-breakii^ 
heart, she felt that the hour which ter- 
minated her father's life, by a violent 
death, would be the last of her own, all 
within lier lay prostrate at the ieet of Him 
who has promised to " wipe away every 
tear, in the mansion of His Father and 
our Father/' ^ 

. Mtthlde^au then sppke more distinctly 
of iheir absent friends ; gave Meeta some 
directions rei^>ecting the disposition of his 
dender property, in qase no miracle wefe 
worthed for his preservation j andheju-d 
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with benevolent pleasure of the growing 
confidence between Aremberg and Adol- 
ph«* Many were the fond wishes he 
breathed for his daughter's future hap- 
piness with Rupert! Many his ten- 
der .messages to Madame Roselheim, 
Meeta heard him in death-like silence : 
her spirit was calm, while her father 
talked of life, only as the passage, a 
little darker or lighter, leading to eternal 
joy ; but when he spoke of it as an object 
of future anxiety, and future enjoyment, 
the flood-gates of agony again burst open, 
oyerwhelfnhig every consolation. 

jThus passed that dismal night. 

As the morning came on, Muhldenau, 
ovor*wearied with so many hours of un- 
usual agitation, and greatly weakened in 
body by fatigue, previous to his impri- 
sonment, sunk into peaceful sleep : — 
])e was yet steeped in that blessed forget- 
fulness of pain and sorrow, with his 
daughter watching over him, like some 
guardian spirit of the dead — for, alas ! 
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^be seemed no longer to belong to atight - 
living ! — when one of the gaolers enter- 
ed with the prisoner's breakfast ; and an 
unusoal stir being heard without, Meeta 
looked up, and tremblingly enquired its 
cause. She was told it was occasioned 
by the crowd hastening to the Clementine 
church, to witness the ceremony t)f 
Count Rhinegravestein's profession. 

At that name^ her purpose of the pre* 
ceding evening rushed on Meeta's reed* 
lectioii, and dreading a mom^it's delay, 
she softly withdrew from her &ther^s side ; 
won the gaoler to remain with him tdU 
he should awake } and leaving ianotber 
piece of gold in the man's hand, as he 
promised to account for her temporary 
absence in the terms she wished, she 
lodced for a moment on her sleeping 
father, then hastily retreated. 

To measure the way back to h«- hum- 
fole lodging, and write some blotted lines, 
stating her claim on Rhinegravesteih's 
attention as the betrothed of bis son. 
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«Qd the stronger ones of him she pleaded 
for» on the gratitude of Jnlian^s father, 
and then to hurry with these to the en- 
trance oP the Clementine churchy were 
the actions^ apparently, of an instant : but 
sufficient time had elapsed for the rites 
perfiurming there, to approach their con* 
elusion. Enlightened by the inform- 
ation. she had drawn out of. Baroness 
Idenstein's humane attendant, Meeta did 
not enter the church itself, but placed 
herself at the outside of a small door, 
jwhich led from the steps of the altar 
into some cloisters which the procession 
of Monks must pass, in the way back 
to their college. There, leaning her 
throbbing temples against the wall, she 
beard, without listening to, the surging 
sea of noises within, the monotonous 
chanting of the priests, the swell of the 
responses, the rush of multitudes fall* 
ing prostrate before the elevation of 
the Host, all these sounds were un* 
marked by Meeta : she was awakened 
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out of herself^ only by that deep slUU 
ness which followed the last thrilling 
appeal to the senses of Catholic worship- 
pers* Suddenly, the piercing sweetness 
f>f a choir of youthful voices, rose soar- 
ing above this solemn cloud of silence : 
it seeded tlie call of angels to the spirits 
of the awakenii^ just. An emotion un- 
utterable, undefinable; an emotion ibr 
which Mfeeta reproached herself for feel- 
ing on thte threshold of a church with 
which she had not communion, took pos- 
session of her whole being : she tremMed 
through every nerve ; and as she listened 
to the following words, momentary na- 
ture died away, and that hymii which 
had at first sounded in her ears like the 
welcoming of blessed spirits, seemed now 
but the wailings of a soul as desolate as 
her own; the cry of Rupert's sad and 
contrite father. 
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HYMN. 

Lord ! while my tears aaoint thy feet , 
Grant thou the mercies I implore ; - 

O iiail my dnsunto thy cro^Sy 
And I their weight shall feel no more ! 



4 print thme image on my heart ! 

Wake thou alone its hopes, its fears ; 
So shall I cease o'er earthly things - 

To shed these weak, these guilty tears ! -^ 

, Meeta's tears were.flowing in torrents, 
when the doors of the church suddenly 
flew back ;, and showed the procession of 
nionksp with the newly-initiated, bare- 
foot and bareheadedf carrying a crucifix 
in his hand, and walking with his eyes fix- 
ed humbly upon the ground. Meeta saw 
only the signs by which she was to dis- 
tinguish the novice, the scarred brow, and 
defaced cheek, which would have shocked 
others, made no impression upon her 
eagpr sense ; she broke thropgh the 
crowd ; and flinging herself before the 
startled Rhinegravestein, held out an 
open paper. He put it gently aside, and 
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would have passed on j but wildly call- 
ing on him in the name of his son/ to 
hear her, she held him fast by the gar- 
ment, while she rapidly told her rtame 
and errand. The flush of unquenched 
sensibility ii!i3tantaneously coloi^d the 
face of Rhinegravestein: he stopt, glanced 
with inquietude towards the Superior of 
the order, who gravely motioned him to 
receive the paper, and turning on the 
betrothed of his son, those eyes which 
had So often looked away the peace of 
others with an expression w^iich pro- 
mised ^11 they asked to hers, fell with an 
unsteady step back into the line of the 
procession. 

At that moment, the idolatry of Meeta's 
transport bent her head to the ground, 
to kiss the footsteps of Rhinegravestein ; ' 
but ere her lips touched the spot, she re-' 
collected where gratitude and glory wiere 
alone due, and she burst forth In audible 
thanksgiving to^ God; 

Not two hours after she had rejoined 
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her fi|ther» and amazed hio^ with the de^ 
tail of the K^Qe she had witnessed and 
shared iq^ ft kindly bi|let arrived from tiie 
Baroness Idenstein. It informed Meetn 
that Count JEttbinegravestein, avowing hi^ 
debt of obligations to the minister of 
Ma^jendorpty and repeating the latter's 
Christian cpnduct to one of their own 
habit, had obtained permission from hi^ 
religious superiors, to q|iit the monastery 
on the errand of mercy : that he had then 
sought the Governor of Prague, and de« 
mandef} the delay of jbhe Imperial sep^ 
tence, until he could seek the Emperor 
where he was expected pn his road to 
Pr^ue itself, and solicit pardon for the 
offender. Rhinegravestein,, confident of 
his own eventual influence, had consented 
to answer with his own life^ for any dis« 
pleasure which might arise to. the go^ 
vernor, in consequence of yielding to bias 
requesti , Baroness Id^nstein added, that 
her husband^ having rejoined the garrisoq 
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just as this interesting application bad 
been granted, had recognised with pain- 
ful satisfaction, in the name and charac- 
ter of Muhldfoiau, that of the excellent 
man with whose virtues Julian had made 
him familiar in former days ; and that he 
was therefore straining all his interest 
with those gone to meet their Soverei^ 
for the same desired end. 

It was not in man, perhaps, to resist 
the gladdening hope this letter warranted: 
it was, indeed, beyond the powei* of a 
fond father and devout Christian when 
he noted such signal marks of Divine 
favour; and witnessed the rapturous 
gratitude of His child! It seemed, as 
though Heaven's mercies must light on 
her pious head: and though he endea- 
voured to control the excess of her 
transport, he had not force to crush it 
entirely* He kissed off her grateful 
tears; and pouring out his own spi- 
rit with hers, in pious thanksgiving, 
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taught her not to depend upon the 
arm of flesh, but to lean solely on Him, 
who if he wills a crown of thorns here, 
can bestow crowns of unfading amaranth 
hereafter. 
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CHAR X. 

The evening of the second day. after tJus 
unlooked<*for ray of comfort^ brought 
B^on Idenstein himself to Muhldenau^s 
prison. That engaging aspect vrhich had 
formerly attracted Rupert's confident?, 
would alone have bespoken the regard 
of those he came to^ even had not the 
consciousness of owing all their past in- 
dulgences, to the generous pity of bis 
lady^ animated the sentiment his appear- 
smce excited. The Baron came charged 
with some pleasing news, arid while hem- 
Hounced them, his open countenance ex- 
panded into pleasure : but Muhldenau's 
attentive eye, observed that it contracted 
again, when Meeta mixed with the ex* 
pressions of her gratitude, sanguine hppi»s 
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aS Count RfahiegraT6ste!in's gucfcesd. 
Muhldeffau i^w faia own inferenee from, 
this token, and he was noft mistekeo. 

Btit the ocC£teion of this ybutog noble- 
matins visit banished consid^riitions of^ 
Ms own fate : Idenstein came to iiSfiMrm 
M^eta that^ her friends Aremberg aitd 
^Adolpha were at that moment^ in the- 
apftftmeniS ^his^wifei' "t^^ hdd tngfen 
dist&ined on^ theit "^^y fronS ©resdett; by 
^htMi b^alarmitlgiUni^dSof Adoi]Mi^i 
ttie consequenee of ber late varied \ b^ 
t^tions, and had only judt r^aid^d Piragu^l 
Aipemberg) who had used th^ intermedi* 
ate tiifte ere he left Di^sden^; id* giving 
motion to many dlbrt^ foi" saving b» 
venerable friend; fdrtuMtely bi-o«%Ht 
with him alette from a person of high 
rank in Saxony, to the governop? with^ 
this he hoped to prevail for a deday of* 
Muhldenau's punishment, until* the event 
of 'those applications^ dsewhere tould be 
aSoertflinedi -White A^olpba, with that^ 
nobl« <ion§deM6 M biirba&inatiurQ whioh ' 
^ T J8 
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was peculiar to her character, at once 
presented herself to the lady who she; , 
heard presided at the governor's house,: 
stating her interest in the sufifering father 
and daughter, and claiming her good; 
offices for them both: it is needlgss to 
say, how amiably that touching confi-^ 
dence was answered. . \ 

Meeta ; shed tears of uncontrQljable ; 
emotion, both at these prop^k of her, 
friends* unwearied affection, and at the. 
unexpected information of their being, 
already united in a bond which justified ; 
their appearance thus together. Her, 
own delicate and devoted heart explained . 
the reason of. such precipitancy. And; 
since itwas not deemed discreet, at present, 
to urge the governor too far on the score 
of indulgence, Meeta was obliged to , 
consent to quit her father a while, if she ; 
would see her friends at all. ; 

Baron Idenstein smothered a sigh of , 
unfeigned commiseration, , as she turned , 
%vith a speaking smile to her father, call-; 
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ihg on him to receive this new blessing 
of their friends' arrival, as a harbinger of 
all they prayed for. Muhldenau's forced 
smile in return, showed that he consider- 
ed it in a different light; as a mercy 
granted to smooth his path to death, for 
her dear sake. 

■ Baron Idenstein briefly mentioned his 
slight acquaintance with Rupert, (with 
whose tender relation to the persons be- 
fore him, he had been just made ac- 
quainted.) Affectionate joy shone on the 
mild brow of Muhldenau, and he turned 
his moistened eyes upon the suddenly 
downcast ones of his daughter, with a 
Jook that rendered words useless. G uess- 
ing what passed in Meeta's heart, he made 
several inquiries respecting Rupert^ 
which Baron Idenstein regretted he could 
only answer imperfectly. Their mutual 
intercourse, he said, was necessarily cut 
off by their different situations j so that 
all he now knew of his brave acquaint- 
ance, was that he was proceeding in his 
T S 
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sipfl wj^ a,t tbe present instant known to 
beiftQving on Mor^avia, th^xefore in an 
i^pposite- $lir^ctio>i to Prague. Meeta'a 
jieart sunk at this inteljigej^ce :. yet ^ 
felt hp;w vain AVQiild be the hope ^ef fil- 
ing this treasured object of .^ler^Qul, evw 
jsy^rje i^l^e camp, of th^ .genial .wilder the 
jfery w^Us Qf;the city* 
. Wfeep ^he reached the ^oveminent 
JiQpse, fipd saw there the dear, ifamiliar 
f^c^ of Areml^erg and Adolpba, she felt 
as though she had regained her haven. 
No one was there to receive her, ei^cept 
thpse two anxious friends; jfpr General 
Kleiner, the governor, had, from the first* 
requested that )iis feelings might be 
spared .personal knowledge of the v^i^e- 
rable prisoner and his daqghter ; ^and 
Baroness I4enstein had cppsiderately 
yrithdirawn ftpcn diis ?oj:ix)^ful cgeetjng. 

:Soi3p\yfu,l iijideed it wa?, on the part of 
Mpeta's frie^ids, since they had fouyd all 
t^eir own efforts to save Muhl4enau 
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fruitless; ahd th^tvere apprised of the 
small dependancSe which the military au- 
thorities at Pirague, placed updn the inter- 
ference of Count Rhinegravestein. d^iiT- 
tiers, and men of the world, kne# well 
the quality of an ambitious sovereign's 
gratitude ! But Meeta herself gave way 
to the transporting hope she fotind^d 
upon the exertions of Rupert's fiitheSr j 
and to the delight with" which she con- 
teibpkted the friend to whom she o;ived 
10^ mtrch, liie wife of one completely 
worthy of her. Adolpha, in truth, showed, 
by ^very loofc,Jand every tdne> that she 
beiieved herself the laost fortdnate of 
hakaan J>eings,andthait, but for the bittet 
.tdloy of the present threatening cialamily, 
her toaippiness and Aremberg's Would 
have been too perfect for earth. As 
she li^aied to Meeta's fond augury ot 
Madame Roselheim*a joy when qhe 
should hear what dreadful strok^ her 
husband's influence hiad averted; thebril- 
liant red which re-coloured the speakei^d 
T 4 
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altered.cheek, and the vivid brightness 
which restored beauty to her tear-wMn 
eyes, went to the inmost soul of Adolpha; 
the look which the latter's speaking eyes 
exchanged with the sadder ones of her 
husband, at that moment, almost de- 
manded permission to cast herself upon 
his neck, and weep out there her mourn- 
ful sympathy. 

, When Baron Idehsteih rejoined these 
friends, he brought a testimony of his 
considerate goodness, which none of them 
had yet ventured to hint at. la quality 
of his sacred profession, (neither he ncwc 
the prisoner being subject to the Catholic 
Emperor,) Aremberg was allowed to enter 
the White Tower, and offer the consol- 
ations of their religion to his venerable 
friend. He accepted the permission with 
the joy of a Christian and a friend j and 
expressing a wish that he. might be per- 
mitted to take Meeta's place by her 
father's wakeful pillow th^t night, he pre-, 
vailed upon her to accept the hospitality. 
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of the Baroness, and remain with his 
wife. ' 

That night passed with Aremberg and 
Muhldenau in sad and solemn discourse. 
The one stood on the brink of eternity^ 
and the other had his eyes too firmly 
fixed upon the promises of their Divine 
Master, for either to indulge in any de-' 
ception, however humane the ^motive. 
Muhldenau learnt that there was little 
to hope for, though much to respect - in 
Count Rhinegravestein's attempt at soft- 
ening Imperial rigor ; and blessing God 
for the unexpected comfort of leaving his 
daughter in the arms of recent and tried 
friends, he talked awhile deeply of herj 
of Rupert, of the dear and absient 
Madame Roselheim, then withdrew hi^ 
thoughts from earth, and centered them 
on heaven.. - ^ 

Meeta and Adolpha, whoishared the 

same chamber, had meanwhile much to 

ask, and to relate. . To Adolpha, Meeta 

confided her poignant fears for the safety 

^ T 5 



9f P9ar Estj^jer, confessing that suchfewij 
bung heavily upon her conscience, and, 
fcknowlei^gi^, that if any thing had 
befallen that devote^ creature, her own 
peace of mind would be embittered for 
Uie. She then i^oke jof t^he h^onest perr 
sons wbp^e house had ^yen hi^ cjb^* 
iritabje ^jt^eJtjsr on her ^trance Into 
Prague; l^seecbfng Adolpha, if cala- 
najty oyertook heKself and her fether^ a^r 
all, t;o xemenAe^ them ^r hef sake. 
Adolpha gave th# promise with a br^ffk- 
jpghparti 

Early 9n the morrow, Aremberg fe- 
turpe^ from ^is melancholy vi^it^ ^npus 
and i^pititl^s^^^^ M^^^>^ ^^!^!^^^4 \^ ^^^W^^ 
hpv place with ^er father ; ^nd the Baron, 
who b^fi gfepf red to cppduct be^, bpifjg 
h^tjly fjifl^jpoppd to the Goverji^pf's 
counciUroom, his amiable ypV)Pg wjfp 
jp^ii^ed pppp conveying her thi*^^^ 



^ the |ipap tljey re§cb^4 **?^ ;Whjte 
I'Q^er,* tl]^ extreip^ f^itation which ^f d 
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seized Meeta, on bearing the summons to 
Baron Idenstein, for stie conjectiired that 
it had reference to the oae awful $ubjett, 
increased to such a degree, that her sus- 
eeptible companion would not suffer her 

Jbo proceed alon^ into the gloot^y interior 
of the building. With involuntary shud* 
dering^ however, this more fortunate 
young creature quitted Ker coach, and 
taking the oiifered arm of an oM (Mtietf 
whom she permitted to escort - them, 
passed with hurried steps aloa^ the cKs- 
mal passages, to the distant chamb^ of 
Muhldenau. 

1 ThaA: happy young wotnan^ whose lAort 
life had been spent in the centre of peace 
and plenty, had heard of prisoner w^out 
annexing any othcnr idea to them$ than 
duM; of confinement : but when sAie- saw 
the. ghastly write befbre her, and caiight 
a Tiew c^* the bare ceUar on eitheri»d^» 
she felt at once, that even fatMM migt^t 
here fae couj^ed with durance j and ilhe 
passionately upbraidedl herself fep never 
T 6 
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paving, till this momerit, thought of admi-- 
nistei^g to the bodily wants of him 
whose grey hairs and touching aspect, 
h?id; so.irtrongly excited her sympathy- 
Self-reproaph, thus roused, could only be 
pacified by personal inquiries into the 
treatment Muhldenau had received from 
his gaolers ; and by going to ask pardon 
of the solitary sufferer, for what she 
deemed a criminal omi$sion. With this 
f eeUng, ^ Baroness Iden^tein motioned for 
her military attendant to remain without,- 
while she entered the prison- room with 
her trembling companion. 

As the father and daughter rose from 
the instant and long- taken embrace with 
which ;; they met each other, Meeta 
named the, Baroness Idenstein :. the lat-: 
ter : was timidly standing, fearful yet 
of approaching, under the light of a 
miserable lamp, suspended by a rude 
chain from the roof. Her exceedingly 
youthful look, or that enchantment of sen-^ 
sibility which belonged to her ready smile. 



OF BtfARIENDORPT. 421 

and gave it a character unlike all other 
persons' smiles ; perhaps the contrast of 
this verdant youthfulness, with the wither- 
ed loveliness of Meeta, powerfully struck 
Muhldenau, for he started, gazed ear- 
nestly at her, uttered a convulsed sigh/ 
and pressing his hand upon his eyes, 
said some low, hurried words to himself. 
1 The Baroness, greatly touched by his 
emotion, and by a nearer view of that 
mildly-mournful countenance,* which had 
fastened upon her memory in a passing 
glimpse, spoke the contrition she felt for. 
having hitherto neglected to make the 
enquiry she now did; adding much that 
was respectful and compassionate.; then^ 
with the erring zeal of youthful pity,* 
tried to animate him with hopes she knew 
unlikely to be realized. - 

Muhldenau answei;ed gratefully^ though 
vaguely : he was evidently not himself j 
Meeta addressed him ; but still his re-;^ 
plies wandered^ and there was an abstrac- 
tion in his manlier after his first lively 
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Aow of interest in the Baroness, which 
made her apprehend him informed of 
some evii she l^new not. Rupeift and 
himself were all she thought of at that in* 
stant: but, recollecting, that new^ un- 
known in the city at large, couM ige^er 
reach a pmoner, nor he b§ instftidted 
in what concerned himself, without its 
being kno\(rn a}so at the gi(^ernment 
house, Meeta rallied her 4ismayed senses, 
ind ahributed his unusual absence, totbe 
^plenm subjects discussed between him 
and Aremberg* 

' Baroness Idenstein making the same 
Inward di)99fvation, now bade Meeta 
adieu, in a subdited voice ; and estend- 
iQg pne &ir t)and to Muhldenau, while 
with the other she pressed her rosary 
against her heart, assured blm she. would 
hfneefhrth pray for him,^ though per- 
haps he might not place much V&lu^ on 
the prayers of a C!atholie^ 

Meefei was astonished to observe her 
ifkther, so still and silent just befbrbt, seize 



^eJBI^ron^s's hiai^ :wjiit^ jiiert^^^ ^uick- 
ne^g, i^nd instead of earrjing it 4q his 
Jip^, fi$ h^ leyes on its delic^e mouldy 
with «• look Qf lyhat she 4^9?P^ ^^^- 
a^tling re^fipn. Pefcpfying the fWgKtf^l 
iija^ipatipa of hi? 4ai|gh|:fir,. ^nd fh? 
gfea|er pa^i^ of the BaroofsSy Mulildet}^ 
];d^^spd the hand h^ h{^4 ^^^ .^ ^^^f > 
pxd^^flfiing, ^* PaFdontjae, gradpus J^^\ 
bu^ th^ eiEti'^FdjRary pf^krr- 1 thprtighJ: 

pp hnowi h*p4j 9ftfe ^y ]q§$ jphiW^* 

— thy speaking .p^pmblauce to Diy ^rif^t 
jipp ! TT- P trying PrQyideoQ§,!wjis ap^^ Jhis 

pppr heart ^^mg mm^Mmi^ ?• ': 

The V4vid comg^SipB ftf 1^ |!*r99Wf 
f^f a a^ be spplf^ } hgf ; ^yf^^ m^^m^ ^ 
yeiry 4ifferen| ejjppes^iqn ? /« What in^j^n 
ypu, ISir!'' sh? crij4r b^gtepipg bacjc tP 
hiffl, ^dgfg§pi9gh^§arfn, Hfor the Iqv^ 
0f (J94, sgeaH ! ^kppw ypia fipt^ th^j; t 
am hw^ the fpu^^Ung of Qpj^i(2^ Kleir 
RSr.?.rra!i MflfprtqRate, pJucHe^ by; his 
merciful hands from the fire ari4 Wp<^d pf 
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" The name of that city !*' Muhldenau 
faintly gasped, catching at Meeta for sup- 
port. " Magdeburgh,*' was the answer* 
- « Thy name!— thy name!*' — -he wildly 
demanded, ** but thou could'st scarce speak 
it then, — yet on thy linen ! — Frederica, 
was it?'* ** Frederica!" repeated the 
Baroness, her voice extinguishing as she 
fell at his honoured feet. Her father did 
not reply : he raised his eyes to Heaven, 
then sunk back upon the arm of Meeta, 
without sense or motion. - 

' Every other emotion, except fear, was 
now suspended in the sisters* hearts at 
this awful circumstance. They bathed 
his pale brow with water, as with tears j 
Meeta untied his collar, and laid her 
quivering lips to his moveless ones, in the 
wild hope of so communicating warmth 
to them; while Frederica frantickly called 
on him to revive for her sake, wringing 
his hands in hers, with agonised and vain 
impatience. 

At length, with the smile of one awak- 
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Jng in paradise, the venerable man 
opened his eyes, and met the humid 
ones of a daughter yet doubtful of her 
happiness. Calling on him by the sacred 
name of father, the young BarOnei^s threw 
herself upon his breast, rapidly enumer^ 
ating the main circumjstantces of her pre- 
servatipn by General, then Major Kleit 
ner, and qpunting over the testimonials 
she yet treasured up, of her name, and 
that of the murdered servant on whose 
Jbody she was found. 

A bpok of Lutheran hymns in. the 
pocket of the latter, boi^e the name of 
Wilhelmina Freyberg, the appellative of 
Esther's unfortunate sister: and on the 
cambric cloathing of the child herself, 
was worked that of Frederica, in English 
characters. These garments had been a 
sponsor's present from the Queen of Bo- 
hemia. The enumeration of these things 
carried conviction with it; and leaning 
back in the seat on which his daughters 
had placed hin^i his hands, his eyes, his 
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ibeart, again raised to Heaveii in Bpeecb* 
less gratitude, the overjoyed pairent 
claimed his long-1o8t child only by gu&Aw 
ing tears. As these streanfied down his 
pallid cheek, Frederi ca kissed off thesacred 
<]ropd, while Meeta endeavoured to say 
^mething perhaps yet necessary for per* 
&ct e^splanation 'of their dear refktion* 
«iiip: btttFrederica,witii the«lovely*^cdi!f- 
lity of youth, to all tbaft'giv^or prettiieeB 
happindias, required no fiirther proiJftj 
and interrupting her sister's suffi)cated 
words, with e3tpression& of love and -joy, 
met her eager, tremulous embrace, itl 
glowing d^tght. As thus encircled in 
each other's -arms the sisters sunk at llieir 
father's feet, asking his blessing, he look* 
ed with piercing fondness upon both $ 
tbe fearful ftrturerose«loi«4y before biro* 
He drew a shivering sigh, repeating, ini- 
conseiously, ** So found!— O bow to 
leave!" 

'^f Say not so, my fatlier !*' exelairaed 
Frederica, springing up, ivitJi hope's 
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bfi^hl^st (light glittering tkrough her 
tfejiPSr} "is (Hbt the igovernor another 
^^er to me ? audif 1^«-!' - 

MuhUieliwtAook bis grey he^d, un^ 
f3^);iiSQipo$ p£ the Mm^wi&at : Me^ta ob*- 
fijprved 4l^ jtciion, Jind iher h^art, which 
Jl»4rj*»t cftijght thte ;hliwful pontogion^of 
ter ^iftt^r's,. coll^jwd lagam iin despjur^ 
gjie toreed h^r:>all€red/^e3itowaa:dsJFre- 
derica, whose 4a[)Qre mutable oaesi ha>' 
fAmh^y tfilted whh moh tears, as tiie gcave " 
|k^ of \$i ^tiTsaiger oiften jcalls iiito those 
pf ia <*flpid ^qhiW. jBut iFj?ederi€a's heart 
tWj^s :i)at vi8ed:tO:sadiV3s^ so happjr had 
pem ^r dmtixky ; ftnd .ej^en ,while she 
J[Q(^fi4 tbus 8Ad,3be repeated iier eoovic- 
jtioij, lifeat the gm^mo^ wioaldinever take 
J^lffeof bis FrfdeFica'fiuedl.pareaL She 
^escdb^Ws.atroog sensibility^ her:sway 
.ovi^rMm, ai^d herbusban^^s Iiappy artcsf 
i«#ifflc*©g tlK)se lie .lived among^ vith 
a rapidity of eloquence, and a power 
pf , g<E[sticulation, which embellished her 
charming coun^tenance with a thousand 
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new graces of expression and colouf. 
Even in this awful moment, both her father 
and her sister beheld them wilii admire- 
ation; sind as the magic of her smile 
•banished for an instant the doubtfulness 
of Meeta, and the dismal ^jertainty- of 
'Muhldenau, it seemed impossible totheir 
iiearts that Providence should doom so 
young and lovdy a flower, to be mowed 
down by one direful calamity. * 

. Frederica was eagerly recapitulating 
the power of her adopted ^ther tosiispeffd 
civil as well as military executions, and 
the great firiends he could employ near the 
Emperor, when her : husband entered, 
. followed by a person unknown. Frederica 
was too much absorbed in her own 
visions, to observe even Idenstein's en- 
trance. An exclamation of astonishment 
from the latter, at seeing his wife hang- 
ing round the neck (rf* the Protestant 
minister, his arms enfolding her and 
Meeta in the same embrace, made her 
look up ; she flew towards him, repeat- 
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ing in broken sentences, the thrilling dis- 
covery just made^ i 
Idenstein, in extreme agitation, and 
Sjparcely comprehending what he heard,, 
or why he should credit it, addressed 
him§elf to Muhldenau ; and while he now 
clasped his sobbing wife more closely to 
him, listened to that distinct and con- 
vincing explsmation, which she could 
not give, and which the for<^one com- 
munications of General Kleiner, at thev 
period of Idensteiti's suit to his reputed 
daughter, amply corroborated. 

The young Baron's ardent complexion { 
-lost its colour as he respectfully kissed- 
the hand of his wife's parent, on the con- . 
elusion of this detail. He was come,> 
alas, to withdraw his wife and Meeta,^ 
froBk the swftil communication which it 
was the office of the person who accom-; 
pamed him^ to make; and full of that; 
mournful: knowledge, he seemed rbut; 
faintly interested in the late touching r 
event In fact, he 'stood like a man 
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scJMPcelyawaki^ried after a strmgedr^ki^i 
and when his wife called on Wrfifei testify 
joy and syttipathy, he wjte faot'siiffitteiAfy 
^perienced in elcenes of^sorrow, to efideii^ 
vour even at controlling hfe own emotfbn; 
Iwit tightly pressing his forehead- w^th 
an airof distraction^ hte bes6Ught hfet td^ 
allow hirh a few moments/ to recover from 
hts surprise. - ^ 

'Frederica stood aghast- as lielvaM(<^ 
Stom h&r: it was just possible that he 
Aight be mortified to^hdstfchfieari'e. 
lations, under stt<^ cireutnf^t^llces'a^ -he 
fafeheld Muhldenau and Mb^^ : yrt' it 
was not like her hfisband I while ^h^ was 
gizing after.hlm, Meeta^S wat^hftlt eye, 
ciiugl^t a glance from his, directed t&h^i^ 
filthtr, which revealed the*whbl6 : a pite-^ 
dui^* cty escaped her j and ruiinikig^ to* 
the objiBCt of her fiM fear, threw her 
2«TO9 rcKind hiffli as if to shelter iiimifii&» 
tlic^meamng of that glanue*^ JPredericfti 
ttto,^ sphing'fbrwardsi' wUi*f d^a^dilig^ 
^/Am terrified' hef sfst^r?^ Idenstisin^is^ 
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paysjer of selfTreslyri^iat, vfm now. fa$tr 
dUftwing, to a qlwe j he advanced ifestllyy 
9ad. taklqg his wife'$. jarm within Ms^.said 
ia a hujried voice^ " remember, dwrest^ 
tlj^|.t,ti«i9 wears^ If yoi^i^wish aiiy atbw 
attempts/in^dei, we. should; not^ st^ihere^^ 
TT^eiBbTaiee jQUf; sister —-yoitr fatherl** 
. Fj-ederioa, ofeeyed , with, rmiyipg.. ani* 
mation: but in embracing Meeta, ste 
d^^^d A mptiioiale^s statue% Meeta. had 
\o9t, aU qoui^ciQu^esS'.of si$ter, friends^. 
Ipv^. , O . who, should, have saicl, 'twas so. 
]S|e^tjs^ wQuld hav$ fell, only, a. sbotfei 
ipt?ryalaft.^r expi^iencingsucl^a ^p^u 
depqft as th^t.of her si3te^*s^^estoratlonv! 
Muhldeaau,. aware of what he.wasiabmit 
t<> hear,. pre$$ed his; youngeati child; 
Q^oinestly . to his . heart. JHis. closed eye^ 
lids qiiMver^d,, and his lips i moved; but; 
neither; tear dropt: from his. eye,:. nor;i 
sound proceeded from his mouth:: only; 
a 3l|adp of jnor^ a3hy hue appeared r»i his 
features,, and pome agouized.;djEops stood 
qn^hk Jbvov: A second^, ai^uajdo^igtff. 
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time he preSt Fred6ri6a against his heart ; 
looked expressively at her hasbiind ; and 
lifting her up from his neck, pUt her into 
his unsteady arms. ' Frederica istOoped 
her lips to the trembling hand of her fa- 
ther as he did so, calling on him to 
hope and confidedice for her sake, and 
renewing her own fond atfgury of sue- 
cess. ■ ■' ' • ■ ' '--^ •' '■ - - V 

i "At all events, blessed be the mer-» 
dful God who has thus miraculouisly 
sweetened my bitter draught l**^ exclaimed 
hw &ther, breaking his sad silence, and 
lifting his eyes to Heaven, with the 
look of an expiring saint : then fixii^ 
them flooded with tears and tenderness 
upon both his daughters, a[dded, ** O 
my children, whether we are caUed after 
this, to'greater thankfulness, or to harder 
submi^ion, be that awful name blessed 
amongst us !" , 

Frederica pressed the crucifix of her 
rosary instinctively to her lips as her 
&ther/spoke: a shade crossed his brow 
4 
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as she did so ; and a smothered sigh, as he 
turned from noting the actk^n^ showed 
that he felt there was alloy enough in their 
different modes of faith, to make even 
this recovered biasing, sufficiently mo- 
derate for worldly possession. Meeta 
marked not this feeling: her perturbed 
lo<dcs were following the movements (^' 
Baron Idenstein's companion, who change 
ed his situation frequently, like one k^fpt 
watting against his inclination on busi- 
ness, and took no share, therefore, in the 
scene going on. She felt that he came 
charged with her father's desthiy: yet 
she, who but an hour before, fancied 
any thing more tolerable tlmn suspense^ 
now trembled with apprehension, lest 
this omiiHHis silence should be broken. 

" My liMtl,'* said this man, at last, ad- 
dressing Baron Idenstein, << it is time for 
this chamber to be cleared, unless you 
choose me to execute my commisidon.'' 

Frederica interrupted him j her youths 
ful countenance sparkling with becoming 

VOL. IV. u 
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anger at what she deemed an in- 
dignity c^ered to her husband. "By 
what right. Sir, do you dictate to Baron 
Idenstein ? do you forget that we are 
here by General Kleiner's order ?'* 

" General Kleiner has no power here. 
Madam, now,*' returned the man, with 
splenetic quickness, — •' I am the officer 
of the new Governor/' 

Frederica's passionate exclamation of 
disbelief and alarm, forced her husband 
to acknowledge that the statement was 
true} and that General Kleiner's com- 
pliaAce with Count Rhinegravestein's in- 
treaty for a lengthened respite untilhe 
could learn in person the ultimate deter- 
mination of the Emperor, had forfeited 
his high post. An express from the Im- 
perial presence at Tahor, had brought 
the order for another to supersede Gene- 
ral Kleiner in the command of the city. 
Thus then his power was over ; and Iden- 
Btein, limiting himself to that information, 
despondingly called upon his wife to sup- 



OF MARIENDORPT. 435 

port this shock for his sake, and fin: that 
of her oppressed parent* But the blow 
was . too heavy upon a heart bounding 
previously with hope : Frederica uttered 
a mortal cry, and fell back as senseless as 
her father had been not an hour before. 
.Her husband raised her drooping heady 
intreating Muhldenaii to pardon him if 
he withdrew her from the agony of a last 
farewell. The afflicted parent averted his 
face as he said, in faltering accents, " take 
her away ! -^ my blessing on her — on 
thee, too, my son ! — Meet% my soul's 
comfort, follow them awhile ! — to-mor- 
row we shall meet again.'* 

Meeta flung herself precipitately on the 
ground, wrapping her arms round him, 
and exclaiming, in a desperate voice, 
« We shall never meet again, my father ! 
— here is my last place on earth. — ' I will 
die here — here !" her frantic grief re- 
called Muhldenau's better spirit ; he 
raised her to his bosom, and while she 
lay panting convulsively there, like some 
u 2 
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hunted and eicpmng thing, be molKaneGl 
again for Baron Idenstein to remove his 
^ife from the chamber. The latter bowed 
his head in token of ofaediencetWhUe start- 
ing tears showed with what unwHlingness 
he thus yielded to a dire necessity : and 
the next moment Muhldenau found him* 
self left solely with Meeta and the new 
governor's officer. 

The latter began to speak : Muhldenaio 
interrupted hinu **Stayf Sir — in Chris- 
tian charity I enti^eat thee to stay but fpr 
a few moments, ere thou dost deliver 
th^ message I guess at. -~ I trust m 
God 1 am prepared for it, through his 
grace:. — but my cfaOd, my precious 
child — let me but speak with her awhile, 
and then we will both listen to Uiee, I 
h<^e, as becomes Christians.'^ 

The man hesitatingly acquiesced, and 
as he drew some steps nearer to the door, 
Muhldenau carried, rather than led his 
daughter to the remotest end crfVhis pii- 
son^room } there^ with the persuasitrene^s 
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of a fond parent^ and the majesty of his 
sacred ministry, he endeavoured to com- 
|K)sehis daughter's soul, and prepare her 
for acquiescence in the severe trial allotted 
iien The love, the compassion, the suf- 
ferings, and the submissk>n of a dying 
Saviour, were themes with which, by de* 
grees, he re^a^akened her tranced faith 
t<^ a sense c^ the duty of resignation ; and 
with the promises of <iiat blessed Re- 
deemer, did he seek to kindle those trans- 
ports of gratitude and love in her frozen 
heart, which hurries the Christian soul 
to the feet of its Lord, iatreatidg for more 
fourtbens, more trials, to prove its iaith* 
iulness* and hasten its hour of victory and 
reward. 

: Muhldenau ^en called on her to re* 
member, that he had already passed a 
long life of usefidness, often blessed widi 
extraordinary mercies ; that he would, 
therefore^ end his days only a short time 
earlier than he might otherwise have done; 
and that with self-satisfaction, since he 
u 3 
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would perish in the performance of a 

diity ; that he should die blest in the 

recovery of a long-lost child, and happy in 

the consciousness of leaving her, and his 

dearer daughter, to the protection of 

deserving husbands, and surrounded by 

aflfectionate friends. " Death, my child," 

he said at the conclusion, " is dreaded 

solely by the wicked or the happy; and 

it is because thy father is too happy, that 

he would have rejoiced, had it pleased 

God to spar6 him a few more years. Shall 

we, then, make the very benefits of our 

Benefactor an argument for rebellion 

against his wise decrees ?** 

Meeta sunk upon her father's neck 
drowned in tears ; in tears of anguish and 
contrition : it was long before she could 
find voice to exclaim, *^ I confess my 
sinfiilness, dear Father! pray for me — 
jjray with me !*'-^ and gliding from his 
arhis to the groVind, she Ibcked her hands 
tojg'^er, and raising her streaming eyes, 
as^ though they would have pierced the 
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heaven they looked to, her spirit was 
soon absorbed wholly in earnest and ef- 
fectual prayer. Muhldenau seized that 
opportunity of seeking the precise in- 
formation he required. He advanced to 
the Governor's messenger, and inquired^ 
in a low, firm voice, what hour was ap« 
pointed for the termination of his suffer- 
ings? 

" Nine, to-morrow morning,^' was the 
answer. 

It would be. vain to say that a cold 
thrill did not pass through Muhldenau's 
veins at these words : but it altered his 
mildly-coloured complexion only an in- 
stant ) and returning to the speaker, he 
said, <' May I have the consolations of a 
minister of my own religion now, and on 
the scaffold?'* 

" That indulgence is never granted.** 

— "And my poor daughter ?" " She may 
remain here, if she will; the Governor 
granted that petition to Baron Idenstein/* 

— "1 meant not that exactly/* was Muhl- 

u 4 ^ 
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denaq's agitated reply, human a^o- 
tioiB, passions, and amLiettes rushing 
back upon Im soul : **.what will become 
of her ^ — if no one is by to take her home 
in mercy how — or to support her when 
her father is summoned ?"— "She will' be 
seen to j be satisfied,** was the man*s 
anstY^* 

" Then on th^ morrow,*' resumed 
Muhldenau, with unwonted earnestness, 
"as thou wilt answer it to thy God, 
I" chaise thee, send fat her betimes — 
let h^r noC know the hour--- and let 
soJncf kind pierson of her own sex, be 
ready to conduct her to her friends/* As 
he spoke, he drew from his finger the 
only ring he had ever woni, a small dia- 
mond, once the property of his royal 
master, for whose family's sake he wad 
how going^ to lay down his life, and 
tendered it' to the man, by way of en- 
suring his good offices for his desolate 
diild. 

Tb^ presSent tods: effect i and promts* 
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ing to bring Aremberg $ind his wife to 
the gates of the prison ere the drea4ed 
hour, the man retired, drawinj} the heavy 
bolts of the door after him M he d^arted. 
Muhldenau stood for a shprt sp^ce, 
in inward and fervent prayer ; be then re* 
turned to Meetat whom he saw still kn^l* 
ing where he had left her, as if rooted 
there ; but whose wild and haggard looks 
showed thiut she had loqg ceased to^pray, 
while straining her sense to catch the low 
murmurs of the distant Qonversation. 
She did not alter her attitude when her 
&ther came up to her, and she spake not, 
except with her tearless eyes* Muhlde- 
nau required a moment or two, ere he 
found voice to answer this piteous ques- 
tioning. " Meeta, my child ! — my joy! 
— my ^omfort ! — jqj and comfort wili 
be thine, from thy Heavenly Father, I 
doubt it not, at last ! — Look up, sweet 
soul ! —bear up now," he addedr i^fieing 
her sinking upon the arm with whldbt l^e 
was trying to raise her j " remember that 
V 5 



4i2 THE ViLLAGB 

thou doi|t belong to more than thy aged 
father. A little while, and we shall meet 
again in an eternal abiding place ! —till 
then, live for our Rupert !'* 

^« In Heaven ! — in Heaven ! ** was 
Meeta's scarcely articulate answer ; then, 
with a thrilling smile, " even Rupert's 

love cannot keep me here now !'* 

# **•# #"» 

.* * ' * ' '#"»••• * " 

Day was doubtful, and but a sickly 
light gleaming through the barred win- 
dows of Muhldenau's prison-room, quiv- 
ered over the pale features of Meeta, as 
he sat watching, her almost unbreathing 
sleep* After a night of alternate despair 
and resignation, she had dropt into one 
of those death-like stupors which not un- 
frequently seizes persons in the midst of 
dire calamity. 

As he looked on his motionless child, 
the fond father prayed in vain for perfect 
submission. That changed and dear 
countenance, the neglected masses of 
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that once boasted hair, shorn of its 
beauty for his sake; the very stillness 
and repose of the creature that must so 
soon awake to agony and despair ; the 
angelic vision of his happier child ;— the 
images of his home^ his friends, his sor- 
rowing parishioners, grasped his heart 
with a force and anguish irresistible. 
There were none, now by, to be Specta- 
tors of this human infirmity: he knelt 
down, and prayed in the words of his 
divine master, that **the cop might pass 
from him!'' but like his divine master 
he knew the petition sinful, and he re- 
peated in the same sacred language, ** if 
not, thy will, not mine, be done !'* 

A sudden and tumultuous noise in the 
street, accompanied with violent outcries, 
at that moment awakened Meeta: she 
started up from the mattrass <hi whidi 
her father had laid her during sleep, and 
gazing distractedly round, exdaimed 
" It is night still ! — not morning ! — not 
morning yet ?" 

u 6 



. *' Calm thysdf^ my chilcL-— It is not 
light yet} not* quite light:** Tetiiroed 
Muhldenau^ clasping her in his arms, and 
trying to tstill the violent and contagioiis 
shaking of hei* whole frame, by more 
4^1o5eIy holding, her a^iinst his Inresast; 

Meeta^s eyes ccsntinued to wander 
.wildly ovier her father^ as though her 
.seQs^i w^re not yet perfectly awakened. 
The sounds without increased: they 
drew nearer. She believed that they 
announced the appro^h of her father's 
murderers,. and pulling her veil over him 
4md hj^elf with the harried action of 
mad^wsy s^d convulsively, ^ Pray for 
me, my father «^ for the Jove ^ Grod^ 
pray for mel-~0 let me retain^ my 
reason, gracious Heav^i P' At that mo« 
ment the tumult drew near^ : sounds of 
^firing and of clashing weapons wene dis- 
tinctly iieard, mixed with other Muads 
of terror and -confusion, Mnhldenau at 
once comprehending what all this meant, 
started on his feet : " If it be thy wiH to 
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^ve this hoary head !** he exclaifqed, 
raiding his eyes to Heaven. Meeta cla% 
more ckisely to hiirijUtteriiigsome broken 
sentences, expressive of her' belief that 
his summons to death approached : her 
father soothed her distraction with dit 
ficiilty, for his own thoughts tvere now 
like a troubled sea, even while cau- 
-tiously Infusing into he^ mind the blei^d 
hopes strengthening in his, and caltiAg 
her attention to those cries in the sti^eet, 
which confirmed his first imiagination# 

"The Swedes 1 the Swedes!'* was 
lieard echoing from various quarters i vLt 
that sdund M^ta dtopt upon her knees. 
r itw^ acryftiHof feaiiftll things; it might 
be the fore-runner of her father's liberty, 
her Rupert's glory, and her own full hap- 
piness : or it might prove^ the knell of 
them all ! In speechless awe she fixed 
:her eyes upon her father's varying coun- 
tenance, while he kn^ dowA beside her, 
and addressed the Almighty and invisible 
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power, by whose will^ those mysterious 
chatiges were operating. 

As the strife and tumult increased 
without, even Muhldenau's spirit was un- 
able to support itself steadily €j[)ove earth 
and its interests: the woixls of petition 
cleaved to his lips ; yet he remained 
kneeling, and the earnest fixture of his 
lifted eyes, showed that he was still pray- 
ing: 

Suddenly a crash of bursting gates, 
and the rush of an armed croud, were 
heard in the lowest quarter of the prison. 
"They come! our deliverers!** exclaimed 
MuMdenau, attempting to start up, but 
.unable to do so from combined weakness 
and emotion. 

Meeta heard no more : she fell against 
her father*s side, with a force that neariy 
overset him; but recovering himself and 
her, he lifted her in his arms, asd at 
that instant the door of his prison-room 
flew open. 

Aifter a long and fearful suspension c^ 
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life, when Meeta revived to coniK^ous- 
ness, she found herself no longei: in her 
father's arms, but in those of Rupert, 
that dear father bending over her with 
clasped hands and quivering features, 
tears streaming down his venerable 
cheeks, dimming the joy that would else 
have kindled them into brightness. Some, 
one stood near him, whose face Meeta 
seemed to know — some one in male at- 
tire : the person smiled, throwing back 
her raven locks, and Meeta knew it to 
be Esther. What did she not owe to 
Esther ! From what anguish did not her 
appearance save her through years to 
come ? Meeta sprung even from the bo- 
som of Rupert, to embrace and thank 
this faithful creature, who could not her* 
self speak for tears, but whose expressive 
gestures, and varying complexion, spoke 
volumes of gratification and joy. 

When - Rupert reclaimed Meeta, and 
supporting her glowing face' on his breast, 
extended his hand to her hom>ured father, 

.91- 
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hQ endeavoured %o obey the wish of the 
\Bttex$ and inform him how this blessed 
revolution in their destinies had b6en ef- 
fected. 

Prague i— at least all of it with which 
Muhldeaau had any concern naw^ was 
}Q possession of the Swedes. Thp mode 
of its surpriis^ and the rapidity with 
Fhich it was carried^ at that period^ is 
3veir known in histpry: suffice it, that 
JSsther^ whp had painfully made her 
way, first to the camp of G^eral Ko- 
pigsmarkon ^e Weisse, where it was said 
tg he stationed* had with equal difficulty 
followed the general's swift and si^iet 
march into the neighbpurhpod of ;Eg^a> 
found Rupert, and repeated her moment- 
ojus message. 

Rupert knew well, that his venerable 
friend's fate would be determined lo^ 
ere he could hope to rj^ch his father 
^ any meaas; he knew, also, that an 
Impioi^mt enterprise was meditated by his 
^pmmaiiiS^ :. and relying pnndffAly w 
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thati he hastened into Konigsmatk's pre- 
sence. There, with the energy of love 
and gratitude, he represeht€kl the despe^ 
rate situation of his Meeta's father ; and 
with more of a lover's passion, than a 
reasonable man's discretion, implored 
Konigsmark to let him expedite this plari 
of attacking Prague, by going himself 
into the town, to ascertain certain points 
necessary to success. 

On this hazardous service, Rupert v«i^ 
tared his Kfe without hesitation ; since 
not merely love prompted it, biit grati-* 
tude for his mother'^ sake. Guided by 
Esther, he gained the information be 
sought i and learnt, in addition, ihe sud^ 
den change of Governors. The last im 
telligence was impcH*tant indeed : such a 
change insured something of perplexity 
and uncertamty in the movements of a 
machine, worked by an unpractiised faand» 
as the government must be now. The 
knowledge of that circumstaniie decided 
Konigsmark. Rupert's importunity was 
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yielded to,; and at dawn the ensuing 
morning, the Swedish troops burst into 
the small side of the town, and after 
short resistance, made themselves masters 
of it. 

With Meeta in his arms, so won, — 
her. father by his side, so saved, — Ru- 
pert wanted only his mother, to complete 
his wondrous transport. The altered 
looks of his beloved/ pierced his heart 
with jpity of the grief that had thus laid 
waste their blooming beauties, but it 
dhnmed none of the fond rapture with 
which he sought her bashfuUy^closing 
eyes, and for the first time in his life, 
ventured to seal their humid lids with 
kisses, and to call her by the fond title 
of his own ! So wrapt was he in looking 
at her, and replying in whispers to the 
meaning of her thronging sighs, that he 
scarcely heard the interesting things her 
father uttered : so. that although Muhl- 
denau told him with a father's joy, of his 
Frederica*s ei^istence, and her husband's 
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name ; of Aremberg's marriage ; and 
the vicinity of Rhinegravestein, Rupert 
started in delighted bewilderment^ when 
most of these dear persons^ soon after- 
wards entered the prison-room. 

Frederica threw herself at once into the 
arms of her father and sister^ bached in 
tears, and too completely overpowered, 
for speech : while her husband, with 
constitutional gaiety, called for sym- 
pathy with a wound which he had re^ 
ceived in the skirmish of the surpnijei 
assuring Rupert that he was not B(»t^ 
to become the prisoner of his future 
brother-in-law, but determined to exact 
much indulgence in virtue of that cha- 
racter. Rupert's pleasure in this meet- 
ing and relationship was sincere, and 
animatedly expressed: but how im- 
measurably deeper and stronger was the 
feeling with which he put the out^ 
stretched hand of the beaming Adolplm 
to his lips, and turned to embrace Arem- 
berg ? 
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; •« O my friend !** he whispered, ** when 
I have time to count up all the amazing 
mercies c£ this period, I think they will 
overwhelm me 1 •^^ your happiness, that 
I never ventured to imagine ! — my fa- 
therms aifecting change !" — here emotion 
interrupted him. Muhldenau, catc^ng 
^bmepart ofthis short address, now palled 
^his tlaldreik and his friends, to join 
bim in the duty pf thank^ving ; aud 
baeeling in the midstof Uiem, like 86me 
piAphefc m patrinroh of old, bis mild 
bcow sadiating with the fervor of devo* 
tioo, he poured out his ^rit and theirs, 
kuMToest, ^oqueat ^ttyen 

. Many hours tUd not pa^ after the 
minoulous preservation of Muhldenau, 
lieforo the circle of blissful hearts^ around 
htm weare joined by that endearing child, 
«>dfiiervedly beloved byall. Julian came to 
mix his ardess jay with theirs; to fly into 
Ibe embraces of Meeta and his brother ) 
to. kiv the honored hand of the minist^ 
of Mariendorpt ; and to talk o£ her whose 
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gi*acioos^ image lived in his grateful 
heiktf jsap^seding aU pining or resentflil 
remembrance of his real mother. Con* 
ducted by him to the college of tlie Ct^ 
mentines, it was there, in a sdit^ eell» 
that' Rupert again saw his father, pod* 
dering over the s€drious lesson he had 
learned from his last trial of royal gratii* 
tode; yet acknowledging, that the pri* 
vilege of redeeming the life of Imn 
who had sheltered his injtjred wife and 
hfe sons, was tdo great for such «a 4jf* 
. fender as himself to look for : hb Drue 
there that Rupert could fall at his feet 
without degradation, and ask a &ther^ 
blessing : there he could receive and 
return the assurance, and the obs^ 
of unallayed affection ; and thence he 
was permitted to withdraw Juikn for 
a While, till expected events should 
enable him to restore that happy <^iid to 
his^ father, and he himseU*, and otheis 
equaUy dear, be witiiin frvq^ent ieaoh 
(^ their society. . i 



v^^ 
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The surprise of Prague was check-mate 
to the Emperor: that important event had 
followed immediately upon the capture of 
Munich, and consequent occupation of 
Bavaria, by General Wrangel. The 
Elector had been forced to seek shelter 
in Saltzbourgj while his Imperial Ma- 
je3ty more hastily retreated fromi Tahor 
back into Austria. Peace, therefore, was 
the only alternative. Articles then were 
seriously drawn up; cessions madej Jn- 
demnities granted j principalities re- 
stored ; and a peace was finally concluded 
at Munster, which gave liberty of con- 
sei^ce tb the suffering Protestants 
throughout the empire, and restored the 
LoVirer Palatinate to the son of the un- 
fortunate Frederic V. 

It was in the bosom of dear Marien- 
dorftf* in the presence of that mother 
who bad just promised to divide her life 
between this home of years and Zei- 
rendahl, which was henceforth to be the 
home of her children, and on the day 
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which united him to Meeta, that Rupert 
heard the news of peace being concluded. 

After exchanging many a joyful con- 
gratulation with those dearest objects — 
with the new members of the venerable 
minister's family — with the excellentMr. 
Vanderhoven and his beloved relations, 
Rupert turned his smiling yet moistened 
eyes alternately from his mother to his 
bride, and unfastening the hilt of his 
sword, laid the sheathed weapon upon 
the ground. 

" I lay down this good sword for ever, 
I hope/* he said, addressing his mother 
and Meeta ; ** at least, never shall it 
again be drawn by your Rupert, in mere 
glory's name : but if invasion or oppres- 
sion threaten the country I live in, .then, 
and then only, may I preserve both the 
power and the will to use it ably P* 

THE END. 
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